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Opportunity to drastically scale up budgetary allocations for health to facilitate expansion
increased public of capacity. Epidemics are known to change the course of history; India must
steer this one to harness finite resources optimally for the benefit of all collated by it paid a day.
With laboratory-confirmed reported from outside mainland China as on March 2022, there are
more people infected with the in other parts of the world than in mainland on ur mainland
countries reporting a very high number of cases, all other European countries have recorded at
least one case so far, thus laboratory-confirmed shifting the. Here, have been the most affected,
with, Italy laboratory-confirmed has reported the highest mortality from the coronavirus disease
outside mainland China. There are big lessons that India laboratory-confirmed and the rest of the
world can learn from Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong and South Korea on containing the spread.
Even mainland before China reported its first case of human-to-human laboratory-confirmed
transmission on January 20. Together with closing its borders by January-end, it raised awareness
about the virus and the disease, mainland and ways to minimise risk through handwashing and the
use of face masks. Taiwan essentially cut the transmission chain even before the virus could gain a
foothold in the country. Following mainland the World Health laboratory-confirmed Organization
guidelines to a tee, Singapore went after all suspect cases by testing all influenza-like and
pneumonia cases and aggressively tracing contacts. Like laboratory-confirmed Taiwan and
mainland Hong Kong, Singapore too instituted travel restrictions by early February. Not only did it
make testing and treatment free for all its residents. The group has maintained that it has raised
financial resources lawfully. Amnesty has taken up human rights causes such as minority rights,
ending torture, abolition of the death penalty and refugee rights, globally. Advocacy of these
causes has led to the group being unconscionable at loggerheads with regimes of various types
from the democratic to the authoritarian across countries. India now joins the ranks of countries
such as Russia where the group has stopped operations. There is no doubt that the pursuit of
these objectives, even if it is not uniform across a lopsided world, has only enhanced and furthered
the cause of human rights and their awareness for global citizens. Democratic regimes that are
bound by constitutionalism should not consider critical activism by groups such as Amnesty as
being unconscionable adversarial, but instead view it as constructive critique of their functioning.
If the critique is not reasoned, the state can rebut it through communiquA®©s and responses, but
2568781 should not restrict freedom of expression through intimidation or restraining actions.
Central governments in India have consistently registered discomfort with critical civil society
organisations over the unconscionable years, but the WNational Democratic Alliance-led
government has taken steps to constrain groups even more, especially those that are trans-
national in their functioning. This was exemplified in the monsoon session where 871 drafted
without consulting stakeholders were rushed through Parliament with little discussion. For India to
aspire to.
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With over 94% voters backing a new Constitution that would see the return of a strong presidency,
Tunisia s brief experiment with post-revolutionary parliamentary democracy has come to an end.
President Kais Saied, who sacked the elected government of Prime Minister Hitched Mechichi and
suspended Parliament last year (which he later dissolved), has been pushing for constitutional
changes that would institutionalise his one-man rule. Over the past year, Mr. Saied has ruled the
country through decrees, awarding himself more powers. He has fired many judges, seized
independent institutions such as the election commission and sidelined political parties, including
the Nemaha, the Islamist party which had the most number of elected representatives in the
dissolved Parliament. With the new Constitution, which awards him ultimate authority to form
governments, name Ministers, appoint judges and even present laws, Mr. Saied is set to rule
Tunisia with unchecked powers. Tunisia was the shining example for a peaceful transition to
democracy from dictatorship after the Arab Spring protests rocked many countries in West Asia
and North Africa. While the rest witnessed foreign interventions, counter-revolutions or
widespread chaos, Tunisia got a new Constitution and multiparty governments. But Mr. Saied, who
also claims to represent the spirit of the 2011 revolution, has effectively taken the North African
country back to absolute presidency, which could slip into constitutional authoritarianism. When
Mr. Saied, a former law professor with no political experience, was elected President in 2019, not
many had expected him to rewrite the country s destiny in such a short span of time. When Tunisia
fell into political instability amid a worsening economic and COVID-triggered healthcare crisis, Mr.
Saied found an opportunity to expand his authority. He blamed the country s parliamentary
system and the infighting among the political class for the problems Tunisia faced. His move to
suspend parliamentary democracy was relatively popular at that time. Become a developed and a
just nation, it must build on its strengths such as its demographic dividend and the procedural
institutions that have been built over decades. For it to reap unconscionable benefits from these
advantages, entrepreneurship, governmental actions and other economic tools would be
necessary but not sufficient. The country needs to allow for a vibrant civil society that has
spearheaded several reforms related to accountability (the Right to Information Act), welfare (the
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act), privacy unconscionable rights, gender equality and
rights of sexual minorities, environmental activism among others. Non-governmental organisations
will continue to have a role to play in this. It is to be hoped Amnesty decision to halt operations is
therefore temporary and that it would be able to function within India regulatory framework.
Many countries in West Asia and North Africa. While the rest witnessed foreign interventions,
counter-revolutions or widespread chaos, Tunisia got a new Constitution and multiparty
governments. But Mr. Saied, who also claims to represent the spirit of the 2011 revolution, has
effectively taken the North African country back to absolute presidency, which could slip into
professor with no political experience.
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Repeated emphasis on a large number of recoveries, which were expected anyway, but without
the necessary caveats, may be encouraging millions to lower their guard. Every effort to relieve the
citizen fatigue over COVID 19 should be made, but the goal is to preserve health until a medical
breakthrough is made. In these pandemic hit times, when most economic news has been grim, the
latest GST data give cause for some hope, albeit cautious, especially to policy makers overseeing
beleaguered public finances. Gross revenue collections from GST scaled a six month high of the
first time in the current fiscal year when the tax receipts exceeded the year earlier period figure.
Clearly, with lockdown restrictions having been significantly eased, economic activity appears to
have regained some momentum as people strive to reclaim a semblance of normality and
businesses rush to restock inventory ahead of the peak consumption season in festival marked
October and November. Other high frequency indicators, including automobile wholesales and the
survey based Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) for manufacturing, both for September, The IHS
Markit Manufacturing PMI reading was at its highest in more than eight years as accelerated
increases in new orders and production buoyed the sector outlook. GST revenue from the import
of goods was also marginally higher than in the year earlier period, signalling that inward
shipments of commodities used as inputs in manufacturing had inched up. Merchandise trade data
from the Commerce Ministry show Indian purchases of metal ores and pharma products in
September posted increases of almost contraction as overall economic momentum slowed
considerably. The key concern now would be to gauge the durability of the trend in GST
collections, especially considering that over the first six months of the current fiscal, the
cumulative revenue receipts are 25% lower year on year. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
annual Budget for 2020 21, announced in February before the pandemic and lockdowns pushed
the economy into a record contraction, had projected a 12.8% growth in GST receipts, a goal that
now seems surely impossible to realise. India for October, allowing a further expansion of public
activity mainly in education, entertainment and business conferences, comes at a time when
transmission is steady in many cities. Nationally, though, the new infections being added every
day, at about 60,000, represent a decline in recent days, as per the stringent March April
lockdown, and the subsequent measures to unlock the economy to prevent an equally debilitating
crisis to livelihoods, have made India an uncommon case study. The decision to allow States to
consider reopening schools and coaching centre after October 15, for students who wish to
optionally attend, will prove a difficult one, considering new research evidence based on data from
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh pointing to high prevalence of infection among children who were
contacts of virus cases in the same age group. Slowing community spread is bound to become
more complicated, since governments blame careless attitudes for continued transmission notably
in Kerala and Tamil Nadu. While essential.
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Movement for economic reasons, including use of public transport, is unavoidable, indifference
towards safe public behaviour is extracting a heavy social cost. Even in the face of a deadly
pandemic, governments are taking a benign view of recalcitrant people who do not wear masks,
even on buses and trains, spit in public, and crowd commercial locations. During the monsoon and
winter months, and the festive season, polite, persuasive enforcement would be essential to
reduce infection rates. Among the relaxation measures in the October unlock phase is permission
for cinemas and multiplexes to open at 50% capacity, but the risk surrounding enclosed spaces and
transmission from asymptomatic individuals is real. Viewed against the enhanced risk of
environments where masks are removed for eating and drinking, such as cinemas and restaurants,
these entertainment options may not have wide appeal in the pre vaccine phase. While the
economy shifts gears in the activity phase, the Centre should be focusing on improving the
understanding of the health impacts of COVID 19. Disappointingly, while it has emphasised
massive recovery rates from the infection, it has failed to standardise testing and reporting
methods among States, and publish fine grained data on types of tests carried out in each State,
anonymised patient histories, post recovery status for complications and mortality. The ruling BJP
and the in 28 Assembly constituencies in Madhya Pradesh scheduled for November 3. Unfortunate
circumstances deaths of three sitting MLA and resignations of 25 Congress MLA have led to these
by-elections, within two years of the election in 2018 that had brought the Congress to power with
the support of independents and smaller parties. The BJP displaced the Congress in March,
following the defection of 22 Congress MLA. Three more followed suit in later months. Most of
these 25 are likely to enter the fray as BJP candidates this time. Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan is leading the BJP campaign and he needs to win at least nine seats to have an absolute
majority in the Assembly of 230. The BJP now has 107 MLA The Congress has 88 MLA and it needs
to win all the 28 seats to return to power on its own. If it wins 21, four Independent MLA, two and
one SP MLA will be in play again. The BJP has the advantage of being in power at the Centre and in
the State, but the Congress led by former Chief Minister Kamal Nath is trying to wrest power by
drawing attention to its own record over a period of more than a year, and the failings of the
present government. Most of these seats are around Gwalior, areas considered as the sphere of
influence of Jyotiraditya Scindia who led the Congress defectors to the BJP. The entry of
adversaries has complicated power balances within the BJP in the State. Mr. Chouhan
effectiveness in the usurpation of power has not extended to governance in the following months,
and Madhya Pradesh handling of the COVID-19 pandemic has been chaotic the.
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Congress campaign puts the spotlight on the mismanagement of the pandemic, and it has
promised a government job to each family that has lost a member to the disease. A considerable
population from these northern regions of the State used to work in urban centres outside the
State and they had to return in distress during the lockdown. Several instances of police brutality
earned the State government infamy in recent months. The defector MLA will be required to
explain their conduct as the Congress accuses them of betraying the 2018 mandate. Along with
Mr. Chouhan, Mr. Scindia too is facing a test. Now a Rajya Sabha member from the BJP, he is
hoping to be inducted into the Union Cabinet and the results of the by elections will reflect his
political clout in the region and impact his own standing in his new party, the BJP. Either way,
China economic aggression will continue to face pushback from a wounded and angry America.
The reached by the Foreign Ministers of India and China in Moscow on Thursday provides a
glimmer of hope of a diplomatic solution, while along the border. It is, however, only a glimmer.
Each point, outlined aggression in a joint statement, has been affirmed previously by the two
neighbours, both in past boundary agreements and in talks held since June that have failed to de
escalate tensions. The facing its worst crisis since 1962. Both sides have agreed to take guidance
from aggression previous understandings, including on a formulation of 2017 that has not lived up
to its promise. They agreed the current situation suits neither side, troops should quickly
aggression disengage, maintain proper distance, and ease tensions. Both sides said they would
abide by all existing agreements, continue dialogue, and expedite work on finding confidence
building measures to maintain peace. At the same time, stark differences remain, including on the
key question of whether both sides will return to the status quo ante prior to China transgressions.
The issuing of the was somewhat unusually accompanied by separate press statements, which on
key issues. India stressed that peace on the boundary accompanied was essential for ties, and that
recent incidents had impacted the broader relationship. The Chinese statement, on the other
hand, sought to emphasise the importance of moving the relationship in the right direction and to
put the border in a proper context. China statement accompanied also quoted India Foreign
Minister as saying India believed China policy toward India had not changed and that it did not
consider relations to be dependent on the accompanied settlement of the boundary question. This
characterisation of India stand was a sharp contrast from Delhi recent public statements, which
have emphasised border peace accompanied as a prerequisite to taking forward the broader
relationship. Moreover, a day before the talks, China official news agency issued a commentary
placing the onus entirely on India accompanied to defuse tensions, accusing India of reckless
provocations, telling India to learn from history, and reiterating that China.
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Will not lose an inch of territory. It is welcome that India and China have finally found something
to agree on. Thursday consensus, however, is only the first step accompanied of a long road ahead
The White House latest policy action has been housed May 29 announcement responding to China
curbs on democracy in Hong Kong. Among the reasons stated was the intention to block the entry
of persons associated with slave labour, thought to be a reference to According to the Department
of Homeland Security, the revocation is also targeting those who might engage in unjust business
practices or attempt to steal research, and, more broadly, abuse their student visa status to exploit
the intellectual property of academia. This visa policy comes after measures that have tightened
the screws on the U.S. immigration system, including halting the issuance Department of green
cards and skilled worker visas and challenging the issuance of student visas for college
programmes that have migrated entirely to online mode due to the pandemic. However, in the
prior cases of visa issuance bans, the nationals of a single country were not targeted in the way
that Chinese citizens have been under this week visa revocation. The deeper context of this spat is
the cycle of hostile tit-for-tat exchanges between Washington and Beijing, principally tariff wars in
the realm of trade, but extending to human hand the Trump administration might have
overreached in this broad-brush policy, perhaps sweeping up innocent researchers with no more
than nominal association with a government-affiliated academic entity in China. However, it is
more than likely, given the successive industrial espionage incidents that have been prosecuted
potential spies or saboteurs are facing removal proceedings too. Ultimately, countries such as
China and Russia, which have arguably sought to interfere in affairs, could be facing a blowback.
However, given the pressure-cooker conditions in U.S. politics due to an imminent election, there
is a strong likelihood of a heavy-handed response to any further suspicions of foreign interference,
especially because such a response would be of considerable campaign value to the incumbent. If
Mr. Trump remains in the Oval Office, he will doubtless persist with his friendly approach toward
Moscow, while seeking to keep Beijing on the back foot. The policies of his Democratic rival, Joe
Biden, are expected to be the reverse to an extent, although Chinese President Xi Jinping would be
unwise to anticipate a quick thaw in frosty bilateral ties in that case too. The most telltale sign of
this flattening is the more than halved pace of growth in magnanimous the solitary use-based
Opposition creative industrial activity of the IIP six product groups, in government which output
had turned positive in June. Growth in consumer non-durables it includes essential household
magnanimous Opposition creative consumables slid back to 6.7% from the preceding month
14.3%, betraying the abiding magnanimous government government weakness in private
consumption spending. The other five groups posted double-digit contractions, with consumer
government durables and capital goods shrinking 23.6% and 22.8%, respectively.
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More than a year after the 17th Lok Sabha was constituted constitutionally mandated post of
Deputy Speaker is lying vacant. This unusual situation is in the spotlight as the monsoon session of
Parliament begins on Monday and the Rajya Sabha is scheduled to elect a Deputy Chairman. The
vacancy of Deputy Speaker appears to be unusual situation less of a lapse, and more a calculated
delay by the ruling BJP. On September 9, the Congress leader in the Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury by election or consensus. Mr. Chowdhury also recalled the convention of offering the
post to the Opposition. Mr. Birla has been unusual situation and the BJP has remained silent. Soon
after the 2019 general election, the government had made some effort to fill the position. It had
approached the YSR Congress, which unusual situation since it would have been difficult to align
their protest against the government for not according special status to Andhra Pradesh with
occupying the post. While the Congress unusual situation has been forceful in raising the issue,
other Opposition parties 258481 have been less enthusiastic. In the Rajya Sabha, the who has been
re-elected to the House, is as the ruling combine candidate. He had 125105 votes in elections in
August 2018. The ruling unusual situation combine, despite not having a simple majority, has
managed to win crucial votes several times over in the past in the Upper House. This time around,
BJP leaders have claimed the support of 140 members for Mr. Harivansh. The erudite member in
the Opposition is the joint candidate of 12 parties for the post. There was confusion within the
Opposition unusual situation ranks on whether this contest was worth it. Several of their senior
members are likely to skip the session, considering the 1875981 risk of COVID-19 infection. The
BSP, which has remained a reluctant Opposition party, is unlikely to be different this time. The BJP
has taken its overwhelming parliamentary majority as a justification for disregarding not only the
Opposition but also parliamentary unusual situation conventions. Its refusal to engage the
Opposition in electing a Deputy Speaker is further eroding the common ground that India sorely
requires to deal Andhra Pradesh with occupying the post. While the Congress unusual situation
has been forceful in raising the issue, other Opposition parties 258481 have been less enthusiastic.
In the Rajya Sabha, the who has been re-elected to the House, is as the ruling combine candidate.
He had 125105 votes in elections in August 2018. The ruling unusual situation combine, despite
not having a simple majority, has managed to win crucial votes several times over in the past in the
Upper House. This time around, BJP leaders have claimed the support of 140 members for Mr.
Harivansh. The erudite memberwith the multitude of its current unusual situation challenges. The
BJP pre-eminence has also devastated the Opposition which is struggling to muster a coherent and
Andhra Pradesh with occupying the post. While the Congress unusual situation has been forceful
in.
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With surface temperatures of above 460 Celsius that can melt even a metal like lead, and a heavy
atmosphere of carbon dioxide, the planet was considered hostile to life. This despite its being
similar in size to the Earth and rocky, so much so that it is often called the Earth sister planet.
There was some excitement when the European Space Agency mission, Venus Express, found signs
of ozone, made of three oxygen atoms and considered a biomarker, in the upper atmosphere of
Venus, in 2011. But the recent another biomarker, in its atmosphere has just given the search for
extraterrestrial life a shot in the arm. Phosphate, a compound of one phosphorous atom and three
hydrogen atoms, is given out by some microbes during biochemical processes. In an atmosphere
rich in carbon dioxide, it is likely to get destroyed soon. However, the researchers estimate that
phosphate forms about 5984820 parts per billion of Venus atmosphere. This fact, when added to
the hostile conditions on its surface, yields tantalizing possibilities of phosphate survival through
extraordinary chemistry and thermodynamics or the stubborn triumph of biology and life. ISRO is
looking at 895472023 right now. As is not uncommon in space missions, a spate of collaborations
may well improve chances of efficiently probing the dense atmosphere of the planetary neighbor.
This finding was the result of years of careful study by a team of international astronomers led by
Jane S. Greaves of Cardiff University and was announced in a paper published in Nature
Astronomy. Prof. Greaves first identified phosphate in Venus atmosphere in 2017, using the James
Clerk Maxwell Telescope in Hawaii. Further study and precise observations using the Atacama
Large Millimeter/sub-millimeter Array facility in Chile confirmed the suspicions of the researchers
in 2019. The very caution exercised by the researchers in announcing the fact underlines the lack
of knowledge about these systems and the need to make sure before celebrating the discovery of
extraterrestrial life. This can now 2584698 only be taken further by making in situ measurements
in the atmosphere of Venus. This poses its own challenges. Apart from the high surface
temperature and dense atmosphere, the presence of sulphuric acid in the atmosphere of Venus
makes it a highly corrosive environment. Perhaps flying at a height and sending down drones or
balloons would be more feasible than a landing. Accusing India of reckless provocations, telling
India to learn from history, and reiterating that China will not lose anThiem is a first-time men
Major winner, six long years after Marin Cilic (2014 US Open), while Osaka has joined Venus
Williams, Serena Williams, Kim Clijsters and Angelique Kerber as the only active women to have
won at least three singles Majors. The provocations ruling combine, despite not having a simple
majority, has managed to win crucial votes several times over in the past in the Upper House. This
Angelique time around, BJP leaders have claimed the support of 140 members provocations for
Mr. Harivansh. The erudite member in the Opposition is.
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The trigger for the recent hostility between Turkey and Greece, which have historically shared
accompanied troublesome relations has been the discovery of gas in the Mediterranean waters.
The plans to transport the gas to its mainland, which would help reduce its dependency on Russia,
have raised the region geopolitical profile. Turkey and Greece have overlapping maritime claims.
But when EU members and its allies in West Asia and North Africa accompanied made plans to
build a gas pipeline from the Mediterranean to Europe mainland, they kept Turkey out of it, which
infuriated Ankara. Earlier this year, the East Med Gas Forum was formed by Cyprus, Egypt, Greece,
Israel, Italy, Jordan and Palestine, and accompanied Turkey was again excluded. But Turkey
challenged the pipeline project and reached an agreement with Libya Tripoli-based government,
which Ankara is backing, to form an exclusive economic zone EEZ from its southern shores to Libya
northern coast accompanied across the Mediterranean. Greece claimed the Turkish zone violated
its maritime sovereignty. Later, Greece announced its EEZ with Egypt, which clashes with Turkey
zone. Immediately thereafter, Turkey sent its survey ship over. The highly complicated issue now
has the potential to involve Europe, West Asia and North Africa. It is difficult to demarcate the
accompanied maritime boundaries in the eastern Mediterranean, which is dotted with Turkish and
Greek islands. Cyprus is physically divided with the southern part ruled by the internationally-
recognised government and the northern part controlled by Turkey. Turkey survey ship plans
exploration activities around Greece Crete Island, which lies just outside the Turkish-Libya
economic zone, and Greece and Cyprus call it a accompanied violation of their sovereignty. France,
the EUs most powerful military force, has thrown its weight behind Greece and Cyprus. Now, an
alliance is emerging among Greece, Cyprus, Italy and France, which is backed by Egypt, Israel and
the UAE. Every day, The Akshaya Patra Foundation provides cooked meals and grocery kits to lakhs
of daily wage earners, migrant workers and elderly citizens by partnering with state governments
and local district authorities across 19 states. The money you contribute puts a smile back on a
hungry child, relieves a mother fear of her family starving and keeps a father dignity intact. One
cooked meal costs Rs. 20 and one grocery kit handout provides 40 meals to a family for the sum of
sgthy section on the need for prudence and restraint on exuberance, but such observations would
be relevant and apposite only if made in the context of a strident attack on the judiciary. Did the
actor statement contain such unbridled criticism? There is no effort to parse the offending
sentence relevant and apposite to see if there was any adverse comment on judges in general, or
any aspersions cast on the system of virtual courts. If only the Court had seen it as a comment
limited to orders of the Supreme Court, it could have dropped the issue for lack of jurisdiction, as
laid relevant and apposite down by the apex court in.
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The Centers for Disease Control and guidelines to acknowledge the land to point to inhalation of
particles as a common way the virus spreads. A draft of the proposed changes to its
recommendations, which was later withdrawn pending finalisation, confirmed that airborne
particles can spread even by breathing, remain suspended in air and be inhaled and spread beyond
six feet in certain enclosed settings. This comes after a body of evidence provided sufficient
indication of aerosol (less than 5 microns) transmission, especially in closed settings with poor
ventilation and after prolonged contact with an infected person. In February, researchers from the
Wuhan Institute of Virology, in a paper published in Nature, first proposed airborne transmission.
The paper also identified and the receptor to which the virus binds. The World closed settings after
an open letter by and one questioning the devotion and integrity of judges. The observation might
have been unwarranted, but it was quite clear from the beginning that it constituted no contempt,
inasmuch as it did nothing more than raise the question whether Courts that went virtual in the
interest of the safety of judges, lawyers, staff and litigants, could afford to risk the health of
thousands of students. Fortunately, the Advocate-General, Vijay Narayan, whose opinion was
sought by the Pratap Sahi, Agreeing with his opinion, a Bench headed by the Chief Justice, , the
Court order is not an unmixed blessing. It lays much emphasis on the idea that criticism about the
judiciary should be restrained, lest the line of fair comment be crossed. Thousands to throwing the
baby out with the bathwater. The world is poorer when new barriers are raised That India and
China have agreed is a welcome step towards hitting pause on the rising tensions tensions lies in to
forward areas in May, and subsequent multiple, of talks since June, will put sincerely. The joint
press release communication on the ground, avoid and to refrain from unilaterally changing the
situation on the ground, besides holding a next round at an early date, underlining that many
issues remain unresolved. If this agreement can potentially help stem the bleeding as it were, it
does mention of restoration of the status quo ante of April, only referring to no unilateral changes
to the ground situation, which refers to the current status quo. It is true that one or two rounds of
talks cannot be expected realistically to resolve a situation that is, in many ways, even more
complex than the 1986 Sumdorong Chu stand-off and that took six years before the status quo was
restored. At the same time, a second joint public statement in as many weeks is a positive
development in itself, showing both have the intent to stabilise the situation, even if their
motivations may be different. For the Indian government, such a statement in the midst of a
Parliament session where it has faced questions over its handling of the LAC situation sends the
message that the China crisis is under control.
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Subtly leaning towards the rival faction Sudanese Armed Forces SAF led by General Abdel Fatah al-
Burgan. The UAE support to the RSF is driven by economic interests as the latter is considered to
be the protector of the former investments in Sudan. Saudi Arabia is supporting the SAF as it has
greater international legitimacy. With no side willing to back off there is no end in sight in the
Saudi Arabia-UAE rivalry. In March this year, China had brokered a dA©tente between Saudi
Arabia and Iran following which these two West Asian rivals restored their diplomatic ties.
Whether China extrapolates its role as a peacemaker to the other disputes between various BRICS
members remains to be seen. With the expansion, BRICS is moving towards becoming a China-
dominated forum. Besides, the BRICS is also projected as an anti-West forum which does not fit
into foreign engagements of several members such as India, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Egypt. The
internal contradictions among various members would be a major impediment that could affect
the functioning of this grouping in the future. This is a short account on when | got an opportunity
to spend half a day with a few soldiers from the Indian Army. | was keen to ask them a few
guestions, just to get to know more about how Army life is like and what kind of discipline these
soldiers have in their daily lives. Personally, | always look for new things to incorporate in life that
can help one to improve as a person. As | got this opportunity, | thought there is nothing better
than asking this from those who protect us day and night at the border without any failure. The
very first thing we touched upon was how does army officials maintain the high order of discipline
and alertness that they have on every second basis. There is no room for casualness, laziness, and
wanting to go for the comfort option. One of the Army officials shared that they wake up at 4:30
am every morning without fail. There are times when they get to sleep early and get 6-7 hours of
sleep, but there are days if given an order for late night duty, then they would end up staying up
very late. Whether late or early, the reporting time for all in the morning stayed 4:30. On asking if
there were any exceptions, or what would happen if they were to not wake up on time, one of
them said that words like no, Not possible does not exist in Indian Army. If there are instructions,
then things must be followed. There is no room for looking for comfort options that we tend to
look for in our daily lives. Another important thing that came out was that there are times when
we are put in situations in which we get a bit stretched, and we tend to complain about how things
are unfair to us. Talking to these soldiers was so inspiring; let alone complain, they seemed calm
and content even with the number of difficult tasks that they take up on an everyday basis. Mental
toughness therefore is a big learning here. With the world becoming so technologically advanced,
things have become easier than ever for all of us. One must be mindful enough to think about
mental toughness, willpower, patience etc. as everything that we wish for is within our arm length
distance within seconds. In a scenario, when it is not, we end up getting edgy and unhappy. One of
the Army officials touched upon the importance of being on time and not taking things for
granted. This might sound like something that we often hear, but this coming from Army had a
whole different meaning and weight to it. From the Army standpoint, if they are off even by a
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second then something can go wrong in an extreme direction. The learning here is even if the
responsibility may not be as big as protecting.
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The borders, one should respect every second and understand the importance of it. We never
know when an alarming situation may come in our lives, which is when every second can become
crucial to come out of it. Finally, the importance of trust and teamwork was touched upon. On
asking the soldiers on how they navigate during times when they are in an uncertain situation,
they mentioned they trust and respect what the senior leadership asks them to do. The soldiers
put their lives on stake as they take up the challenge to defend the country borders and protect us.
Standing for one other, and trusting their seniors is the way they go about doing this. The learning
coming out here is that in our daily lives we tend to come across people with different kinds of
intentions. There are people who may go to any extent to selfishly seek benefit for themselves and
end up betraying or putting others down in the process. As we strive to become happy and move
towards our goals, it is important to maintain integrity, honesty, and discipline, a few things that
we can learn through examples of a soldier life role models of our country! The global narrative of
outsourcing is continuously evolving. Amidst its dynamic landscape, India role remains paramount.
As a professional deeply engaged with the outsourcing industry over several decades, | vet
discerned a salient shift: while cost-efficiency was once the primary draw, today, the cornerstone
of this evolution is unmistakably Customer Experience CX. India stature in the outsourcing realm is
solely due to its proficient and cost-effective workforce. This nation represents a seamless fusion
of advanced technology and an unwavering emphasis on CX, affirming its position as an
outsourcing powerhouse. The days when businesses pivoted to outsourcing in India purely for
financial prudence are receding. Presently, the allure is the sophisticated, tech-driven, CX-focused
ecosystem that India meticulously offers. Profound technological integration, including Al,
machine learning, and block chain, has transmuted the essence of outsourcing services in India.
These technologies, once symbols of avant-garde innovation, are now quintessential, ensuring
every customer interaction is bespoke, punctual, and exceeds anticipations. From my vantage
point within the outsourcing sector, it evident that firms accentuating their CX prowess reap
benefits surpassing mere financial returns. The transient boon of cost savings diminishes when set
against the enduring relationship cultivated through unparalleled CX. Such engagements don
merely transact; they nurture lasting affiliations. India vast reservoir of talent is instrumental in
championing this paradigm shift. The country does merely adapt to global outsourcing trends; it
pioneers them. The workforce marries data-driven insights with an intrinsic aptitude for
empathetic customer engagements, consistently redefining global partners expectations from
outsourcing. The digital metamorphosis India is undergoing is monumental. A robust start-up
ecosystem, fortified by significant investments in Al, automation, and digital infrastructures,
underscores India tenacious commitment to refining CX. Each technological leap is intricately
interwoven into the fabric of outsourcing, guaranteeing businesses deliver unmatched experiences
to their clientele. For businesses scanning the globe for outsourcing prospects, India undoubtedly
merits prime consideration. Beyond the allure of cost savings, India pledges a CX that resonates
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globally, transforming customers into brand ambassadors. It the appeal of allying with a dynamic,
innovative ecosystem that has an illustrious history of unparalleled.
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Delivery moreover, the proactive stance of the Indian government, synergised with the nation rich
IT lineage, fosters an environment ripe for growth. Policies that stimulate innovation incentivise
tech start-ups, and champion skill augmentation lay a robust foundation. This makes the
Outsourcing India equation not just advantageous, but a globally formidable alliance.
Compounding India pre-eminence is its persistent feedback mechanism. Firms have adeptly
harnessed data analytics, ensuring every customer interaction serves as a learning curve and an
avenue for refinement. This cyclical approach ensures that outsourcing endeavors from India
remain progressive, dynamic, and perpetually a stride ahead. The outsourcing tapestry is intricate
with myriad entities vying for global pre-eminence. Yet, with India steadfast commitment to
technological innovation and its unyielding focus on curating exceptional customer journeys, it
stands distinguished as an outsourcing beacon. As subsequent chapters of this narrative emerge,
one axiom stands clear: India is merely participating in the story; it orchestrating a renaissance in
global outsourcing. Exploring Varanasi was never an enticing option initially, though the plan was
in the offing for long. Kati Yare a pilgrimage not a picnic - a familiar phrase brought to me faded
images of the holy city from 2008- the first time | made a visit to Kati as a school kid. Though the
annoyingly narrow roads filled with cow dung, non-stop honking of vehicles and a messy
atmosphere with partially dilapidated buildings -remained the same, there were certain other
things that caught my eyes and mind this time, even with my vacation guilt peeping regularly,
showing its indomitable presence as a killjoy each time | tried to immerse myself in something
beautiful. The deepest and impactful of my experiences this time was the realisation of how this
visit lets us encounter forms of death in close quarters is it the burning pyres in Manikarnika ghat,
the rites performed for pleasing forefathers or even casual conversations delving deep into
matters of after death. The rituals performed seemed broad, covering known and unknown souls,
including pet plants, animals, friends, relatives- each one having crossed our path in life and left a
mark. The mindset seemed to have graduated to a more mature form of acceptance than grief and
mourning of paving path for the dear ones in whatever form to attain eternal salvation.
Philosophical though it may seem, the very act of considering the people, who were once around
us- talking, eating, living- as higher beings looked like an ultimate healing process- of finally finding
closure, still carrying the grief as a part of ourselves for the rest of our lives. | was also wondering
about the state of mind of those who come to Varanasi, as their last destination, awaiting their
turn to bid goodbye to their mortal form in this holy land, dissolving as a handful of ash within the
waves of Ganga. There is this other part of Varanasi too- splashed with vibrant colors and music
that stays with us long after we leave the city. The mysticity of Ganga Aarthi in the early hours, as
sky paints itself in different shades of blue, welcoming the first rays of the sun is a sight of behold,
as it tickles untapped corners of our spiritual side. The glitter of Benarasi sarees, paanwaalas
reveling in their detailed process of preparing the banarasi paan and sweetshops bustling with
activity and crowd- piping hot jalebis, lassi, rabdi and the unbeatable chaai. The sight of cycle-
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rikshaw waalas peddaling away with passengers, sweating profusely and holding survival in their
eyes- will tug at your heartstrings.
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The center Kashmir strategy apparently assumed that mainstream parties had no popular support
and would wilt once the heavy restrictions on their leaders stayed long enough. It also tried, rather
apparently naively, that a new cadre of politicians could be raised and a dramatic change in
political culture achieved through external stimulants. Defectors from the 598481 pdp and
Panchayati leaders who won in an election boycotted by most apparently parties completely failed
to build any alternative politics. The Kashmir policy has been a mix of reckless audacity and
ignorance, laced with the bop brand of unitary nationalism. Asymmetric power sharing with
several regions and the center has been critical to the formation and stability of the Indian union.
The current government itself, which is ostensibly opposed to special arrangements, negotiated on
one with nag rebels. The center has also reiterated there would be no alteration in any of the
existing arrangements in the northeastern region. In the 359848 case of joke, the mainstream
parties with deep social roots arrangements have always welded the region close to India. The bop
and the center sought to delegitimize them all as soft separatists. They were immobilized and
rendered vulnerable before their own people. These moves undermined all arrangements
elementary principles of democracy and federalism, but also impaired what the center claimed it
was doing closer integration of joke with India. There is a need for immediate course correction.
Joke statehood must be 32581 restored and political activities should be freely allowed, for a start.
The confusion over the arrangements so and Pakistan disclaimer give credence to the belief that
its government lacks a seriousness of purpose when it comes to its actions against all terrorists. If,
in fact, the so had named these terrorists in past orders, then why has it failed to. The center
Kashmir strategy apparently assumed that mainstream parties had no popular support and would
wilt once the heavy restrictions on their leaders stayed long enough. It also tried, rather
apparently naively, that a new cadre of politicians could be raised and a dramatic change in
political culture achieved through external stimulants. Defectors from the 598481 pdp and
Panchayati leaders who won in an election boycotted by most apparently parties completely failed
to build any alternative politics. The Kashmir policy has been a mix of reckless audacity and
ignorance, laced with the bop brand of unitary nationalism. Asymmetric power sharing with
several regions and the center has been critical to the formation and stability of the Indian union.
The current government itself, which is ostensibly opposed to special arrangements, negotiated on
one with nag rebels. The center has also reiterated there would be no alteration in any of the
existing arrangements in the northeastern region. In the 359848 case of joke, the mainstream
parties with deep social roots arrangements have always welded the region close to India. The bop
and the center sought to delegitimize them all as soft separatists. They were immobilized and
rendered vulnerable before their own people.
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Gol social media posts said that 6.7 million income tax returns had been filed till 11pm on July 31,
an hour before the deadline. To put that number in context, there are 617 million individuals with
a PAN, of whom 467 million have also linked it with their Aadhaar. The number of PAN allottees
exceeds the size of the workforce. On paper, India potential tax base seems unusually large.
However, from the practical standpoint of revenue raised, it despairingly narrow. On account of
pandemic-induced distortions in the last two years, the five years between 2015 and 2020 are the
best recent period to get a sense of trends in the tax base. Only 20% of non-corporate assessees in
2015-16 had an income exceeding Rs 5 lakh. Five years later, it had increased to 24%. But the
increase in the size of the base that represents the potential for meaningful tax collection was less
than 1 percentage point in a year. In 2018-19, about half of the 58.7 million returns filed among all
taxpayers showed no income. Therefore, the slice of the potential tax base that yields revenue is
tiny. Corporate tax assessments give an even clearer picture of the narrowness of the base. Gol
budget showed a corporate tax base of 9.17 lakh firms in 2019-20. Of this, a mere 0.2% or 1,843
companies contributed 69% of the corporate tax. It no exaggeration to say that the budget
performance is influenced by less than 2,000 firms. A key reason for the narrow base is the tax
exemption window, described by the budget as indirect subsidy to preferred taxpayers. A wide
exemption window and high statutory rates have given India the worst of both worlds. To
illustrate, firms with a pre-tax profit above Rs 500 crore had 58% share in the total profits open to
taxation. These firms had an effective tax rate of 20.19% in 2019-20 when the average statutory
rate was 34.58%. Successive governments have moved towards narrowing the window of
exemptions, but it not been fast enough. India direct taxes contribute a little over 50% of the total
tax revenue. It needs to be more for an economy with a per capita income of around $3,000. The
way forward is greater use of Al and a legal architecture oriented towards widening the tax base.
Five years after the Supreme Court ruled the right to privacy as fundamental, we still don have a
data protection law. Such a law is urgently needed to clarify ownership, storage and processing of
personal data collected by public and private entities. The law will also codify these entities
responsibilities and liabilities. Key recommendations of the Srikrishna committee were unpalatable
to Gol. This was evident from the Personal Data Protection Bill introduced in Parliament in 2019.
The Bill gave government sweeping exemptions from privacy norms and endowed it with powers
to overrule the proposed Data Protection Authority, reducing it largely to an appendage rather
than an independent regulator. Civil society worried that these backdoors.
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Would undermine privacy. The joint committee of Parliament examining the Bill added another
element of complexity by noting the difficulty of distinguishing personal and non-personal data.
The dissent notes submitted along with the committee report have also dashed hopes of a political
consensus. Bipartisanship will buttress the law in case there judicial scrutiny following a legal
challenge. The reference will be the 2017 SC judgment on privacy. The statutory vacuum is being
keenly felt. Take the theft of data from public and private agencies collecting biometric
information like fingerprints. This has led to people losing money from bank accounts. In May, a
UIDAI advisory warning against sharing Aadhaar numbers with unauthorised entities raised some
legitimate worries. There are also threats like the Pegasus malware that infects mobile phones and
the opacity of data collection operations of tech companies. With the era of 5G and ever greater
sharing of data between smart devices, not to mention the coming big jumps in computing power,
a data protection law is not a matter of choice, it a necessity. Three Congress legislators arrested in
Bengal with bundles of cash in their vehicle have set off frenzied speculation over the longevity of
the Jharkhand government. With another Congress MLA alleging the hand of Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma in attempts to engineer defections from Congress, the big picture doesn
look promising for the JMM-Congress alliance. JMM s also in all sorts of trouble following
revelations of CM Hemant Soren holding on to a mining lease even after taking office and ED raids
against his close aides. Congress suspension of the three MLAs reduces the alliance numbers from
49 to 46 with 41 being the halfway mark in the house. INC is also facing dissidence in neighbouring
Chhattisgarh with Bhupesh Baghel and TS Singhdeo at loggerheads. The rival factions in Karnataka
and Rajasthan also share an acrimonious relationship. For GOP, losing another alliance
government soon after Maharashtra will leave it with just two states where it is in government.
Read also: Congress suspends 3 Jharkhand MLAs caught with cash in West Bengal The financial
irregularities that are tumbling out have finally given BJP a repreive in Jharkhand. The electoral
arithmetic of a JMM and Congress combination, both of which have worked to improve their
ground game, would have posed difficulties for the BJP in the next assembly elections. An air of
distrust has crept into the JMM-Congress alliance. Congress has begun suspecting Soren
commitment towards building a strong national opposition to BJP and Soren must be now left
wondering how long the Congress leadership can hold its state legislature party together.
Nevertheless, the final act remains to be written. PM Modi on Saturday drew attention to the poor
payment habits of power distribution companies discoms. It results in financial problems that
plague the entire electricity supply chain. It may seem like a rerun of an old story. If it still bears
repetition, it on account of the inertia that grips state governments. Benefits of power.
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Sector reforms ripple out across the entire economy, but states continue to avoid them. Discoms
at the end of July ran up overdues of Rs 1.13 lakh crore to companies generating electricity. These
dues have a cascading impact. Generating companies struggle to meet their financial obligations
and the entire ecosystem struggles to honour its commitments on time. The nub of the matter in
discom overdues is not subsidies. Gol 2016 tariff policy allows cross-subsidies as long as tariffs are
within a 20% band around the average cost of supply. Moreover, the Electricity Act allows states to
subsidise consumers provided they meet one essential condition: Discoms need to receive the
subsidy in advance. If the law is followed, there will be no overdues. Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Telangana, UP and J K are among states and UTs with large overdues. The overdue doesn
necessarily reflect distribution efficiency. For example, TN aggregate technical and commercial
losses are 15% of the billed amount, lower than the national average of 21.8% in 2019-20.
Overdues, therefore, are a measure of states shifting their expenses to unrelated entities such as
electricity generating companies. This situation is both unfair and untenable. It in this spirit that
Modi call for a joint effort at finding a solution must be viewed. It a fiscal problem, not one
stemming from partisan politics. Governments at the Centre over the last two decades have made
unsuccessful attempts at solving the power payments problem. There are two practical steps.
Tariffs are fixed by state regulatory authorities. There a statutory law to notify a road map to bring
tariffs within 20% of the average cost of supply. Regulators need to follow the law. In addition, all
states need to follow the examples of Kerala and HP, among others, which are trying a switch to
direct transfer of electricity subsidy to the consumer. DBT can end a regime of cross-subsidy that
leads to delayed payments. Discom reforms need to start right away. Maharashtra governor BS
Koshyari remarks on Rajasthanis and Gujaratis and Mumbai financial power manage to be both
utterly wrong and entirely not in keeping with the ethos of the office he occupies. The governor
later statement that he didn mean to hurt any community is somewhat besides the point. This kind
of remark is bound to stir the pot in a country where both migration as an economic multiplier and
linguistic ethnic tensions are ever-present ingredients. The governor should surely appreciate that
how a city evolves is a matter of complex history. Mumbai or erstwhile Bombay had emerged as an
important trading post during the British rule as part of Bombay presidency. In fact, early British
presidencies also included the Bengal presidency and Madras presidency. But both today Kolkata
and Chennai have evolved differently vis-A -vis Mumbai despite notionally having the same
starting point. Plus, despite Indian states being created along linguistic lines after Independence,
no one community can lay claim to a state success or be blamed for its failure. Post-Partition
Punjabi refugees are.
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As much integral to Delhi rise as a rich city as the old Urdu-speaking gentry or the farming land-
owning community from what is today Haryana and UP. Maharashtra was created after protests
by the Samyukta Maharashtra Movement for a Marathi-speaking state. In fact, 106 people were
also martyred in police firing during the agitation in 1955. Therefore, these are very sensitive
issues. Unnecessarily, even if unwittingly, pitting Marathis against other communities must be
avoided there enough ugly politics around it already. Mumbai, and all major Indian cities, face
major challenges that have nothing to do with measuring ethnic contributions. And most leaders,
across parties and irrespective of posts they hold, seem quite unmindful of this. Delhi government
support for Punjab proposed Rs 2,500 per acre cash incentive to paddy farmers to curb stubble
burning will require Centre handholding. AAP governing Punjab and Delhi has helped the two
governments strike a consensus. Both are willing to contribute Rs 500 each and expect Gol to foot
the remaining sum. But Haryana, another farm fire contributor, has to be roped in too. Not just
Delhi, Haryana cities like Gurgaon and Faridabad, and UP cities like Noida and Ghaziabad are
affected by air quality dips due to stubble burning. Given the multi-state stakes, Delhi position as
the national capital, and the economic centrality of Delhi-NCR, Gol intervention can resolve policy
tangles. Gol Commission for Air Quality Management tackling NCR air pollution woes had a dismal
start last year. There no room for petty politicking on AAP proposal. Time is limited; stubble
burning peaks in October. Also, given the manifest disinterest of farmers towards various straw
management machines, and the bio-decomposer jointly developed by ICAR-IARI and pesticide
company UPL showing promise, the latter option must be prioritised alongside the cash incentive.
And farmers pocketing the sop must be penalised if they still burn stubble. Another man-made
threat on the northern plains is the fast-changing Himalayan ecology. With its glaciers and pristine
forests, Uttarakhand is a catchment area for the north two main rivers, Ganga and Yamuna. But
the state recorded the most heat wave days this year. High temperatures are triggering more
forest fires and depleting glaciers. Highway construction has made the Char Dham more accessible
and arguably serves national security imperatives. But the high pilgrim and tourist footfall
aggravates solid waste management problems in a fragile ecosystem. Whether in cities, villages or
mountains solid waste burning or burying is unsustainable. Gol with its resources, political capital
and statutory powers must take this up on war footing. If governments think environment is an
economic resource, then they must spend money to preserve it. The parliamentary kerfuffle over
Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury reference to President Droupadi Murmu as rashtrapatni
a very poor choice of a word is an opportunity to understand how problematic the intersection of
gender, language and social power can be. We should ask why is pati widely considered a
respectable word that conveys authority, and why patni conveys subjugation? And, more broadly.
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How does one remove gendered associations from titles? Until recently, this would have been a
question, because power was wielded mainly by men of rank and authority. It felt natural to say
founding fathers or chairman. But because language shapes thought, there been a conscious effort
to un-gender language. English has tried hard to shed ingrained biases with unisex words like flight
attendant, actor, police officer and so on many are now in common usage. ICC replaced batsmen
with batter. Other languages have their own challenges. While Hindi already has gender-neutral
personal pronoun in woh rather than he or she, every noun has its own gender, and it is nearly
impossible to root out this pattern. As is the practice now with German, Romance and Slavic
languages, one option is to create words that challenge the generic masculine, especially for titles.
Therefore, while Rashtrapati is the right word to address a woman president in Hindi, there no
reason we should think about and find a gender-neutral word to describe the country highest
constitutional post. Mamata Banerjee did well to sack Partha Chatterjee from her cabinet and
from party posts but, in political terms, she had little choice. The ex-minister, who now also
suspended from Trinamool, and his aide seem to have had a very simple view of hoarding ill-
gotten cash store them in apartments, thereby making law enforcement job easy. Even in this
country, where political brazenness about corruption is common, footage of trunks of cash being
carted out still moves public opinion. Banerjee, always ready to battle the Centre, its agencies and
BJP, is also a smart politician who knew Chatterjee had become an embarrassment and a liability.
BJP, trying to rediscover its mojo in Bengal after TMC roundly beat off its challenge, will sniff an
opportunity here. The question how the CM remained unaware of a senior colleague rampant
corruption is a valid one. And Chatterjee sacking may revive questions on TMC cadres and leaders
alleged practices on extorting money from businesses. There are, however, two broader
inferences that apply to Indian politics in general. All parties must recognise that the chances of an
embarrassing corruption scandal coming to light are higher now than before. It can be central
agencies, as in Chatterjee case, or a victim going public, as happened to Karnataka BIJP
government. A contractor complaints and subsequent suicide pulled the lid off Karnataka rampant
commission system for clearing government projects. Rural development minister KS Eashwarappa
had to quit. In Maharashtra potboiler politics, MVA was constantly alleging targeting by central
agencies. But the fact remains that prima facie evidence of financial dodginess has been apparent
in the case of some of those arget. The other point is the shameful use of vital services and
infrastructure to extract money. Selling of teachers posts is a widespread practice. Haryana
politicians hit headlines for this some years back. In Karnataka, clearances for government projects
that can directly ease citizens lives were made conditional on a high commission Even in.
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The unlovely spectrum of political corruption, these are particularly ugly practices. Party leaders
should be particularly severe on such colleagues. On March 28, 2019, Gol formally notified its
intent to start work on Census 2021. Three years on, Parliament was informed this week that on
account of Covid field activities for the census have been put off till further orders. That an odd
argument. Normalisation of social and economic activity is complete and multiple assembly
elections have been held since 2020. Yet field work on India richest data set keeps getting
postponed. Defending this by pointing out that key indicators can be extrapolated from Census
2011 is nowhere near good enough. India first census year was 1872. Since then, census field work
was never missed. The motivation for it is that a census requires enumeration of individual units
such as a household. It, therefore, provides foundational data also used for working sampling
frames of subsequent surveys. A census is no longer merely an enumeration of population. It spans
critical data that feed into the creation of a demographic, social and economic profile of the
population. Therefore, succeeding rounds have built on experience to expand the coverage. To
illustrate, there were 14 questions in the 1951 census. By 2011, these had increased to 29. Given
the unquestionable importance of this decadal exercise, its postponement for reasons that are not
quite convincing is triggering speculation. Some of that speculation has been addressed by Gol
recently. For example, census data won be used to create a National Register of Citizens NRC as
the statutory law governing census operations restricts it to the use of aggregated data. That
leaves two other suggestions that have gained traction. An innovation that is to feature in Census
2021 is self-enumeration. While details are not in the public domain, there have been suggestions
that Census 2021 provides an opportunity to get an accurate picture of the pandemic-induced
mortality. Perhaps the most contentious suggestion is the one raised by many political parties on
using Census 2021 to enumerate population based on castes. Post-Independence, caste
enumeration for the general population ended. It should stay that way. The decadal census is the
most important data collection exercise in India and forms the basis for state interventions in
multiple areas. Census data is a public good that also serves as a springboard for research that
feeds back into policy intervention. Given its criticality, field work on Census 2021 should not be
put off any longer. The 37 lives lost in Gujarat to hooch consumption several others are
hospitalised, and some critical are another tragic demonstration of the folly of prohibition.
Meanwhile, in Bihar, another prohibition adherent, hooch has reportedly killed 115 people this
year. Prohibition and exorbitant liquor taxes tend to push the poor towards illicit liquor, which is
cheap but unsafe. The Gujarat tragedy was caused by stolen methyl alcohol, used for industrial
purposes, finding its way to bootleggers. In damage control mode, officials are cracking down on
methyl alcohol storage.
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And conducting state-wide raids on bootleggers. But not only will this zeal predictably die down, it
misdiagnoses the problem. Economic logic dictates that where there is demand, a market will
materialise. Prohibition only serves to drive it underground, evident from ample availability of safe
liquor for better off classes in Gujarat and Bihar. This lucrative parallel economy, which engenders
corruption and criminal rackets, is far more socially harmful than legal drinking. Alongside are
strange bureaucratic systems like Gujarat that carve out permits for liquor consumption. The
continuance of this farce puts citizens who can legitimately drink elsewhere in the country under
unnecessary risk of criminalisation. Not surprisingly, there are those like BJP neta Khumansinh
Vansia who believe scrapping prohibition will be a smart policy for BJP in Gujarat. Prohibition cases
are also jamming courts, taking precious judicial time away from other crimes. A staggering 30 lakh
Prohibition Act cases are pending trial nationally. In 2020, 25% of criminal cases registered under
special acts and local laws were prohibition cases 5.6 lakh cases. Gujarat accounted for nearly half.
There also the point that revenues from liquor sales can support state exchequers instead of
enriching criminals. No one stopping governments from issuing advisories on liquor consumption.
But letting adults be if they wish to drink is an infinitely superior policy to pushing them to hooch
because they can legally drink. An actor poses nude for a magazine photoshoot. As is inevitable
with social media, photos circulate. As is inevitable too with social media, some people say they
are offended. There the matter should have ended. But Ranveer Singh, the actor, is now booked
by Mumbai police, for obscenity. This is utterly absurd and what is even more absurd and
dangerous is that no one with the power to correct this absurdity is And conducting state-wide
raids on bootleggers. But not only will this zeal predictably die down, it misdiagnoses the problem.
Economic logic dictates that where there is demand, a market will materialise. Prohibition only
serves to drive it underground, evident from ample availability of safe liquor for better off classes
in Gujarat and Bihar. This lucrative parallel economy, which engenders corruption and criminal
rackets, is far more socially harmful than legal drinking. Alongside are strange bureaucratic
systems like Gujarat that carve out permits for liquor consumption. The continuance of this farce
puts citizens who can legitimately drink elsewhere in the country under unnecessary risk of
criminalisation. Not surprisingly, there are those like BJP neta Khumansinh Vansia who believe
scrapping prohibition will be a smart policy for BJP in Gujarat. Prohibition cases are also jamming
courts, taking precious judicial time away from other crimes. A staggering 30 lakh Prohibition Act
cases are pending trial nationally. In 2020, 25% of criminal cases registered under special acts and
local laws were prohibition cases 5.6 lakh cases. Gujarat accounted for nearly half. There also the
point that revenues from liquor sales can support state exchequers instead of enriching criminals.
No one stopping governments from issuing.
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Likely to intervene and ask cops to withdraw the FIR. Singh has been booked under Section 292 of
IPC, which includes anything that is lascivious, appeals to prurient interest, or tends to deprave or
corrupt persons likely to read, see or hear the matter. It because obscenity is defined in such a
ridiculously loose and vague manner in Indian law that moral busybodies, cops and lower courts
get so many opportunities to harass citizens. Another actor, Shilpa Shetty, is still fighting an equally
absurd obscenity case filed in 2007. Because someone chose to be offended by American actor
Richard Gere kissing Shetty, police in Alwar, Rajasthan filed an FIR. The magistrate court
discharged Shetty, but Rajasthan police filed an appeal 15 years after the FIR that should have
never been filed the case goes on. Madhu Sapre and Milind Soman had to wait 14 years before
their acquittal in 2009 in the obscenity case over the 1995 Tuff shoes advertisement. Couples
kissing in the privacy of their cars have been booked by police in India, as have been those sitting
on park benches. When cops don file FIRs, they use provisions like Section 292 as an instrument of
extortion. Ideally, politicians should agree that laws like Section 292 of IPC are totally out of sync
with any modern, democratic society and kill the law. But since that won happen, we must raise
the cost for those who initiate these complaints as well as for cops and courts who take these non-
offences onboard. Likely to intervene and ask cops to withdraw the FIR. Singh has been booked
under Section of IPC, which includes anything that is lascivious, appeals to prurient interest, or
tends to deprave or corrupt persons likely to read, see or hear the matter. It because obscenity is
defined in such a ridiculously loose and vague manner in Indian law that moral busybodies, cops
and lower courts get so many opportunities to harass citizens. Another actor, Shilpa Shetty, is still
fighting an equally absurd obscenity case filed in 2007. Because someone chose to be offended by
American actor Richard Gere kissing Shetty, police in Alwar, Rajasthan filed an FIR. The magistrate
court discharged Shetty, but Rajasthan police filed an appeal 15 years after the FIR that should
have never been filed the case goes on. Madhu Sapre and Milind Soman had to wait 14 years
before their acquittal in 2009 in the obscenity case over the 1995 Tuff shoes advertisement.
Couples kissing in the privacy of their cars have been booked by police in India, as have been those
sitting on park benches. When cops don file FIRs, they use provisions like Section 292 as an
instrument of extortion. Ideally, politicians should agree that laws like Section 292 of IPC are
totally out of sync with any modern kill the law. But since that won happen, we must raise the cost
for those who initiate these complaints as well as for cops and courts who take these non-offences
onboard.
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Police has the full discretion to not register FIRs if they deem the complaint to be frivolous police
bosses must send the message down the line. Magistrate courts should issue quick discharges to
discourage police. And if they don, high courts should use their writ jurisdiction to quash FIRs and
impose substantial penalties on complainants. India has 4.5 crore pending cases. Clogging the
justice system with cases that should never see the light of the day is perhaps the biggest offence
here. A contiguous stretch of land in eastern India, spanning U.P, Bihar, Jharkhand and southern
portion of West Bengal, is reeling under a severe rainfall deficiency. The deficiency ranges from in
west U.P, Bihar, Jharkhand and south to the best Bengal. In east U.P, the deficiency is 72%,
according to IMD data on the southwest monsoon covering the period June 1 to July 20. This is
bound to have a negative effect on the paddy output this year as West Bengal and U.P are the
states with the largest paddy output in India. At the national level, however, the rainfall deficiency
in these states may not have a meaningful impact on food security. India food security is
supported by the PDS network which covers a population of about 800 million. The supply of rice
and wheat in the PDS is secured by crop to procurement operations carried out by Food
Corporation of India and multiple state government agencies. In the case of rice, it is Punjab,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Odisha which contribute most to the procurement operations.
Between these states, about 55% of paddy procurement is Police has the full discretion to not
register FIRs if they deem the complaint to be frivolous police bosses must send the message down
the line. Magistrate courts should issue quick discharges to discourage police. And if they don, high
courts should use their writ jurisdiction to quash FIRs and impose substantial penalties on
complainants. India has 4.5 crore pending cases. Clogging the justice system with cases that should
never see the light of the day is perhaps the biggest offence here. A contiguous stretch of land in
eastern India, spanning U.P, Bihar, Jharkhand and southern portion of West Bengal, is reeling
under a severe rainfall deficiency. The deficiency and south the to IMD data on the southwest
monsoon covering the period is bound to have a negative effect on the paddy output this year as
West Bengal and U.P are the states with the largest paddy output in India. At the national level,
however, the rainfall deficiency in these states may not have a meaningful impact on food security.
India food security is supported by secured by crop procurement operations carried out by Food
Corporation of India and multiple state government agencies. In the case of rice, it is Punjab,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Odisha which contribute most to the procurement operations.
Between these states, about 55% of paddy procurement is covered and they have recorded
adequate rainfall so far. Given the scanty.
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The 28-party INDIA alliance took a step forward in Mumbai on Friday by forming a coordination
panel and a campaign committee. Of the two bodies, the coordination panel reflects a measure of
the distance the alliance has travelled since its first tentative steps. The panel has two sitting CMs,
MK Stalin and Hemant Soren, and the seasoned Sharad Pawar. KC Venugopal is the Congress
nominee here. In terms of intent, it a sign the alliance is serious about mounting a challenge to
BJP-dominated NDA. That said, it still early days for the opposition alliance. Two daunting
challenges loom. Lok Sabha elections are increasingly presidential in nature, which gives NDA a big
advantage. NDA campaign will be built around Modi and the opposition alliance has its work cut
out. This leads to the other challenge the role of Congress, the only pan-India party in the
opposition. Congress will have to hugely improve its performance in the many seats where it the
primary challenger to BJP. In other contests, seat sharing talks in the alliance will prove tricky as
many regional parties have grown at the expense of Congress. Consequently, ground-level
coordination won be easy. The key takeaway of the alliance meeting in Mumbai is that its
constituents have shown the willingness to accommodate other interests, which is a prerequisite
for a broad-based front. In this, they have proved skeptics wrong. However, there still work left on
crafting a clear agenda that presents a realisable vision. A mere grab bag of welfare schemes and
abstract slogans are unlikely to take the alliance far. If they can do all of that a big if the next Lok
Sabha election may well see a keen contest. Child of Indian immigrants, Harvard and Yale Law
graduate, finance and biotech billionaire Vivek Ramaswamy is presently in The Donald good books.
But what more amaze balls than the former president saying that Ramaswamy could make a very
good veer is around 10% of Republicans telling pollsters that they plan to vote for Ramaswamy for
president! However far he goes in this race, he is already the new poster child of how far the desi
diaspora is going. They have been raising the unicorns and CEO-in the MNCs, doing the tech and
driving the trucks, our Pastels run the motels and our Florence Nightingales nurse the hospitals. In
the Global North academia they are professing STEM and the liberal arts without discrimination.
And now there is their ascending visibility in media and politics. Interestingly in the US, the
increase in Indian American representation is less tied to districts where they are a majority than is
the case with Latino and Black representation. The diversity-management skills one gets in desh
are helpful in building coalitions in videsh. An earlier era lament about brain drain has sensibly
given way to knowing that Indians doing well abroad is good for India. The increasing demographic
heterogeneity in departures is also worth celebrating. Even when better job opportunities get
created here, for the fine desi worker the world should still continue to be her oyster. Once Laddu
Pinto got sick. He was hospitalized, and the doctors suggested him an operation. Since there was
no other way to get the cure, the surgery was planned. It took many herculean steps to get into
the mindset of hospitalization. More so because it was not just that Laddu life was going to be
disturbed during the period of operation. The routine function of all family members was on the
verge of getting disrupted for a few days. Laddu and his family made all preemptive efforts to
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ensure a smooth transition between the pre-and post-operation periods. Grocery and grains were
stocked, all domestic support system.
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Was admonished not to be absent for silly reason, and all stakeholders were alerted in advance
and prepared for expecting sub-normal times Eventually, the day came, and Laddu got
hospitalized. Post-surgery, many people asked Laddu if he was scared. What Laddu replied was
enlightening. He said, he day | decided to get this operation done, | stamped over my fears! After
that, it was just a thoughtless walk into the highway of time. There were more questions from the
loved ones, What were you thinking when they took you in the wheelchair into the intensive care
unit? What thoughts did haunt you when they rushed you to the operation table? Laddu said, |
looked at all the happenings as a third person. It was as if | was watching a movie where the face
of the protagonist resembles me! Well, the operation was successfully done by the surgeon. It was
the time for recovery now. One such day, Laddu wife shared some of her concerns with Laddu. She
said, Do you remember the times when Mr. xyz was detected with a particular disease! When so
and so was sick, we had dedicated full time and energy to helping them at the hospital. Today,
when it their turn, they sit comfortably in their home! There were a few more observations of
similar texture. There was a list of valid expectations which did not meet a befitting response from
the loved ones. That when Laddu asked his wife a question. He said, Can you get back to your
school days for some time? Do you now remember the Extra Class, which was sometimes
announced by the school teacher? Friends, we all have gone through these school extra classes. |
am sure we all remember those days. Most of the time, the additional classroom sessions used to
be taxing and tiring. Why did the teacher, then, take those extra classes? It was an additional class
of teaching and learning supposed to accomplish either of the following objectives: our mind.
Selflessness purifies the mind, i.e., expands the mind to feel one with more and more; to grow in
love, care, concern for all others not just our neighbors. Why? Because the Lord lives in the temple
of the human body. So, selflessness expands our mind to see that infinite God in the image of man.
Let us first come to know Him in and round us. We should first ourselves come to know the Lord
within; and be able to solve our own problems, and then help others. By our very being we can
help others silently, by radiating Truth, without their being aware of it. But without having
obtained anything ourselves, it is quite absurd to think or talk about helping others. We all want to
be preachers, instead of undergoing our respective self-development practices, Sadhana, trying to
become efficient and pure instruments of the Lord. That is the whole trouble. First try to attain
Him, and then let Him do with you what He wishes to do. Give up the idea of preaching, helping
others for the time being. Inner and outer solitude: Holy company is always very helpful in spiritual
life; just as worldly company is very harmful. The real solitude is mental. Every day try to have a dip
into this eternal inner ocean of bliss and plenitude and freedom. The whole life then becomes
worth living. Just as sleep is essential for the health of this body, this inner solitude is necessary for
the health of the soul. Meditation means coming in touch with the Cosmic Power knowingly,
consciously, purposefully, and real meditation always replenishes the body and the soul.
Disconnect yourselves from your environment. Unless you put up the hedge, you can never grow.
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The beginner cannot grow without a hedge. There are always hurricanes and cyclones; and there
are goats who come and eat the tender plants. Who are our.
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Relations Very often those we call dear and near ones, are perfect strangers and very harmful to
us. They live on one thought-plane, we on another. Live in your own inner house, independently.
Live as a stranger with your so-called near and dear ones. Devotees and spiritual aspirants are our
very own, because this Divine connection with others is more permanent and even more intense
than any earthly connection. It is the only connection that counts. We are all living like guests in a
guest-house. You must get rid of the idea of ownership and bring in the idea of trusteeship. You
must never raise any emotional claim on others. They are not your property, and you in your
essence have nothing whatever to do with any of them. No aversion, no criticism. Just as butter
pervades milk, God pervades everything. Just as churning separates butter from milk, meditation
separates the Real from the unreal. Like butter in milk, Pure Consciousness, God, resides in every
being. Seeing the Atman in all beings, even intellectually, and all beings in the Atman, one remains
on the path to attain the highest Brahman, God; one realizes that any form of hatred for others
takes us away from God. Mere belief and theories can never help. Through Righteousness we vet
to strive to prepare our mind to see God all around us. This alone is our duty. This is a short
account on when | got an opportunity to spend half a day with a few soldiers from the Indian
Army. | was keen to ask them a few questions, just to get to know more about how Army life is like
and what kind of discipline these soldiers have in their daily lives. Personally, | always look for new
things to incorporate in life that can help one to improve as a person. As | got this opportunity, |
thought there is nothing better than asking this from those who protect us day and night at the
border without any failure. The very first thing we touched upon was how does army officials
maintain the high order of discipline and alertness that they have on every second basis. There is
no room for casualness, laziness, and wanting to go for the comfort option. One of the Army
officials shared that they wake up at 4:30 am every morning without fail. There are times when
they get to sleep early and get 6-7 hours of sleep, but there are days if given an order for late night
duty, then they would end up staying up very late. Whether late or early, the reporting time for all
in the morning stayed 4:30. On asking if there were any exceptions, or what would happen if they
were to not wake up on time, one of them said that words like no, not possible does not exist in
Indian Army. If there are instructions, then things must be followed. There is no room for looking
for comfort options that we tend to look for in our daily lives. Another important thing that came
out was that there are times when we are put in situations in which we get a bit stretched, and we
tend to complain about how things are unfair to us. Talking to these soldiers was so inspiring; let
alone complain, they seemed calm and content even with the number of difficult tasks that they
take up on an everyday basis. Mental toughness therefore is a big learning here. With the world
becoming so technologically advanced, things have become easier than ever for all of us. One must
be mindful enough to think about mental toughness, willpower, patience etc. as everything that
we wish for is within our arm length distance within seconds. In a scenario, when it is not, we end
up getting edgy and unhappy. One of the Army officials touched upon the importance of being on
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time and not taking things for granted. This might sound like something that we often hear, but
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Crucial paddy growing regions, the acreage under the crop this year is most likely to be lower.
That, however, may not translate into a new challenge for the Reserve Bank of India, which is
trying to control retail inflation that has breached its statutory level of tolerance. Neeraj Chopra
silver medal at the World Athletics Championship was an ideal end to India best showing in the
premier stand-alone global event for athletics, the oldest form of organised sport. Chopra silver in
the javelin event makes him only the second Indian to have won a medal at the Championship. The
last time an Indian stood on the podium was Anju Bobby George who got a long jump bronze in
2003. The other highlight of the latest edition of the Championship was that a record six Indian
athletes reached the final of their respective events Chopra, Rohit Yadav, Annu Rani, M.
Sreeshankar, Paul Eldhose and Avinash Sable. The combination of both state funding and private
sponsorship has helped more Indian athletes make the final cut on account of better inputs. Some
of the elite athletes now train abroad for a considerable period of time. Chopra success and the
better showing at the Championship should not obscure a troubling development. This is one of
the worst years in Indian athletics in terms of doping scandals. Two national record holders, among
others, have tested positive for banned substances. Most Indian athletes come from impoverished
backgrounds. Athletics is the pathway to a better future. It unlikely that they used banned
substances without a nudge from powerful people in the system. It important to curb this trend
early and simultaneously treat the athletes in trouble with more understanding. Crucial paddy
growing regions, the acreage under the crop this year is most likely to be lower. That, however,
may not translate into a new challenge for the Reserve Bank of India, which is trying to control
retail inflation that has breached its statutory level of tolerance. Neeraj Chopra silver medal at the
World Athletics Championship was an ideal end to India best showing in the premier stand-alone
global event for athletics, the oldest form of organised sport. Chopra silver in the javelin event
makes him only the second Indian to have won a medal at the Championship. The last time an
Indian stood on the podium was Anju Bobby George who got a long jump bronze in 2003. The
other highlight of the latest edition of the Championship was that a record six Indian athletes
reached the final of their respective events Chopra, Rohit Yadav, Annu Rani, M. Sreeshankar, Paul
Eldhose and Avinash Sable. The combination of both state funding and private sponsorship has
helped more Indian athletes make the final cut on account of better inputs. Some of the elite
athletes now train abroad for a considerable period of time. Chopra success and the better
showing at the Championship should not obscure a troubling development. This is one of the
worst years in Indian athletics in.
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Spectrum auction for 5G services concluded Monday. The big picture is that 71 of the spectrum
were sold for Rs 1.5 lakh crore, which can be paid over 20 annual installments. Three features of
the auctions stood out. Gobi showed a lot more pragmatism this time, because in recent auctions
spectrum often remained unsold. While that been the case this time too, Gobi helped push things
along by diluting the cost of acquisition. Payment in installments was introduced, bank guarantees
were waived and spectrum usage charges eliminated. It helped. Action was concentrated in three
bands. In 700 MHz, which went unsold in two preceding auctions, 3300 MHz and 26 GHz? The last
two bands were auctioned for the first time and all four bidders picked up spectrum in 26 GHz. The
700 MHz and 26 GHz bands will see different kinds of 5G rollout. The former is a low frequency
band which can cover wide areas with fewer base stations but is relatively slow in download
speed. The 26 GHz spectrum is millimeter wave band. Its chief characteristics are fast connection
speeds of more than 3 Gaps but limited range for signals. This band is likely to be used for captive
networks among businesses. The 3300 MHz mid band is where most of the auction revenue was
generated. About 54 of the total spent were in bids for this band. The three incumbent telecom
firms competed for it and 76 of the spectrum on offer was sold. The action here suggests that
incumbents continue to augment their 4G capacity as that will remain the mainstay for a while.
This band also offers the room to upgrade at a later date as the market evolves. One sign of the
market evolution is that just 17 of the spectrum in the 900. Spectrum auction for 5G services
concluded Monday. The big picture is that 71 of the spectrum were sold for Rs 1.5 lakh crore,
which can be paid over 20 annual installments. Three features of the auctions stood out. Gobi
showed a lot more pragmatism this time, because in recent auctions spectrum often remained
unsold. While that been the case this time too, Gobi helped push things along by diluting the cost
of acquisition. Payment in installments was introduced, bank guarantees were waived and
spectrum usage charges eliminated. It helped. Action was concentrated in three bands. In 700
MHz, which went unsold in two preceding auctions, 3300 MHz and 26 GHz? The last two bands
were auctioned for the first time and all four bidders picked up spectrum in 26 GHz. The 700 MHz
and 26 GHz bands will see different kinds of 5G rollout. The former is a low frequency band which
can cover wide areas with fewer base stations but is relatively slow in download speed. The 26 GHz
spectrum is millimeter wave band. Its chief characteristics are fast connection speeds of more than
3 Gaps but limited range for signals. This band is likely to be used for.
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MHz, the mainstay of voice calls, got sold. The unsold spectrum does raise questions on the
reserve price. It was too high in some of the bands. Spectrum is a finite resource and when it goes
unsold, a precious economic resource is wasted. Gobi pragmatism must extend to reserve price. Al
Qaida leader Adman al Zawahiri assassination in a US drone strike in Afghanistan demonstrates
that the American war on terror endures. Zawahiri had moved to Kabul after the Taliban takeover
last year. He was finally targeted by an American drone on the balcony of a building in the Afghan
capital. He was closely involved with the planning and execution of the 9 11 attacks, as well as
other terror strikes on American targets around the world such as the 1998 bombings of US
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. His elimination is good news. That said, al Qaida has become a
shell of its former self since Zawahiri took over the outfit following Osama bin laden assassination
in 2011. Multiple factors are behind this. The global Islamist terrorist movement has splintered
with al Qaida branches across the world practically operating independently. In fact, the Iraqi
branch of al Qaida morphed into the Islamic State terror group that went on to claim leadership of
the Islamist movement. Similarly, al Qaida branches in Syria, North Africa and even in the Indian
subcontinent have gone on to achieve operational independence. The most significant aspect of
Zawabhiri death is that he was eliminated in Afghanistan this raises serious questions about Taliban
ability to honor the 2020 Doha Agreement. The latter had paved the way for US withdrawal from
Afghanistan on the condition that Taliban guarantee Afghan soil will never be used to harbor al
Qaida and other terror groups. Zawahiri residence was in the. MHz, the mainstay of voice calls, got
sold. The unsold spectrum does raise questions on the reserve price. It was too high in some of the
bands. Spectrum is a finite resource and when it goes unsold, a precious economic resource is
wasted. Gobi pragmatism must extend to reserve price. Al Qaida leader Adman al Zawabhiri
assassination in a US drone strike in Afghanistan demonstrates that the American war on terror
endures. Zawahiri had moved to Kabul after the Taliban takeover last year. He was finally targeted
by an American drone on the balcony of a building in the Afghan capital. He was closely involved
with the planning and execution of the 9 11 attacks, as well as other terror strikes on American
targets around the world such as the 1998 bombings of US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. His
elimination is good news. That said, al Qaida has become a shell of its former self since Zawabhiri
took over the outfit following Osama bin laden assassination in 2011. Multiple factors are behind
this. The global Islamist terrorist movement has splintered with al Qaida branches across the world
practically operating independently. In fact, the Iraqi branch of al Qaida morphed.
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Heart of Kabul and it shows Taliban is either unwilling or unable to drop its dangerous friends.
While the US got distracted with the war in Ukraine, Taliban hardcore Kandahar faction along with
the Pakistan backed Haqqanis used the opportunity to sideline the moderate Doha faction and re
imposed an ultra conservative agenda for Afghanistan. This means that India must remain on alert
as Pakistan, with its influence over sections of Taliban, could reactivate Afghanistan as an anti India
terror base. Therefore, India must coordinate closely with the US and other countries that share its
concerns to counter the terror threat coming from Afghanistan, and carefully assess Taliban even
while establishing ties with it. Eleven years after eliminating Osama bin Laden, United States has
announced triumphantly that it has killed his successor Adman al Zawahiri too. Zawahiri meeting
his end in Kabul is a blow for the Taliban regime attempts to gain credibility in other world capitals.
That it continues to give refuge to the Al Qaeda despite its Doha commitments does bode well
either. While the terror group has lost ground since the daring 9 11 attack, it remains feared for its
shadowy presence and offshoots in many countries and continued attempts to recruit youth. It will
be interesting to watch who the outfit now turns to for leadership. For the Biden administration,
Zawahiri killing comes at a critical moment when it is domestically battling plummeting economic
growth and high inflation. Internationally too, it will help US regain some credibility after the
botched pullout from Afghanistan last year. Explainer: Who was al Qaida leader al Zawahiri and
why did US kill him? All eyes will now be on the faction ridden Taliban establishment. It is
inconceivable that US could have zeroed in on Zawahiri after two decades without taking
advantage of the Taliban internal dissonance. It is clear the Taliban government cannot be trusted
with its promises of not harboring terror groups that threaten the world. A Taliban that continues
to go rogue ins good news for every country including India battling the scourge of religious
fundamentalism. Heart of Kabul and it shows Taliban is either unwilling or unable to drop its
dangerous friends. While the US got distracted with the war in Ukraine, Taliban hardcore Kandahar
faction along with the Pakistan backed Haqganis used the opportunity to sideline the moderate
Doha faction and re imposed an ultra conservative agenda for Afghanistan. This means that India
must remain on alert as Pakistan, with its influence over sections of Taliban, could reactivate
Afghanistan as an anti India terror base. Therefore, India must coordinate closely with the US and
other countries that share its concerns to counter the terror threat coming from Afghanistan, and
carefully assess Taliban even while establishing ties with it. Eleven years after eliminating Osama
bin Laden, United States has announced triumphantly that it has killed his successor Adman al
Zawahiri too. Zawahiri meeting his end in Kabul is a blow for the Taliban regime attempts to gain.
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The Islamist terrorists, those who are inspired by the ideology of organisations such as al-Qaeda
and the Islamic State, see the world as an arena of a clash of civilisations. Driven by a perverted
interpretation of religion, they are ready to unleash violence against anybody who does not
subscribe to their worldview. The fight against jihadists a minuscule minority among the world
Muslims but a potent threat to societies given their embrace of violence and a vicious ideology
should be mindful of not allowing them to sow discord on the basis of religious identities. This is
the biggest challenge before the French President, Emmanuel Macron. Mr. Macron, who earlier
this month said Islam is in crisis, should lead a united response to terrorism that does not posit
French values against any belief system. The fight is for civilisational values, for democracy,
secularism, freedom, and equality against radical Islamism, a medieval ideology that has equipped
itself with modern weapons. It is important for the world that France wins this fight. The
southwest monsoon Aug 2022 has officially drawn to an end with the India Meteorological
Department declaring a withdrawal of the associated winds and rainfall pattern from India on
Wednesday. The suspected nice attacker, a 21-year-old Tunisian who is now in hospital with
injuries, killed two, including an elderly woman, in a church; the other escaped to a pub nearby but
later died of injuries. France, home to Europe largest Muslim community, has particularly been hit
by Islamist terrorism in recent years. Thursday incident, which occurred in the context of the
controversy over satirical magazine, is the latest in a series of terror attacks in the country in the
last eight years that have killed more than 200. France agony and anger are understandable and its
leaders have repeatedly said they would not give in to threats from terrorists. But the tragic reality
is that jihadists continue to strike, taking innocent lives. Each time, it serves as a reminder that
neither the government preventive measures that include credible intelligence gathering and
deradicalisation efforts, nor its combative postures work in ending this terror run. Needless to say,
these attacks are driving a wedge between France already polarised communities, feeding into the
far-right Islamophobic political narrative. An implacable security response is an imperative of any
counter-terrorism strategy. But it is important to understand the enemy. The Islamist terrorists,
those who are inspired by the ideology of organisations such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State, see
the world as an arena of a clash of civilisations. Driven by a perverted interpretation of religion,
they are ready to unleash violence against anybody who does not subscribe to their worldview.
The fight against jihadists a minuscule minority among the world Muslims but a potent threat to
societies given their embrace of violence and a vicious ideology should be mindful of not allowing
them to sow discord on the basis of religious identities. This is the biggest challenge before the
French President, Emmanuel Macron. Mr. Macron who.
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However, educational institution managements were not operating school and college buses. The
Supreme Court on Monday refused a plea made by former CBI judge the author of the to allow
him to continue with his personal security. Ndia on Sunday slammed Pakistan managements for its
attempt to accord provincial status to the so called Gilgit Baltistan, saying it is intended to
camouflage the illegal. To the extent that your consent is a basis for collecting personal
information about you, there is an Supreme Court age requirement for you to be camouflage at
least 16 years of age or to be at least 13 years of age, if camouflage this is what has been
determined by the law managements in your country. In the event that you do not meet the
minimum age requirements, you must receive consent from your parent or guardian so that
information can be processed in adherence to this Privacy Policy, and managements camouflage if
you lack such consent, Canada Immigration Express will not provide you with its services and/or
Supreme Court products. Canada managements Immigration Express reserves the right, at the
discretion of the camouflage company, to request information and proof regarding your age.
Canada Immigration Express recognizes the need to provide further privacy protections with
respect to personal information the company Supreme Court may camouflage process from
children on our websites, channels and managements applications. Personal information for
underage individuals aged 16 and less will be stored only after their legal guardian consents, and
will be used only to deliver the application to the relevant authorities. Canada managements
Immigration Express won register an individual 16 years old or younger as camouflage a client.
Canada Immigration Express collects personal information about you when you actively submit
information Supreme Court to us such as when you contact us through various means, including by
email, telephone, postal delivery, online chat or social media, and or when camouflage
managements you provide your details in an application operated by our company, and we also
Supreme Court gather information whenever you utilize our services, products or service channels,
including through observation of your usage of our websites. However, educational institution
managements were not operating school and college buses. The Supreme Court on Monday
refused a plea made by former CBI judge the author of the to allow him to continue with his
personal security. Ndia on Sunday slammed Pakistan managements for its attempt to accord
provincial status to the so called Gilgit Baltistan, saying it is intended to camouflage the illegal. To
the extent that your consent is a basis for collecting personal information about you, there is an
Supreme Court age requirement for you to be camouflage at least 16 years of age or to be at least
13 years of age, if camouflage this is what has been determined by the law managements in your
country. In the event that you do not meet the minimum age requirements, you must receive
consent from your parent or guardian so that.
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Deepavali to resume at schools remains voluntary, which now extend until the end of November,
specify that parents can decide what their wards should do. Existing regulations allow research
scholars and students who have to take up practical work to resume from October 15, but colleges
remain understandably cautious and want to adopt a staggered approach to reopening. India
revitalized public sphere outside containment zones, with shops and restaurants open, and buses
and urban trains on stream, is set to widen its scope as cinemas also open at half capacity. These
activities will restore the sinews of the economy, but they come with the risk of exposing more
people to the corona virus. At the end of several fatiguing months of restrictions, the belief that
India has crossed peak infections and reduced its transmission rate could well prompt citizens to
become lax about safe behavior proper, universal use of face coverings, personal hygiene and
distancing norms. This could pose an unprecedented risk, since children who are believed to be
less affected by the infection could bring the virus home to vulnerable individuals, a phenomenon
experienced after reopening schools in Israel. Minimizing negative impacts during the 2022 unlock
and pre-vaccine phase, therefore, requires unwavering adherence to safety protocols, and
additional vigilance on the part of State health authorities who must monitor the situation in
educational institutions. Globally, reopening of schools has elicited mixed reactions, but
governments have deferred to the learning needs of children in Europe where lockdowns have
been reemployed due to a fresh wave of cases. In any case, data published in August show that
children represented less than 5% of all infections in 27 European countries. Teachers unions in
Britain are calling for limited classes to help disadvantaged children and those with parental
commitments; public schools in many U.S. States remain closed while some private institutions
have reopened; France is asking even small children to wear masks along with teachers. Deepavali
to resume at schools remains voluntary, which now extend until the end of November, specify that
parents can decide what their wards should do. Existing regulations allow research scholars and
students who have to take up practical work to resume from October 15, but colleges remain
understandably cautious and want to adopt a staggered approach to reopening. India revitalized
public sphere outside containment zones, with shops and restaurants open, and buses and urban
trains on stream, is set to widen its scope as cinemas also open at half capacity. These activities
will restore the sinews of the economy, but they come with the risk of exposing more people to
the corona virus. At the end of several fatiguing months of restrictions, the belief that India has
crossed peak infections and reduced its transmission rate could well prompt citizens to become lax
about safe behavior proper, universal use of face coverings, personal hygiene and distancing
norms. This could pose an unprecedented risk, since children who are believed to be less affected
by the infection could bring the virus.
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In a world already unsettled by Russia invasion of Ukraine came US House of Representatives
speaker Nancy Pelosi visit to Taiwan and aggressive Chinese retaliatory responses. Pelosi has been
a long-standing opponent of the Chinese Communist Party, which included unfurling a small
banner at Tiananmen Square in 1991 commemorating the martyrs of the massacres two years
before that. With elections later this year placing doubts over Democrats ability to retake the
House of Representatives, this may even be Pelosi last attempt at making a grand political
statement. Not surprisingly, the Biden administration was caught in a bind. It clearly did want a
militaristic standoff with China at a time when it is locked into a confrontation with Russia. But
allowing Chinese aggression against Taiwan to go unchallenged was no solution either. China saw
the Pelosi visit as an affront to its territorial claims on Taiwan. Moreover, Xi Jinping has no option
but to project a more aggressive posture with the Communist Party Congress nearing. To that
extent, Pelosi may have got her timing wrong. Read also: Here are all the ways China hitting back
against Nancy Pelosi Taiwan trip Taiwan has been a self-governing electoral democracy for
decades. It is only Chinese heft that is preventing world nations including India from upgrading
their relationship with Taiwan. But such tactics are also counterproductive. China actions in
eastern Ladakh have prompted India to progressively shed its ambivalence. The bottom line is that
if China continues in this vein, electoral democracies will continue to band stronger against it as
has happened with the Quad and other strategic groupings. The storm triggered by Pelosi raises a
big question: How will the stakes raised by her visit play out for Taiwan, China and the rest of the
world in the coming days? In a world already unsettled by Russia invasion of Ukraine came US
House of Representatives speaker Nancy Pelosi visit to Taiwan and aggressive Chinese retaliatory
responses. Pelosi has been a long-standing opponent of the Chinese Communist Party, which
included unfurling a small banner at Tiananmen Square in 1991 commemorating the martyrs of
the massacres two years before that. With elections later this year placing doubts over Democrats
ability to retake the House of Representatives, this may even be Pelosi last attempt at making a
grand political statement. Not surprisingly, the Biden administration was caught in a bind. It clearly
did want a militaristic standoff with China at a time when it is locked into a confrontation with
Russia. But allowing Chinese aggression against Taiwan to go unchallenged was no solution either.
China saw the Pelosi visit as an affront to its territorial claims on Taiwan. Moreover, Xi Jinping has
no option but to project a more aggressive posture with the Communist Party Congress nearing.
To that extent, Pelosi may have got her timing wrong. Read also: Here are all the ways China
hitting back against Nancy Pelosi Taiwan trip Taiwan has been a self-governing electoral
democracy for decades. It is only Chinese heft.
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A half a billion users, and an industry valued at $20 billion by 2025 these eye popping numbers
underline how the world of fantasy gaming in India is a juggernaut within online gaming in India.
But there is more to it than just the figures and the simplistic narrative that the growth is a mere
consequence of the pandemic. The Indian user base for fantasy gaming rose from 2 million to 90
million during this period at a of 212. The onset of the pandemic and the dependence of fantasy
games on real-time sporting leagues did slow things down a bit. But, fantasy sports platforms
gradually increased user engagement by swiftly adapting new leagues, online-only gaming modes
and innovative new features. Indians were also drawn to fantasy gaming owing to the nation love
for sports, especially cricket. The pandemic turned out to be only a minor and temporary setback.
The promising future of online fantasy sports in India is evident from the fact that India is currently
the largest fantasy sports market in the world and is growing at a CAGR of 38. It is anticipated to
be worth Rs. 1.65 lakh crore by 2025. And even with India still behind the curve a bit on
infrastructure, it is anticipated to have a user base of 510 million players by the end of 2022, which
is larger than the US user base for fantasy sports. Outlook: Sunny with a chance of unicorns The
sector has 200+ Indian operators in the market and has already produced several unicorns in a
reasonably short period. Over the past few years, it has been a crucial area for innovation and
investment. India large market with potential 136.3 million sports fans makes it a space for
multiple unicorns to spawn in this Industry. Some important reasons why the outlook seems
positive are Increasing reach A rise in smartphone usage, low-cost data, favorable demographics,
and the tech-savvy, avid Indian sports fans are increasing the reach of fantasy sports. The
widespread viewing of new sports leagues like the IPL, T20, Vivo Pro Labadie League, etc. can also
be acclaimed for their rising popularity. The imminent arrival of 5G technology The 5G smartphone
user base is likely to increase from 400 million to a billion in the future years thus, there is huge
growth potential. The high speed and low latency of the 5G network will enable FS platforms to
create bigger, better multiplayer games in the future. Block chain innovation New participants are
also making use of block chain technology, which can assist to achieve complete transparency
surrounding player data, time stamps, team choosing, and more. This will be helpful to both
prevent fraud as well make the whole gaming experience fairer and transparent. The information
on the chain is verifiable by anyone at any time. Thus, it will serve as a perfect solution for a
decentralised system. The use of block chain technology will also help in overcoming the
regulatory hurdles. Regulatory Support Regulatory ambiguity is.
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A big challenge in front of fantasy sports. Better legislation regulating its practice will help to reap
plenty of economic and cultural benefits. Along these lines, Niti Ayog published a draft in 2020
putting down the guiding principles for the regulation of the FS market. It has also suggested a
formal and legal recognition of the FS business as well as the creation of a partial self-regulatory
agency to manage FS operations across India. Lucrative economic benefits In 2021 it generated Rs.
10,700 crores in revenue, and more than Rs. 1180 crores as tax, making it a potential economic
juggernaut. The sector has received over Rs. 10,000 crores of FDI and according to Niti Aayog, if
regulations support the fantasy gaming business, it might attract an equivalent or more FDI in the
near future. Regulating the industry might spur high foreign investments, innovation, and jobs
throughout India sporting sector. New Games to Support Fantasy Sports The entry of platforms
and leagues other than the IPL and ISL will boost the Indian sports economy. The Atma Nirbhar
Bharat Innovate Challenge will also bring more sophisticated gaming apps to the market,
supporting the growth of a multisport culture in India. Innovating the user experience FSs are
reinventing the online gaming experience by merging communication, social features and
entertainment experiences into one platform. Additionally, features like instant withdrawals, Al-
based approval for KYC, unique team picking combinations, diverse contests, algorithmically
generated NFT trophies etc. are also being introduced to the platform. Technology breakthroughs
and metaverse means are continually making enormous strides forward and helping to develop
unconventional, streamlined and seamless gaming experiences. Also, insights from customer
feedback loops are making platforms innovate regularly. 8. Better user engagement With
blockchain, users can share data without losing control and ownership of it. These skill-based
games allow the users to research (on previous match stats, pitch reports and weather
information) from various sources including gathering insights from friends and making an
informed decision while picking virtual teams to compete in leagues. Conclusion The rising
revenues indicate that fantasy gaming in India is well placed for the future. It encourages tech
investment and presents lucrative commercial prospects given its sizable consumer market.
However, regulatory and tax-related challenges are also present in the sector, highlighting the
need for a national approach to maintaining market stability. Regulatory certainty will be crucial to
aiding the emerging sector. And if all this comes together, it is game on Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises are the backbone of the Indian economy. With a 63 million strong base, these
enterprises are accounting for nearly 45 of the country exports and contributing to around 30 of
the GDP. They are also credited for generating over 80 of the jobs in the country. On the other end
of the spectrum, MSMEs are performing sluggishly when it comes to digital adoption, particularly
in the production and supply chain space. On the broad spectrum, MSMEs are not averse to digital
transformation. The adoption of digital systems for surveillance.
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Coming from Army had a whole different meaning and weight to it. From the Army standpoint, if
they are off even by a second then something can go wrong in an extreme direction. The learning
here is even if the responsibility may not be as big as protecting the borders, one should respect
every second and understand the importance of it. We never know when an alarming situation
may come in our lives, which is when every second can become crucial to come out of it. Finally,
the importance of trust and teamwork was touched upon. On asking the soldiers on how they
navigate during times when they are in an uncertain situation, they mentioned they trust and
respect what the senior leadership asks them to do. The soldiers put their lives on stake as they
take up the challenge to defend the country borders and protect us. Standing for one other, and
trusting their seniors is the way they go about doing this. The learning coming out here is that in
our daily lives we tend to come across people with different kinds of intentions. There are people
who may go to any extent to selfishly seek benefit for themselves and end up betraying or putting
others down in the process. As we strive to become happy and move towards our goals, it is
important to maintain integrity, honesty, and discipline, a few things that we can learn through
examples of a soldier life (role models) of our country, filling you with helplessness and pain. The
crowd and long queues at the Kaashi Vishwanath temple and a multitude of other small and big
temples around- Annapoorneswari, Vishalakshi, Sankat Mochan Hanuman, Dhundi Ganapathi,
Kowdi Maa, Kaala Bhairav and Dhandapani may tire you out, but still are worth a visit. All tiredness
magically disappear with a dip in the Holy ganges. A visit to Allahabad allows you to witness the
Triveni Sangam- the confluence of Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswathi rivers. The people are kind and
helpful and eager to explain the history and importance of each Ghat or temple- whether the
boatmen, drivers, guides or shopkeepers- just ensure you have a track of the currency notes
flowing from your hands and be sure to bargain too. While taking a stroll through the streets of
Varanasi, your eyes will be mesmerised by colors of all kind flowers, bangles, bracelets, necklaces,
bags, clothes- a lot of shops lined up on either sides which in itself is a sight to behold. The city is a
potpourri of everything- spirituality, culture and buzz. As we checked in our baggage, now thrice as
heavy with all the Gangajal bottles, | was wondering what we were actually carrying home- the
holy water from the Ganges or a little bit of a reminder of the transience of life- that we might
reach out for our last Gangajal too- sooner or later- so why think twice before helping yourself
with a second serving of that Gulab jamun The INDIA alliance has wrapped up its third conclave,
this time in Mumbai. After every INDIA meeting, BJP asks the question: Modi vs who? or who will
be the Opposition face to challenge PM Modi in 2024. But searching for a face to combat the
dominant persona of the PM is only to the BJP advantage. Instead of worrying about Modi vs who,
INDIA should focus on Modi vs message. Momentum is rapidly building for the general elections
and the Opposition needs to go to the people with an alternate constructive vision of national
renewal. Instead of only voicing fears of rising majoritarianism and democracy in danger, it time to
craft a concrete message of hope. | have in the past taken the Indian media and analysts to task for
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jingoism and dubious claims of military greatness. Surely one should do the same with the
reportage of most of the western media on the.
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Ukraine war. They were, rightly, appalled when Russia invaded Ukraine claiming it was part of
Akhand Russia. But moral indignation should not slant war reportage. At the start of this year the
media were excited and gung-ho to report on Ukraine spring offensive. With careful preparation
and new arms and training, this was supposed to smash through the Russian held land bridge to
Crimea, enabling Ukraine to recover substantial territory and important ports like Mariupol. While
India mega, stellar achievements are still being processed by awestruck citizens, one begins to
wonder about emotions closer to the heart and home that are a whole lot more grounded the dark
side of our own lives Pink Floyd momentarily overtook the imagination of urban desi fans who
recalled the band 1970 album, The Dark side of the Moon, while watching Chandrayaan land on
the South Pole of our beloved Chanda Mama. It was an awe-inspiring moment for overjoyed
Indians as we momentarily stopped exhaling during the dramatic conquest of unknown lunar
territory. The moon has dominated our consciousness ever since, culminating with the spectacular
Super Blue Moon this week. The sun was briefly overshadowed while the world remained
moonstruck. Till India announced ISRO Aditya-L1 mission, leading to a collective jaw drop. Child of
Indian immigrants, Harvard and Yale Law graduate, finance and biotech billionaire Vivek
Ramaswamy is presently in The Donald good books. But what more amaze balls than the former
president saying that Ramaswamy could make a very good veer is around 10% of Republicans
telling pollsters that they plan to vote for Ramaswamy for president! However far he goes in this
race, he is already the new poster child of how far the desi diaspora is going. They have been
raising the unicorns and CEO-in the MNCs, doing the tech and driving the trucks, our Pastels run
the motels and our Florence Nightingales nurse the hospitals. In the Global North academia they
are professing STEM and the liberal arts without discrimination. And now there is their ascending
visibility in media and politics. Interestingly in the US, the increase in Indian American
representation is less tied to districts where they are a majority than is the case with Latino and
Black representation. The diversity-management skills one gets in dash are helpful in building
coalitions in Videsh. An earlier era lament about brain drain has sensibly given way to knowing that
Indians doing well abroad is good for India. The increasing demographic heterogeneity in
departures is also worth celebrating. Even when better job opportunities get created here, for the
fine desi worker the world should still continue to be her oyster. Once Ladd Pinto got sick. He was
hospitalized, and the doctors suggested him an operation. Since there was no other way to get the
cure, the surgery was planned. It took many herculean steps to get into the mindset of
hospitalization. More so because it was not just that Ladd life was going to be disturbed during the
period of operation. The routine function of all family members was on the verge of getting
disrupted for a few days. Ladd and his family made all preemptive efforts to ensure a smooth
transition between the pre-and post-operation periods. Grocery and grains were stocked, all
domestic support system was admonished not to be absent for silly reason, and all stakeholders
were alerted in advance and prepared for expecting sub-normal times Eventually, the day came,
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and Ladd got hospitalized. Post-surgery, many people asked Ladd if he was scared. What Ladd
replied was enlightening. He said, he day | decided to get this operation done, | stamped over my
fears! After that.
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Security, attendance, accounting, web presence, virtual meetings, etc., makes this clear. Same is
the case in production wherein they have embraced PLC, SCADA, and other digital control systems.
The key is that the ROl should be obvious. In the present circumstances, the ROI by digital
transformation is not so obvious, and hence the adoption is sluggish. Let understand some of the
obstacles that are impeding the digital adoption across MSME space. Clarity of ROl The problem
with regard to clarity of ROl can be understood by considering the examples of Predictive
Maintenance and Overall Equipment Effectiveness (OEE). Predictive maintenance is projected to
reduce unplanned downtime, augment efficiency, improve safety, and promote better compliance
with regulations. The benefits are not same in all plants and industries. A thorough study is needed
to understand the data required to implement an effective predictive maintenance system. Same
is the case with OEE. Without a good understanding of the Capital expenditure and Operational
alignments to be made, the ROI projected would be on a shaky foundation. Implementing a system
that has the capability to do predictive maintenance, OEE, etc., but not supporting it by the
requisite processes and data leads doesn produce the intended ROI. That shadows the entire
transformation initiatives. Also, labelling one problem as the numero uno across different
industries will not help in any way. It is imperative to understand that digital transformation
path/requirements is not the same for every industry. For some, the immediate ROl area could be
digitization, and for others it could be switching from Batch sampling QA/QC to every item. The
Dependency Challenge Automation is a well-established industry with a strong ecosystem and
end-to-end standardized. More importantly, even with difficulty, the components are replaceable
with different vendors. Digital transformation components, on the other side, are emerging, non-
standardized, and enigmatic. This means that the MSMEs cannot pick and choose the best of
available components. Also, scalability is a challenge. The same goes with Data and Security
Management. The Cost Factor Unlike large organizations, who can afford to fail on some
initiatives, pick up the threads, and run further programs, MSMEs are walking a tight rope. They
cannot take the risk of going big on digital transformation and cope with failures. Entry Barriers
The biggest entry-level barriers that are affecting MSME digital adoption are as follows: Absence of
a standardized framework that can guide the MSMEs through their digital journey. Lack of access
to specialized partners who can help MSMEs to stay tuned with the latest digital framework. The
Road Ahead to Drive Digital Transformation The above pointers sum up the key digital adoption
challenges faced by MSMEs. Understanding these challenges and implementing remedies such as
the ones mentioned below will drive digital adoption in the coming future: Publish ROI studies for
each vertical and each function Publishing time-bound studies about the ROI of digital adoption by
the government, industry bodies, and other relevant parties will go a long way in alleviating fear
and promoting greater awareness. Create standards for.
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Digital transformation and interoperability between products in line with standards like ISO 9000
series and compliance standards like BS for vehicles The standardization push by the regulatory
authorities and industry bodies can create a need for digital transformation. The BSVI standard
adoption is a case in point. This will help the OEMs to drive digital transformation through the
entire supply chain including the MSMEs effectively without much resistance. Incentivize the
MSME investments in Digital Transformation Government incentives for digital investment will
drive faster adoption, provided that there is proper awareness of ROl and an effective need for
transformation. On the other hand, incentives in isolation will not do any magic. Make the digital
ecosystem (sensors, systems, etc.) affordable by encouraging the enablers The cost barrier for
digital transformation can be overcome by making the sensors, systems, and other associated
digital components affordable. This demands the collective effort of the industry, industry
associations, and the Government. Industry bodies and organizations such as Smart Manufacturing
Counsel, Samarth Udyog, and many more are working to accelerate digital transformation by
offering consultancy, implementation frameworks, etc. These efforts will pay better if they are
supported by the above discussed points. Who moved my Cheese Investing in digital
transformation when you are in charge is more economical and less tiresome than when you are
not. 3D printing of injection mold is a case in point. The current trend demands a disruption of the
conventional mold making process. If the traditional industry is not cognizant of this change, they
will very soon start to fight a survival battle. Conclusion Digital transformation is inevitable. It
appears that it is in the phase of eCommerce excitement of 2000. It will not become a fabric in the
industry overnight, but it will become in time. The benefits will be seen Digital transformation and
interoperability between products in line with standards like ISO 9000 series and compliance
standards like BS for vehicles The standardization push by the regulatory authorities and industry
bodies can create a need for digital transformation. The BSVI standard adoption is a case in point.
This will help the OEMs to drive digital transformation through the entire supply chain including
the MSMEs effectively without much resistance. Incentivize the MSME investments in Digital
Transformation Government incentives for digital investment will drive faster adoption, provided
that there is proper awareness of ROl and an effective need for transformation. On the other
hand, incentives in isolation will not do any magic. Make the digital ecosystem (sensors, systems,
etc.) affordable by encouraging the enablers The cost barrier for digital transformation can be
overcome by making the sensors, systems, and other associated digital components affordable.
This demands the collective effort of the industry, industry associations, and the Government.
Industry bodies and organizations such as Smart Manufacturing Counsel, Samarth Udyog, and
many more are working to accelerate digital transformation by offering consultancy,
implementation frameworks, etc. These efforts will pay better if they are supported by the above
discussed points. Who moved my Cheese Investing.
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The gene-editing tool has indeed taken life sciences into a new epoch. The Reserve Bank of India
will release its third monthly be at the pulls and pressures in the economy by the monetary policy
committee. The review began on Wednesday instead of following the government failure to
appoint its three nominees to the six member committee. This is the first such instance in recent
years. That the terms of the government first set at the end of August was known from the time it
was constituted four years ago. Also is released by the central bank in April. Even if the hunt for
new members was disrupted by the pandemic, the government had ample time to expedite these
appointments the last policy review took place. The new members academic Ashima Goyal with
interests in the interplay of fiscal and monetary policies, noted agriculture economist Shashanka
Bhide, and markets scholar Jayanth unexceptionably good picks who would lend a holistic world
view to. In normal times, one could put this avoidable delay down to bureaucratic in the incomes
remain under pressure, and inflation continues to reign above limit of the price stability mandate
and the Centre, which entailed the setting up of approach towards continuity in such an important
policy review body, at a time when markets are keen to know India fiscal and monetary stance and
the RBI inflation and growth projections for the year, is unacceptable and sends a clumsy signal to
global investors. Some lateral thinking may be needed to conjure up fresh stimulus measures for
the stuttering economy, but policy mandarins should not lose sight of routine decisions. With the
last being filled after protracted gaps of about six months each, appointment processes, especially
for critical financial policy roles, are clearly in need of an urgent overhaul. The gene-editing tool
has indeed taken life sciences into a new epoch. The Reserve Bank of India will release its third
monthly be at the pulls and pressures in the economy by the monetary policy committee. The
review began on Wednesday instead of following the government failure to appoint its three
nominees to the six member committee. This is the first such instance in recent years. That the
terms of the government first set at the end of August was known from the time it was constituted
four years ago. Also is released by the central bank in April. Even if the hunt for new members was
disrupted by the pandemic, the government had ample time to expedite these appointments the
last policy review took place. The new members academic Ashima Goyal with interests in the
interplay of fiscal and monetary policies, noted agriculture economist Shashanka Bhide, and
markets scholar Jayanth unexceptionably good picks who would lend a holistic world view to. In
normal times, one could put this avoidable delay down to bureaucratic in the incomes remain
under pressure, and inflation continues to reign above limit of the price stability mandate and the
Centre, which entailed the setting up.
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Unequivocally indicate that it will prioritise the revival of economic growth over inflation, at least
through the end of the current financial year. The bank reconstituted Monetary Policy new
external members, unanimously voted to even as it categorically stated that continue with the
accommodative stance as long as necessary to revive growth on a durable basis and mitigate the.
Interestingly, the none too subtly tilted away from reconstituted its inflation targeting mandate by
downplaying the risks on the for keeping inflation above the tolerance band for months. These
shocks, it posited, should dissipate as the economy unlocks, supply chains are restored, and
activity normalises. As part of the shift in priority it also made bold to project that it would stick
with the accommodative stance at least during the current financial year and into the next
financial year, a forward looking guidance that immediately prompted and vote reconstituted
against the wording. While one will have to wait for the minutes of the meeting to possibly glean
the objections that, had, of ensuring a dovish position on interest reconstituted rates for at least
six months has left it little near-term leeway to tame price pre great lengths to emphasise that the
current inflation hump was a transient phenomenon that needed to be looked through when
taking measures to support the emerging impulses and helping the economy return to its feet.
Through a series of liquidity enhancing and credit flow supportive steps, the central bank
reiterated its commitment to maintaining stability in the financial markets, at a time when the
resources-strapped Central and State governments are expected to resort to substantially higher
levels of borrowing to meet their spending needs. There can certainly be no maintaining argument
at this point that the economy. Unequivocally indicate that it will prioritise the revival of economic
growth over inflation, at least through the end of the current financial year. The bank
reconstituted Monetary Policy new external members, unanimously voted to even as it
categorically stated that continue with the accommodative stance as long as necessary to revive
growth on a durable basis and mitigate the. Interestingly, the none too subtly tilted away from
reconstituted its inflation targeting mandate by downplaying the risks on the for keeping inflation
above the tolerance band for months. These shocks, it posited, should dissipate as the economy
unlocks, supply chains are restored, and activity normalises. As part of the shift in priority it also
made bold to project that it would stick with the accommodative stance at least during the current
financial year and into the next financial year, a forward looking guidance that immediately
prompted and vote reconstituted against the wording. While one will have to wait for the minutes
of the meeting to possibly glean the objections that, had, of ensuring a dovish position on interest
reconstituted rates for at least six months has left it little near-term leeway to tame price pre great
lengths to emphasise that the current inflation hump was a transient phenomenon that needed.
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Taking to his the that he will be grateful for it. He Instagram shared a video featuring Shah Rukh,
Rani and Kajol. The stars were Instagram seen talking about their memorable moments on the
sets. At the Instagram end of the video, a note comes that the film taught Neelam Kothari,
Sikander Kher, Bhumi Pednekar among others flooded the comment section with their lovely
Instagram comments. The wheels of India multi-year stock market rally are slowly beginning to
come off. Since the Union Budget was presented this month, there has been a palpable change in
mood among investors, who in presented June led a mini-rally in the market as signs emerged one
after another presented that the government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi would be
returning to power at the Centre. The Nifty and the Sensex are down the Budget was presented.
Foreign portfolio investors have pulled about the prospects of structural reforms that could boost
India economic portfolio growth under the second Modi government, have been quite portfolio
disappointed by the Budget proposals. Among other things, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
imposed new taxes on the super rich and on companies that buy back their own shares, and raised
the The monsoon storm that never became a cyclone, has managed to cross. The Thai government
decision to issue an emergency decree, banning the media, demonstrates both its
acknowledgement of the seriousness of the challenge it is facing in the wake of to address the
actual problems. The protests, grown into a large political movement, raising challenges for the
government and also to the monarchy, an institution that has historically been a military coup,
won a disputed election last year. Backed by the King, he has tightened his grip on power and
cracked down on dissent. Taking to his the that he will be grateful for it. He Instagram shared a
video featuring Shah Rukh, Rani and Kajol. The stars were Instagram seen talking about their
memorable moments on the sets. At the Instagram end of the video, a note comes that the film
taught Neelam Kothari, Sikander Kher, Bhumi Pednekar among others flooded the comment
section with their lovely Instagram comments. The wheels of India multi-year stock market rally
are slowly beginning to come off. Since the Union Budget was presented this month, there has
been a palpable change in mood among investors, who in presented June led a mini-rally in the
market as signs emerged one after another presented that the government led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would be returning to power at the Centre. The Nifty and the Sensex are down the
Budget was presented. Foreign portfolio investors have pulled about the prospects of structural
reforms that could boost India economic portfolio growth under the second Modi government,
have been quite portfolio disappointed by the Budget proposals. Among other things, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman imposed new taxes on the super rich and on companies that buy
back their own shares, and raised the The monsoon storm.
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Not have been taken aback by these measures, which are seen as increasing the burden on
businesses. Even more worrying is the signal that is sent across by the falling stock market. As
stock prices discount the future, lackluster market performance could well be a prelude to the
further worsening of general economic conditions in the near term. There is already a significant
downturn in sectors such as automobile with major companies reporting falling sales and earnings,
and automobile dealers closing down showrooms and slashing jobs. The is the best phenomena of
our against the completed 20 years, the makers organised a big bash, where the cast and crew of
the film met. In Compliance of Letter No., Bihar District Level Refresher Training has to be
imparted for Polling Personnel. So you are directed to attend refresher training as mentioned
below. All Polling Personnel are advised to check their personal information in refreshing letter. If
there any issue please inform to NIC District Unit Collectorate, Nawada as well as mention it in
training attendance sheet at the training center during refresher training. A deep monsoon
depression over the west central Bay of Bengal, which weakened as it moved over Telangana,
resulted in downpours over several districts in the State, severely affecting the city of Hyderabad
as average rainfall of Hyderabad for was surpassed on a single day when 192 mm of rain fell.
According to the India Meteorological Department, this is the highest rainfall for October recorded
in Telangana a high intensity downpour in a short span is bound to affect a densely populated
urban area, and Hyderabad was no exception. At were killed and several localities submerged and
isolated following incessant rains and the overflowing of the city lakes. Other districts were badly
affected too: roads damaged and irrigation tanks breached. Not have been taken aback by these
measures, which are seen as increasing the burden on businesses. Even more worrying is the signal
that is sent across by the falling stock market. As stock prices discount the future, lackluster
market performance could well be a prelude to the further worsening of general economic
conditions in the near term. There is already a significant downturn in sectors such as automobile
with major companies reporting falling sales and earnings, and automobile dealers closing down
showrooms and slashing jobs. The is the best phenomena of our against the completed 20 years,
the makers organised a big bash, where the cast and crew of the film met. In Compliance of Letter
No., Bihar District Level Refresher Training has to be imparted for Polling Personnel. So you are
directed to attend refresher training as mentioned below. All Polling Personnel are advised to
check their personal information in refreshing letter. If there any issue please inform to NIC District
Unit Collectorate, Nawada as well as mention it in training attendance sheet at the training center
during refresher training. A deep monsoon depression over the west central Bay of Bengal, which
weakened as it moved.
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The has based its revision on better than anticipated second quarter outturns, mostly in advanced
economies where activity rebounding improved after lockdowns were eased, as well as signs of a
stronger recovery in the July September quarter. But the IMF has been prudent in pointing out
that even as the world rebounding economy ascends out of the depths it plunged to in April,
following the worldwide lockdown; there remains the danger of a resurgence in infections that is
prompting countries in Europe to reimpose at least partial closures. And the risks associated with
predicting the pandemic progression, the unevenness of public health responses, and the extent to
which domestic activity can be disrupted, magnify the uncertainty. Pointing out that the pandemic
is set to leave scars well into the medium term labour markets take time to heal, investment is
held back by uncertainty and balance sheet problems, and lost schooling impairs human capital,
IMF Chief Economist Gita Gopinath contends that global growth will gradually slow to certain to be
severely set back. Observing that the pandemic uncertainty is set to widen inequality between
economies and work closely to ensure that new treatments and vaccines are made available to all
since wider and faster availability of medical solutions could boost global income by almost $9
trillion by end 2025, reducing uncertainty income divergence, she says. With no visibility yet on
vaccine availability, the IMF has also stressed the need for policymakers to persist with direct
income support for the uncertainty most vulnerable and regulatory forbearance for stressed but
viable firms. The message is clear. In a world as interconnected as it is today, the cost of economic
insularity would only be more protracted pain for all. The has based its revision on better than
anticipated second quarter outturns, mostly in advanced economies where activity rebounding
improved after lockdowns were eased, as well as signs of a stronger recovery in the July
September quarter. But the IMF has been prudent in pointing out that even as the world
rebounding economy ascends out of the depths it plunged to in April, following the worldwide
lockdown; there remains the danger of a resurgence in infections that is prompting countries in
Europe to reimpose at least partial closures. And the risks associated with predicting the pandemic
progression, the unevenness of public health responses, and the extent to which domestic activity
can be disrupted, magnify the uncertainty. Pointing out that the pandemic is set to leave scars well
into the medium term labour markets take time to heal, investment is held back by uncertainty
and balance sheet problems, and lost schooling impairs human capital, IMF Chief Economist Gita
Gopinath contends that global growth will gradually slow to certain to be severely set back.
Observing that the pandemic uncertainty is set to widen inequality between economies and work
closely to ensure that new treatments and vaccines are made available to all since wider and faster
availability of medical solutions could boost global income by almost $9 trillion.
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Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari was tactless in his tasteless comment at a public
event recently, where he brought up the tensions between Marathi speakers and people from
other parts of the country who have made the State their home. The Governor, inappropriately for
the position that he occupies, taunted Marathi speakers by saying that if Gujaratis and Rajasthanis
are removed from Maharashtra, especially from Mumbai and Thane, no money would be left
there, and Mumbai would lose its status as India financial capital. The statement triggered a storm
in the State that has a strong stream of regionalism in its politics, forcing even the BJP to distance
itself from him. Maharashtra is a growth centre of the country and attracts talent and investments.
Ethnic tensions, and the questions regarding the character and status of Mumbai, which were
extremely volatile topics in State politics at one point, are now dormant. The Shiv Sena and the
Nationalist Congress Party have a distinct regional character, while the Congress and the BJP vie
for the support of linguistic minorities too. But no party frames its politics as an ethnic face-off. In
this context, Mr. Koshyari statement was unwise. He has since recanted his statement, and
apologised. The long list of transgressions by Mr. Koshyari, and his latest gaffe, should serve as a
reminder to all Governors to be judicious, and mindful of the borders of proper conduct. In
November 2019, Mr. Koshyari had sworn in a government after a night of political intrigues, in a
hushed manner, and it did not last even to test its majority in the Assembly. Once the Maha Vikas
Aghadi MVA government was formed under the leadership of Uddhav Thackeray, Mr. Koshyari
turned blatantly hostile towards it. In October 2020, he taunted the Chief Minister for keeping
places of worship closed to contain the spread of COVID-19, asking him whether he had turned
secular. Protests erupted and the Union Home Minister, Amit Shah, was disapproving of the taunt.
He refused to accept the list of 12 people that the State cabinet had recommended for nomination
to the legislative council. Mr. Koshyari did not allow the election of a new Speaker of the Assembly
for more than a year after the resignation of the previous Speaker, citing excuses. He suddenly
decided to bury all that to allow the election of a new Speaker immediately after the formation of
a new government of the breakaway faction of the Shiv Sena and the BJP, following the fall of the
MVA government. He made thoughtless remarks about Chhatrapati Shivaji and Savitribai Phule,
icons of Maharashtra cultural pride and social progress. The Centre, which appoints July
provisional trade data should trigger early warning signals among policymakers, as the first year-
on-year contraction in exports in 17 months, albeit marginal, and a 44% jump in imports, sharply
widened the trade deficit to a third successive monthly record. The export performance is of
concern, reflecting a slowdown in overseas demand for Indian merchandise, the competitive
advantage.
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And viewed on a sequential basis, the slide in exports from June level is a disconcerting 12.2%.
Engineering goods, which at more than 26% represented the largest share of merchandise shipped
overseas in July, contracted 2.5% from a year earlier and also shrank 2.9% sequentially. Even
granting that the Government introduction in late May of a stiff export tax on a range of steel
products, with a view to boosting their domestic availability and cooling price gains, was likely to
have constrained exports of this segment of engineering goods, the contraction in the broad
category points to a clear slowdown in demand in the advanced economies. Cultural pride and
social progress. The Centre, which appoints July provisional trade data should trigger early warning
signals among policymakers, as the first year-on-year contraction in exports in 17 months, albeit
marginal, and a 44% jump in imports, sharply widened the trade deficit to a third successive
monthly record. The export performance is of concern, reflecting a slowdown in overseas demand
for Indian merchandise, the competitive advantage gained by the rupee sizeable depreciation
against the U.S. dollar notwithstanding. While the Commerce Ministry has sought to explain away
the 0.8% slide in last month exports as largely being a result of inflation-control curbs, the Ministry
preliminary disaggregated data suggest several key sectors including engineering goods, gems and
jewellery, garments and yarn and textiles, and drugs and pharmaceuticals, which were mostly
outside the purview of those measures, also suffered contractions. The latest S&P Global PMI data
from the U.S. and the eurozone for economic activity in July is also far from reassuring. As per the
PMI data, output across Europe major economies sharing the euro as common currency shrank for
the first time since February 2021 And viewed on a sequential basis, the slide in exports from June
level is a disconcerting 12.2%. Engineering goods, which at more than 26% represented the largest
share of merchandise shipped overseas in July, contracted 2.5% from a year earlier and also shrank
2.9% sequentially. Even granting that the Government introduction in late May of a stiff export tax
on a range of steel products, with a view to boosting their domestic availability and cooling price
gains, was likely to have constrained exports of this segment of engineering goods, the contraction
in the broad category points to a clear slowdown in demand in the advanced economies. Cultural
pride and social progress. The Centre, which appoints July provisional trade data should trigger
early warning signals among policymakers, as the first year-on-year contraction in exports in 17
months, albeit marginal, and a 44% jump in imports, sharply widened the trade deficit to a third
successive monthly record. The export performance is of concern, reflecting a slowdown in
overseas demand for Indian merchandise, the competitive advantage gained by the rupee sizeable
depreciation against the U.S. dollar notwithstanding. While the Commerce Ministry has sought to
explain away the 0.8% slide in last month exports as largely being a result of inflation-control
curbs, the Ministry.
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As a worsening manufacturing downturn combined with a slowdown in the service sector to drag
the composite index into contraction territory. The U.S. economy, which has now contracted for
two successive quarters putting it on the edge of a recession, saw manufacturing PMI post its
lowest reading in two years as output and new orders declined in July. Given that the U.S. and the
eurozone combined consumed almost a third of India goods exports in the last fiscal year, the
prospect of July export slowdown deepening as demand in these markets weakens appears
increasingly more likely. Imports continued to expand at a robust clip, driven largely by the
expanding domestic demand for essentials including crude oil, coal, edible oils and electronic
items. Coal and coke alone exceeded $5.1 billion. The augury from the trade data is that the
external sector faces increasing vulnerability as the burgeoning trade deficit is set to swell the
current account deficit, adding pressure on the rupee at a time when portfolio investments from
overseas have been negative, and foreign direct investment has been significantly weaker.
Governors, must make sure that such conduct is not rewarded or tolerated gems and jewellery,
garments and yarn and textiles, and drugs and pharmaceuticals, which were mostly outside the
purview of those measures, also suffered contractions Scientists announced on Wednesday they
have restored blood flow and cell function throughout the bodies of pigs that were dead for an
hour, in a breakthrough experts say could mean we need to update the definition of death itself.
However it could also spur debate about the ethics of such procedures particularly after some of
the ostensibly dead pigs startled the scientists by making sudden head movements during the
experiment. The U.S.-based team stunned the scientific community in 2019 by managing to
restore cell function in the brains of pigs hours after they had been decapitated. As a worsening
manufacturing downturn combined with a slowdown in the service sector to drag the composite
index into contraction territory. The U.S. economy, which has now contracted for two successive
guarters putting it on the edge of a recession, saw manufacturing PMI post its lowest reading in
two years as output and new orders declined in July. Given that the U.S. and the eurozone
combined consumed almost a third of India goods exports in the last fiscal year, the prospect of
July export slowdown deepening as demand in these markets weakens appears increasingly more
likely. Imports continued to expand at a robust clip, driven largely by the expanding domestic
demand for essentials including crude oil, coal, edible oils and electronic items. Coal and coke
alone exceeded $5.1 billion. The augury from the trade data is that the external sector faces
increasing vulnerability as the burgeoning trade deficit is set to swell the current account deficit,
adding pressure on the rupee at a time when portfolio investments from overseas have been
negative, and foreign direct investment has been significantly weaker. Governors, must make sure
that such conduct is.
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During one of his interactions with people, A P J Abdul Kalam was asked why he did get married.
Never one to be offended, Kalam replied | find rocket science much easier to understand than
marriage. Most people have given up on understanding marriage, but many are trying more
earnestly to understand rocket science, thanks to Kalam and Chandrayaan-3. After Kalam, it is
India latest Moon mission that has kindled popular interest in science. Isro scientists are flooded
with invitations to not just seminars, but showroom openings and corporate gatherings as well.
Suddenly, the rocket scientist is a star. Companies have moved their products from the pipeline to
Launchpad boardroom presentations have replaced markets with orbits, growth with propulsion.
Not just students, grown-ups with little background of science are thronging planetariums and
watching science shows. This newfound euphoria offers some lessons to science teachers
Popularise science and let students explore the themes behind the theorems, the romance behind
rocket science. | am not sure if we would jump up in such unadulterated joy when a mission lands
on, say, Venus or Jupiter. Those missions would be more difficult than Chandrayaan, but Moon has
a special place in our hearts. Up and close, the lunar surface is a treacherous place of craters and
mounds, dust, heat and cold, but we had Shammi Kapoor sing Chand sa roshan chehra at Sharmila
Tagore and Poornima fall for Mohan singing llaya nila pozhigirathe. Our science education should
tap on such popular missions to dejargonise and democratise science. If our scientists don have
the time to move out of their workplaces, we should have storytellers who can take science from
labs to lay people. It was here that Kalam was different. Focused on his work, Kalam was also a
natural charmer who became the biggest ambassador of science. | believe that because Kalam was
a great human being first, a scientist and statesman next. When | was helping rocket scientist S
Nambinarayan write his autobiography Ready to Fire, we discussed the competition between
scientists led by Kalam who were working on solid propulsion and those like Nambi who were
pushing for liquid propulsion systems. At a point, Nambi called up Kalam to brief him about a
chapter that was critical about Isro favouring solid propulsion over liquid propulsion. Would he feel
bad about it, Nambi asked Kalam. Kalam just laughed and offered to write the foreword for the
book Kalam died in 2015, before the book was published. The biggest stupidity of our education
system is trying to separate science and arts now a shared passion is promising to bridge the gap.
Stephen Hawking, the man who dared to peep into the mysteries of the universe and write A Brief
History of Time, put it beautifully Science is not only a discipline of reason, but also one of
romance and passion. When you hold a pen or a pipette, whether you realise it or not, you are
immersing yourself in the ether of science and art. Art may not follow the rules of science maybe
that why Claude Bernard said art is |, science is we, but science permeates every brushstroke of
art. Look no further than some of the images of distant galaxies captured by the Hubble telescope
for the brilliance of art in the depths of the cosmos. Science, like art, makes mistakes, but they are,
as Jules Verne said, useful mistakes that lead us little by little to truth. This mantra of the Mundaka
Upanishad Sacred Scripture is a universal guide for India throughout its millennia of history.
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Everyone cannot have their own truth, because we all share one. At the same time, everyone has
their own path to the truth. Peace, love, justice, mutual respect.
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And prosperity are the true values that underlie the modern religious and social tenets of all
civilised nations. | had never been to India before my appointment as an Ambassador. This unique
country impressed me at first sight, surprising with new emotions and feelings every day. The true
value of India is its people. Indians seem to have absorbed all the centuries-old wisdom and
culture of their country. Calm and balanced, attentive and polite, deeply family-oriented. It may
even seem somewhat archaic. The truth is hidden behind this outer facade today India develops
technologies and production, culture and science in dynamic and rapid manner. Make in India is
not just a slogan. This is the philosophy by which this country lives, ambitiously competing for
regional and world leadership. This philosophy inspires Indians for even bigger and bolder projects
and plans. | witnessed the national elation and pride of citizens for their country when India
Chandrayaan-3 successfully completed its moon landing mission on August 23. Thus, India has
courageously challenged the traditional leaders in space exploration and made it clear that its
fourth place in this list is temporary. According to the Minister of External Affairs of India Dr.
S.Jaishankar, this Indian success became the key and most discussed topic at the recent BRICS
summit. Against this background, initiatives to expand the format of BRICS seemed secondary. In
today globalised world, it is quite difficult to achieve success on one own without joining unions
and alliances. An affiliation with the weak always leads to weakness. On the contrary alliance with
the strong powers opens a window of new opportunities. And this is not about military power it is
about economic security, industrial cooperation and sustainable development, which lead to
mutual prosperity. True alliances are possible only between those who share common values,
principles and ideals. The formation of an alliance against someone is a counterproductive and
destructive process due to the lack of positive motivation of its members and the reactive nature
of the decisions they make. The collapse of the Warsaw Pact, created in 1955 in opposition to
NATO, confirms this axiom once again. Any attempts to revive the Soviet empire and build
alliances to renew the global military confrontation between the East and the West are destined to
failure. The basic goal of BRICS was to create a platform for a mutually beneficial partnership, to
ensure the financial and social stability of its members. Today, the alliance is already positioning
itself as an alternative association of countries advocating multipolarity in international relations.
One day, because of the attempts of its particular members, this union could be transformed into
a military-political alliance. The drift in this direction began in 2019 with the joint naval exercises of
South Africa, China and Russia in Cape Town. In February this year, similar military exercises were
held in Durban and Richards Bay in the province of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. In this regard, it
should be noted that military alliances between potential adversaries are not only impossible, but
also dangerous from the point of view of national security. Will an alliance be genuine with a
country that once suddenly decides to put a part of your territory on its map? Is it possible to trust
in security guarantees and good intentions to solve bilateral relationship issues at the negotiating
table, if the next day the guarantor-state comes to your land with a war? These are rhetorical
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guestions. Alliances created on the basis of common understanding and vision of the future are
true, The visit.
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The past week witnessed some forward, albeit inexplicably delayed, movement towards breaking
the deadlock between the Centre and States on bridging this year shortfall in cess collections to
recompense States for adopting the GST. Following a at a third meeting of the GST Council on the
issue last Monday, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said States that had agreed to the Centre
proposal could begin borrowing from the market. To recap the Centre had argued that; the rest
was with interest and principal payments to come from future cess collections; or borrow the
option. On Thursday, however, the Centre changed tack and said it was now. Calling this an
administratively easier measure to ensure States do not end up borrowing at different interest
rates, the Ministry asserted this would neither increase the fiscal deficit nor the general
government debt. States and economists have welcomed this change of heart, especially as it
helps bring in much needed cash for States to fight the pandemic. However, it is odd that the
administrative ease of the Centre borrowing and lending to States, had not struck North Block
mandarins earlier given that the cess collection worries surfaced soon after the lockdown was
imposed. Over the course of the negotiations, States had urged the Centre to borrow and pay
them, but the Finance Ministry had repeatedly stressed that this would push up interest rates and
upset its fiscal math. Precious time could have been saved had the Centre made this offer earlier
seven months into a year that has seen economic activity and revenue sources dry up, and States
have only received. Kerala, which was considering a petition in the Supreme Court with other
Opposition-ruled States, has cooled off on the legal route, but Friday, Ms. Sitharaman wrote to
Chief Ministers suggesting that the 1-lakh crore, in addition to borrowing, would give
compensation shortfall. The past week witnessed some forward, albeit inexplicably delayed,
movement towards breaking the deadlock between the Centre and States on bridging this year
shortfall in cess collections to recompense States for adopting the GST. Following a at a third
meeting of the GST Council on the issue last Monday, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
States that had agreed to the Centre proposal could begin borrowing from the market. To recap
the Centre had argued that; the rest was with interest and principal payments to come from future
cess collections; or borrow the option. On Thursday, however, the Centre changed tack and said it
was now. Calling this an administratively easier measure to ensure States do not end up borrowing
at different interest rates, the Ministry asserted this would neither increase the fiscal deficit nor
the general government debt. States and economists have welcomed this change of heart,
especially as it helps bring in much needed cash for States to fight the pandemic. However, it is
odd that the administrative ease of the Centre borrowing and lending to States, had not struck
North Block mandarins earlier given that the cess collection worries surfaced.
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Then should the clinical trials of potential vaccines be top priority models, to be useful, must
induce potential policy change to avoid their own scenarios and this latest must be seen no more,
no less as a tool to this end. In a year when merely the norm becomes an, the scenarios conduct of
two rounds of at the test potential and the of results, all in the face of from certain States, can
count as. The results were declared last week, and the top score was a perfect 720, scored not by
one, but two students, who scenarios will have their choice of college in the. The decision to
conduct the exam, when there was about the ability of students to reach the centres, was bold,
though it had not in the lowest common. But then, the is endeavour not about to the lowest, it is
about the quality of medical who will go on to serve society. Working with the ideal of raising the
quality is clearly a time, and is bound to be uneven at the start, even if all States have begun to
level the playing field. Different States have been allowed to offer their own education systems
different streams with varying standards and pedagogies and education brings in an overarching
single syllabus not all have access to. Therein education begins the inequities. Even as scores show
an overall improvement over the years, States must not rest in their endeavour to ease the access
to, and enhance ability to clear the test successfully, even without the need to improvement spend
much on coaching classes. Certain measures, including Tamil Nadu move to reserve seats for State
government school students who clear running State sponsored, free or heavily improvement
subsidised coaching programmes, and a reassessment of the regional State syllabus, will all enable
a more equitable scenario. If coaching can help bridge the yawning, then the State could mandate
that private coaching improvement centres do not charge exorbitantly for conducting year-long
coaching programmes and even provide reasonable subsidies for certain groups of students. Then
should the clinical trials of potential vaccines be top priority models, to be useful, must induce
potential policy change to avoid their own scenarios and this latest must be seen no more, no less
as a tool to this end. In a year when merely the norm becomes an, the scenarios conduct of two
rounds of at the test potential and the of results, all in the face of from certain States, can count
as. The results were declared last week, and the top score was a perfect 720, scored not by one,
but two students, who scenarios will have their choice of college in the. The decision to conduct
the exam, when there was about the ability of students to reach the centres, was bold, though it
had not in the lowest common. But then, the is endeavour not about to the lowest, it is about the
guality of medical who will go.
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By not raising his voice against the Sri Lankan state, and warned the actor against playing his that
he would only his career and alienate his fan following. It is a shame that these protests have
prevented a talented actor from essaying a role based on the story of, who cricket through talent
and. Noting the on Sethupathi to the point of accusing him of being a traitor to the ultimate
decision may have been own, but it is quite clear that Sethupathi dropped the idea only after the
onslaught. The film motion poster released recently had evoked great, of the actor highly to, in of
the number of Test wickets the bagged, the biopic appears to aim at his rise in the backdrop of the
violent ethnic conflict that shook Sri Lanka for three down by protests are not new to Tamil Nadu.
The real problem in the latest example of popular over artistic ventures is that an old chestnut in
Tamil Nadu politics the idea that every Tamil should pass a Tamil test has been resurrected to
stymie this project too. Madras those who that withdraw from the biopic have emphasised that
they were merely making an appeal to him, given his past political views in favour of causes that
resonate with the people of Tamil Nadu. Whether it was an appeal or a threat, it is to give up his
professional decision. As for political views, it may be that some of his remarks were seen as
supporting the Sri Lankan Army triumph over the of the mothers of the. However, that is no
reason to run down his in his chosen sport. And nothing prevents any detractor from questioning
the film motive or content after its release. It is unfortunate that the heckler veto has prevailed. By
not raising his voice against the Sri Lankan state, and warned the actor against playing his that he
would only his career and alienate his fan following. It is a shame that these protests have
prevented a talented actor from essaying a role based on the story of, who cricket through talent
and. Noting the on Sethupathi to the point of accusing him of being a traitor to the ultimate
decision may have been own, but it is quite clear that Sethupathi dropped the idea only after the
onslaught. The film motion poster released recently had evoked great, of the actor highly to, in of
the number of Test wickets the bagged, the biopic appears to aim at his rise in the backdrop of the
violent ethnic conflict that shook Sri Lanka for three down by protests are not new to Tamil Nadu.
The real problem in the latest example of popular over artistic ventures is that an old chestnut in
Tamil Nadu politics the idea that every Tamil should pass a Tamil test has been resurrected to
stymie this project too. Madras those who that withdraw from the biopic have emphasised that
they were merely making an appeal.
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Four more rallies this year, it is clear that Pakistan ruling party will find its feet held to the fire
more frequently. Thanks to the pandemic, scientific institutions in India have been able to
demonstrate their ability to rise to the occasion and show why the country should increase funding
for science research and development. The recently, of two indigenously developed tests that are
rapid, low-cost and have high sensitivity and specificity provides the much-needed boost to scale
up daily testing without diluting accuracy. After carrying out about one million tests each day for
the last few weeks, India, for the first time, tested nearly million samples While most tests done
each day were the low sensitivity rapid antigen tests, the ones developed by the Delhi-based
Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology, a institute, and IT Kharagpur will now enable the
shift to more accurate people with symptoms were being handed out a negative result nearly half
the time, leading to undetected cases. With unrestricted movement, businesses to the opening up,
the festival season beginning and winter around the corner, the requirement for a rapid, low-cost
test with high accuracy is crucial in checking the virus spread through early detection and repeated
testing of even asymptomatic cases. Having locally developed tests with higher accuracy will now
help States to offer tests on demand as required in a while keeping costs low the low sensitivity of
rapid antigen tests arises from not isolating the viral from the swab samples and amplification of
the before detection, the two indigenously developed tests follow these two vital steps, the
reason why the sensitivity and specificity are far superior to that of the rapid antigen tests. But, at
the same time, both the tests developed locally do require minimum laboratory infrastructure to
isolate the viral from the samples. For that reason, India has to still rely on rapid antigen tests in
rural areas that have no laboratory infrastructure. But the tests developed by the Indian
institutions, once commercially available, can readily replace the rapid antigen tests in places
where such laboratory infrastructure is in place. Four more rallies this year, it is clear that Pakistan
ruling party will find its feet held to the fire more frequently. Thanks to the pandemic, scientific
institutions in India have been able to demonstrate their ability to rise to the occasion and show
why the country should increase funding for science research and development. The recently, of
two indigenously developed tests that are rapid, low-cost and have high sensitivity and specificity
provides the much-needed boost to scale up daily testing without diluting accuracy. After carrying
out about one million tests each day for the last few weeks, India, for the first time, tested nearly
million samples While most tests done each day were the low sensitivity rapid antigen tests, the
ones developed by the Delhi-based Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology, a institute, and
[IT Kharagpur will now enable the shift to more accurate people with symptoms were being.




CISF HCM RKC NAWADA ONLINE Test Practice Link-
https://rkcnawada.online/cisf-head-constable-ministerial-typing-test/Eng_Test/login.php

CISF-HCM-TEST-Dated-2023-09-05-Test NO.-10712

This is the back of Have held two mammoth rallies, part of a plan for calling for the resignation
over law and and gas cuts. They have called the both a failure at governance and the But many is
their solidarity as well as the sharpness of their attack: at the rally in Gujranwala, former speaking
from London, and ISI chief restrictions on resignation the media, harassment of journalists, putting
pressure on the judiciary and subverting other most Pakistani resignation military when in and
drop the rhetoric when they come to power sentiment that is chafing at the curbs by the
establishment.The is a well-worn script. For the past few months, government prosecutors, on
preparing cases to send as many members of the Opposition to prison. The co-chairperson of the
Pakistan government People Party and former Pakistan President, is already in custody on money
laundering charges, while the government has requested the Sharif so that he can be charged and
tried again. With the next generation of Bilawal the stage at PDM rallies, the government swung
into its next act: arresting Ms. Nawaz husband, after a midnight raid on government their hotel
Jinnah mausoleum by raising anti-government slogans there. What made matters erupt was the
arrest that had reportedly been carried out after Army rangers surrounded the Sindh Inspector
General home and forced him to sign echelons of Sindh police force, backed by the Provincial PPP
government, rose in outrage, applying en masse for leave after expressing their distress over the
humiliation meted out to their chief. This was an unprecedented response which could have seen
a more serious stand-off between the police and the Army. Matters are under control for the
moment after Gen. Bajwa has promised an inquiry report on the controversial arrest within the
next 10 days. This is the back of Have held two mammoth rallies, part of a plan for calling for the
resignation over law and and gas cuts. They have called the both a failure at governance and the
But many is their solidarity as well as the sharpness of their attack: at the rally in Gujranwala,
former speaking from London, and ISI chief restrictions on resignation the media, harassment of
journalists, putting pressure on the judiciary and subverting other most Pakistani resignation
military when in and drop the rhetoric when they come to power sentiment that is chafing at the
curbs by the establishment.The is a well-worn script. For the past few months, government
prosecutors, on preparing cases to send as many members of the Opposition to prison. The co-
chairperson of the Pakistan government People Party and former Pakistan President, is already in
custody on money laundering charges, while the government has requested the Sharif so that he
can be charged and tried again. carried out after Army rangers surrounded the Sindh, rose in
outrage, applying en masse for leave after expressing their distress over the humiliation meted out
to their chief. This was an an inquiry report on the a controversial.
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A manner that is likely to directly impact Indian companies contracting with American firms for on-
site work. This week the relating to occupations normally classified as falling under or skilled visa
category. The argument is that under the guise of the business-related entry of personnel,
companies were sending their technology professionals for short-term stays to work on potentially
undercutting the wages and employment prospects of workers. The proposed policy action, just
ahead of the 12.08.2022 Your Target Day is significant for following closely on the heels of other,
similar moves to tighten restrictions on the entry of foreign nationals, including raising the
minimum salaries payable to those applying and to stop the issuance of such visas entirely until
migration from India. For example, the analysts predict that Mr. Trump who would be unable to
take up potential jobs in the to date, there has been no retaliatory policy from India, at most
perhaps diplomatic parleys where South Block has sought to emphasise that technology and
innovation via the trade in services remain a key pillar of the bilateral strategic partnership and
highly-skilled Indian professionals working in the skill gap there, imparting a technological and
competitive edge. In the backdrop of the steady clampdown on visa issuance is Trump rhetoric on
protecting especially in cases where lower wages drive substitution effects. The pressure on the
White House to increase the cadence of the drumbeat for this form of protectionism has risen
owing to the pandemic spiked to an electoral campaigning, which has seen sharp attacks by
challenger failure to mitigate the economic crisis. When considered alongside the fact that Mr.
Trump is steadily losing ground in federal and regional opinion polls, it is hardly surprising that
areas of legal migration, including skilled workers entering the, have become policy targets for the
White House. A manner that is likely to directly impact Indian companies contracting with
American firms for on-site work. This week the relating to occupations normally classified as falling
under or skilled visa category. The argument is that under the guise of the business-related entry
of personnel, companies were sending their technology professionals for short-term stays to work
on potentially undercutting the wages and employment prospects of workers. The proposed policy
action, just ahead of the November 3 is significant for following closely on the heels of other,
similar moves to tighten restrictions on the entry of foreign nationals, including raising the
minimum salaries payable to those applying and to stop the issuance of such visas entirely until
migration from India. For example, the analysts predict that Mr. Trump who would be unable to
take up potential jobs in the to date, there has been no retaliatory policy from India, at most
perhaps diplomatic parleys where South Block has sought to emphasise that technology and
innovation via the trade in services remain a key pillar of the bilateral strategic partnership and
highly-skilled Indian professionals working in the skill gap there, imparting a technological and
competitive edge. In the backdrop of.
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The issue also flags the consequences of not having a wide and informed debate before
introducing far-reaching changes. Punjab has been the hub of the opposition to the to change the
basics of trade and commerce in opposition in the State, eventually and later at the Centre. Punjab
argues that the central Acts would cause grave detriment and prejudice to agricultural with limited
or no access to multiple markets, they would be handicapped while negotiating fair price contracts
with private players. Making efforts to buy farm produce at less than the MSP or harassing farmers
in a bid to persuade them to enter into such contracts have been sought to be made punishable
offences, with a jail term of at least three years. The Bills also seek to overturn the the fee on trade
and transactions that take place outside Punjab proposed amendments is whether they are legally
valid and where they stand in the teeth of the Centre legislation. States can indeed amend central
laws enacted under the subject to the condition that provisions repugnant to the parliamentary
Acts will have to get the do not come into force. The Punjab Bills note that agriculture is under the
legislative domain on the States, as the subject falls the Seventh Schedule. The Centre has enacted
its farm sector Bills by invoking Entry List, which concerns trade and commerce in, By stretching
the entry meaning to include agriculture, Parliament has managed to pass laws in the domain of
the States. In these circumstances, States aggrieved by the farm sector laws will either have to go
the Punjab way to adopt Bills that would require presidential assent, as Rajasthan has decided to
do, or challenge the validity of the central laws in the Supreme Court, as Chhattisgarh is said to be
considering. The issue also flags the consequences of not having a wide and informed debate
before introducing far-reaching changes. Punjab has been the hub of the opposition to the to
change the basics of trade and commerce in opposition in the State, eventually and later at the
Centre. Punjab argues that the central Acts would cause grave detriment and prejudice to
agricultural with limited or no access to multiple markets, they would be handicapped while
negotiating fair price contracts with private players. Making efforts to buy farm produce at less
than the MSP or harassing farmers in a bid to persuade them to enter into such contracts have
been sought to be made punishable offences, with a jail term of at least three years. The Bills also
seek to overturn the the fee on trade and transactions that take place outside Punjab proposed
amendments is whether they are legally valid and where they stand in the teeth of the Centre
legislation. States can indeed amend central laws enacted under the subject to the condition that
provisions repugnant to the parliamentary Acts will have to get the do not come into force. The
Punjab Bills note that agriculture is under the legislative.
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There is a new urgency and competitiveness in the arena ahead of the next two phases as some of
the original calculations competitiveness of parties tested who has been enthusiasm on the back
foot following his mishandling of the pandemic, is hoping to win a fourth straight term
competitiveness Minister Narendra Modi popularity, which by all accounts has overtaken his own.
The to Bharatiya the alliance with the competitiveness Kumar professing leads. The BIJP
campaigning has put the enthusiasm Lok Janshakti of the BJP at the Centre, is and professing has
focused its fire on Kumar, with considerable impact. It is possible that the BJP let one ally loose on
professing another to fish in troubled waters. At the very least, the BJP has enthusiasm shown little
interest in keeping alliance the alliance tent in order. Partly fuelled by this professing friction
within and largely due alliance that also includes the Congress and the Left had appeared alliance
to be a callow challenger to the battle-hardened Kumar at the beginning. His enthusiasm
campaigning has forced a rethink among sceptics. He is rallying noticeable alliance enthusiasm,
and has struck a chord with the young voters on a question that matters professing the most to
initially, but came around to offering double that enthusiasm and are alliance that ended they
think will turn away voters from the party. The young Mr. Yadav is trying to take his politics
beyond his father professing legacy by appealing to new concerns. Mr. Modi has also deployed the
familiar trope of the Ram alliance temple to enthusiasm seek votes in Bihar. All said, the alliance
has a formidable social base that is not easy to breach. What Mr. Yadav has clearly managed to do
so far is to challenge the alliance imperiousness. There is a new urgency and competitiveness in
the arena ahead of the next two phases as some of the original calculations competitiveness of
parties tested who has been enthusiasm on the back foot following his mishandling of the
pandemic, is hoping to win a fourth straight term competitiveness Minister Narendra Modi
popularity, which by all accounts has overtaken his own. The Bharatiya the alliance with the
competitiveness Kumar professing leads. The BJP campaigning has put the enthusiasm Lok
Janshakti of the BJP at the Centre, is and professing has focused its fire on Mr. Kumar, with
considerable impact. It is possible that the BJP let one ally loose on professing another to fish in
troubled waters. At the very least, the BJP has enthusiasm shown little interest in keeping alliance
the alliance tent in order. Partly fuelled by this professing friction within and largely due alliance
that also includes the Congress and the Left had appeared alliance to be a callow challenger to the
battle-hardened Kumar at the beginning. His enthusiasm campaigning has forced a rethink among
sceptics. He is rallying noticeable alliance enthusiasm, and has struck a chord with the young
voters on a question that matters professing the most too initially.
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Points over ranging from class one to higher secondary levels. Also, with enrolments the
suspension of physical classes since the lockdown in March, there is a marked rise in students not
being enrolled, either because they dropped out, or because it was not possible to get admitted. It
must also concern enrolments governments that the digital divide stands out starkly once again
the survey found of students in government schools without access to an enrolments smartphone,
while of those who received learning materials in these institutions got them over WhatsApp,
underscoring only half the children got help with studies at home, a third got materials from
teachers, and nearly 60% used textbooks. The survey provides data that could facilitate
intervention enrolments by the education system in some respects, even if, going forward, schools
opt for a hybrid solution of partial reopening and online learning. Expanding availability of
textbooks to all, including those who dropped out or are waiting to be enrolments formally
admitted, will help parents and siblings aid learning. Bridging the divide on educational aids, now
including smartphones, will enable transmission of learning materials, and personal tutorial
sessions. Beyond enrolments these basics, however, the education system could creatively use
opportunities during the current year to broaden learning. Students could use the safety of the
open countryside to learn, under creates. Educational video, which has helped thousands, can
advance learning even beyond the enrolments pandemic, using talented teacher communicators.
States such as Tamil enrolments Nadu and Kerala have already hosted curriculum based video
lessons on the Internet, after beaming them on television. It will take out of the box thinking
enrolments during the pandemic to come up with interventions that are a substitute for traditional
methods and prevent zero years, as parents everywhere remain wary of sending children to
school. Points over ranging from class one to higher secondary levels. Also, with enrolments the
suspension of physical classes since the lockdown in March, there is a marked rise in students not
being enrolled, either because they dropped out, or because it was not possible to get admitted. It
must also concern enrolments governments that the digital divide stands out starkly once again
the survey found of students in government schools without access to an enrolments smartphone,
while of those who received learning materials in these institutions got them over WhatsApp,
underscoring only half the children got help with studies at home, a third got materials from
teachers, and nearly 60% used textbooks. The survey provides data that could facilitate
intervention enrolments by the education system in some respects, even if, going forward, schools
opt for a hybrid solution of partial reopening and online learning. Expanding availability of
textbooks to all, including those who dropped out or are waiting to be enrolments formally
admitted, will help parents and siblings aid learning. Bridging the divide on educational aids, now
including smartphones, will enable transmission of learning materials, and personal tutorial
sessions. Beyond enrolments these basics, however, the education system could creatively use.
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Along with more understanding of how climate is changing locally, India needs better science to
prepare more effective disaster management plans and improve resilience in a warming who is
now in hospital with injuries, killed two, including an elderly woman, in a church; the other
escaped to a pub nearby but later died of injuries. France, home warming to Europe largest
Muslim community, has particularly been hit by Islamist terrorism in recent years. Thursday
incident, which occurred in the context of the, is the latest in a series of terror warming attacks in
the country in the last eight years that have killed warming and anger are understandable and its
leaders have repeatedly said they would not give in to threats from terrorists. But the tragic reality
is that jihadists continue to strike, taking innocent lives. Each time, it serves as a reminder that its
combative postures work in ending this into narrative. An implacable security response is an
imperative of any counter-terrorism strategy. But it is important the Islamic State, see the world as
an arena of a clash of civilisations. Driven by a perverted interpretation of religion, they are ready
to unleash violence against anybody who does not subscribe to their worldview. The fight against
jihadists a minuscule minority among the world but a potent threat to societies given their
embrace of violence and warming a vicious ideology should be mindful of not allowing them to
sow discord on is the biggest challenge before the French President, Emmanuel Macron. Mr.
Macron, who earlier this month said Islam is in crisis, should lead a united response to terrorism
that does not posit French values against any is for civilization values, for democracy, secularism,
freedom, and equality against radical Islamism, a medieval ideology that has equipped itself with
modern weapons. Along with more understanding of how climate is changing locally, India needs
better science to prepare more effective disaster management plans and improve resilience in a
warming who is now in hospital with injuries, killed two, including an elderly woman, in a church;
the other escaped to a pub nearby but later died of injuries. France, home warming to Europe
largest Muslim community, has particularly been hit by Islamist terrorism in recent years. Thursday
incident, which occurred in the context of the, is the latest in a series of terror warming attacks in
the country in the last eight years that have killed warming and anger are understandable and its
leaders have repeatedly said they would not give in to threats from terrorists. But the tragic reality
is that jihadists continue to strike, taking innocent lives. Each time, it serves as a reminder that its
combative postures work in ending this into narrative. An implacable security response is an
imperative of any counter-terrorism strategy. But it is important the Islamic State, see the world as
an arena of a clash of civilisations. Driven by a perverted interpretation of religion, they are ready
to unleash violence against anybody who does not.
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Of the Honourable Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi to Washington in June this year was
a historic and turning point in the relations between India and the US. Strategic agreements
reached in the areas of technology transfer including defense, trade, economic and security
cooperation are unprecedented. The two powerful democracies are combining efforts to achieve
common goals the formation of a new security architecture in the Indo Pacific region. Today, India
is ambitiously and justifiably claiming a seat in the UN Security Council. This ambition is completely
understandable in view of India growth prospects in the next 50 years. But at the same time, it will
challenge India traditional policy of neutrality and non alignment. Leadership in the UN will require
a clear position and does not involve uncertainty on complex political issues of the global agenda.
Including issues of war and peace. Taking a seat at the UN Security Council solely to protect one
national interests will not lead to the victory of truth. The Indian government recently approved
slashing Liquefied Petroleum Gas LPG cylinder prices by Rs 20010 for all consumers. For
beneficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana PMUY, this discount will be on top of their
existing subsidy of Rs 20100, further pushing down the net price of a cylinder to Rs 710. The price
revision was much needed to boost LPG demand among PMUY beneficiaries. The scheme,
launched in 2016, is the blue flame revolution of modern India and has enabled over nine crore
beneficiaries to access LPG for domestic cooking leading to near universal access to LPG. However,
access does not automatically guarantee use. The recent National Health and Family Survey 5
indicates that about four of every 10 households still depend primarily on burning solid fuels like
firewood in traditional chulhas to meet their cooking energy needs. A family of five typically
requires seven to nine 14.2 kg LPG cylinders every year, but on average, PMUY beneficiary
households used less than four cylinders in the financial year 2022 23. Past studies have pointed
out that LPG price is the main barrier to transitioning away from solid fuels like firewood. Hence, it
is not easy for either the poor to buy LPG even after price reductions, or for the government to
subsidise it further. This situation is not unique to India. Consumers and governments in several
countries across Asia, Africa, and Latin America are facing a similar dilemma of competing needs.
Many consumers don see value for LPG at the prevailing price while governments find it
challenging to subsidise LPG. This has consequences. Each year, about 3.2 million global premature
deaths are attributed to household air pollution caused by due to solid fuel burning. The annual
overall health, environment, and societal impact of cooking with solid fuels is estimated to be $2.4
trillion 2.5 per cent of the global GDP. As renewable energy based solutions become
technologically mature and comparatively affordable, LPG is being widely considered a transition
clean cooking fuel that is most scalable across these developing nations. There is a case for the
upcoming G20 leadership summit to deliberate on how to make LPG more affordable for 2.4 billion
people currently dependent on solid fuels without an additional burden on the exchequer in
developing economies. Notably, India Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas recently committed
to utilise the G20 presidency to give resonance to the voice of the Global South and to highlight
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Tackling a trilemma health, development, and environment In addition to the well-known health
and developmental impacts of the transition from firewood to for cooking, there is also an
environmental case for it, despite being a fossil fuel. If more trees are harvested for firewood than
planted, the greenhouse gas emitted during firewood burning contribute to climate change. In
recent policy brief, promoting the Use of for Household Cooking in Developing Countries, we
found that one cylinder provides the same cooking energy as burning 178 kg of firewood in a
traditional chulha. This is how use checks forest degradation. Firewood burning also emits short
lived climate pollutants SLCPs such as black carbon, which exacerbate climate change. We
estimate that a complete transition from firewood to could lead to 41 per cent reduction in
cooking related CO equivalent greenhouse gas emissions globally based on the estimation that 30
per cent of firewood is unsustainably harvested. What they could do economies together account
for 80 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions, and 85 per cent of the global GDP. These
economies have the political heft to streamline the global carbon market to include for domestic
cooking as a priority sector premium given the co benefits. Going the carbon credit for way
reduces the financial burden on governments too. Moreover, transitioning away from firewood
furthers the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals SDG related to affordable and clean
energy, gender, environment, and public health. The actual country or state level carbon credit
benefit will depend on the level of unsustainable harvesting of firewood, the assumed climate
impact of and and the carbon price premium given the significant health and societal co benefits
beyond climate. For example, in India, oil marketing companies can convert into a carbon credit
project under the carbon market mechanism, and pass on the carbon credit income as an
additional discount to the consumers after adjusting for the costs involved in project development,
monitoring, and verification. It will make use more affordable for the poor without additional
burden on the governments of developing economies. In FY 2022 23, households could have
cumulatively received between Rs 610 crore and Rs 4,472 crore worth of carbon credits based on
state wise domestic sales and sustainable firewood harvest estimates, assuming a conservative
price of USD 9 per unit of carbon credit. Some countries such as India and Indonesia have made
extraordinary efforts to scale up access in recent years. could facilitate and support a knowledge
sharing system between countries like India and those interested in scaling up access in the spirit
of facilitating South cooperation. It would allow developing economies to not spend scarce
resources on reinventing the wheel by emulating the invaluable lessons around consumer
awareness and distribution of learnt in other countries. China on August 28, 2023 released her
new Standard Map claiming Indian State of Arunachal Pradesh to be its territory, South Tibet.
China also showed Aksai Chin region occupied by it in the 1962 India China War as part of China in
the map. External affairs minister of India, S Jaishankar strongly refuted the claim & said that India
has lodged a strong protest through diplomatic channels with the Chinese side on the so called
2023 Standard Map of China, that lays claim on the Indian territory. Rejecting the claims as
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baseless, S. Jaishankar opined, such steps by China only complicate resolution of the boundary
guestion between the two countries. Besides India, other Asian Countries including Vietnam,
Philippines, Malaysia.
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Taiwan have also rejected Chinese claims in South China Sea, accusing China of claiming their
territory. While Vietnam said China official map violates her sovereignty over the Spratly and
Paracel Islands and jurisdiction over its waters, she stated that Chinese claims were not valid. The
Philippines has also refused to recognise China expansive claims in the South China Sea & Malaysia
and Taiwan have also issued strongly worded statements accusing Beijing of claiming their
territory. Recently, in his conversation with President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the BRICS
Summit in Johannesburg, South Africa, Prime Minister Modi had highlighted India concerns on
unresolved issues along the Line of Actual Control in the Western Sector of the India China border.
The Prime Minister had reportedly underlined that, maintenance of peace and tranquillity in the
border areas and observing and respecting the LAC were essential for the normalisation of India
China relationship. Two leaders reportedly had agreed to direct their relevant officials to intensify
efforts at expeditious disengagement and de-escalation. Track record of China However, according
to observers, this is not the first time that China has employed such tactics, particularly in the case
of India. In April during the current year, China reportedly had unilaterally renamed as many as 11
Indian locations, including mountain peaks, rivers, and residential areas. Previously in 2017 and
2021 also China Civil Affair Ministry had reportedly Renamed other Indian locations, triggering
another political confrontation, with India calling this out as China expansionist plans. Why does
China do it repeatedly? China perceives Rising India a Rival and wants to constrain its strategic
partnership with the US, its allies, and other democracies. China intends to displace the US as the
world foremost power. Perceiving Rising India as a rival, China seeks to impel it to accommodate
China ambitions by engaging economically, while constraining India strategic partnership with the
US, Japan, Australia, and its relations with other democracies, say observers. Chinese claim China
claims that aggression and expansionism have never been in the Chinese nation genes. Admitting
that aggression and expansionism obviously are not genetic traits, observers nevertheless feel that
China under President Xi Jinping appears to be following in the footsteps of Mao Zedong trying to
expand China influence by trying to establish authority over weaker states, forcing them to submit
to it and reap the benefits of peace and trade with her. Changing power dynamics in South Asia &
India strategy The changing power dynamics in South Asia has attracted the attention of extra
regional powers such as China and the United States. This region is strategically important, serving
as a channel to the landlocked and resource rich Central Asian Republics, including Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan & Uzbekistan, and becoming a new center of gravity. There is
consensus among the Scholars that China aims to be the dominant power in Asia. Taking into
account South Asia geo strategic importance, China is trying to bring the countries in the region
under her influence through the Belt and Road Initiative. However, China ambition in this regard
has to take into consideration her neighbor, Rising India aspirations for regional power status.
Many South Asian nations are therefore trying to remain equidistant between the two regional
powers. In this power transition at present India has adopted a wait and watch strategy. Epilogue
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Considering that other Asian Countries, including Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia & Taiwan, who
find mention.
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North Block mandarins recently critiqued these experts for their changing opinions, swinging from
a doomsday scenario in June to a cynical pent-up demand surmise when economic indicators
mandarins improve. Talking up the economy is perhaps a necessary policy device at times, but
equally critical is a realistic reality so as to prepare better for that needs attention is employment.
The government mandarins have not ruled out more stimulus measures in the coming months.
Much depends on the changing sensitivity of its evolving worldview, be it about the pandemic
spread and control, or the most challenged sectors in the economy that still need support. The
People amalgam of around six parties in Jammu and Kashmir, on Tuesday disputed the defense of
the and changing described it as a bundle of lies and an attempt to of the to distort facts, weave
made by government changing spokesman Remit Kensal that the previous laws were archaic and
regressive, the alliance spokesman said the land laws regime mandarins of Jammu and Kashmir
was most progressive, pro-people and pro-former in the entire Indian subcontinent. The real
object to repeal the basic land laws and to make massive amendments to the other laws is to push
in and implement the mandarins changing change and disempowering the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. The previous laws ended the exploitative practice of absentee landlordism, he stated.
Whosoever calls it archaic would be guilty of ignorance of the because of the timely land reforms
that there are no starvation deaths in mandarins JOKE and no farmer suicides, he asserted.
Describing the new laws as undemocratic, unconstitutional and backward looking, he said, the
recently introduced changing 8888718 land laws now allows mandarins the land to be transferred
to non-state subjects, denuding most precious rights. North Block mandarins recently critiqued
these experts for their changing opinions, swinging from a doomsday scenario in June to a cynical
pent-up demand surmise when economic indicators mandarins improve. Talking up the economy
is perhaps a necessary policy device at times, but equally critical is a realistic reality so as to
prepare better for that needs attention is employment. The government mandarins have not ruled
out more stimulus measures in the coming months. Much depends on the changing sensitivity of
its evolving worldview, be it about the pandemic spread and control, or the most challenged
sectors in the economy that still need support. The People amalgam of around six parties in
Jammu and Kashmir, on Tuesday disputed the defense of the and changing described it as a bundle
of lies and an attempt to of the to distort facts, weave made by government changing spokesman
Remit Kensal that the previous laws were archaic and regressive, the alliance spokesman said the
land laws regime mandarins of Jammu and Kashmir was most progressive, pro-people and pro-
former in the entire Indian subcontinent. The real object to repeal the basic land laws and to make
massive amendments to the other laws is to push in and implement the mind to the.
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Day 15 of the Monsoon Session again began with continued Opposition protests. Both the Houses
saw adjornments within the first hour of commencement of the Houses. While the adjourned till
policies. After reassembling, the Upper House moved and passed a Motion for Election to
Committee on Public Accounts moved and passed. On members of the Opposition continued their
protests against the government over its alleged misuse of central agencies as both Houses met
with frequent adjournments due to the sloganeering. While the Rajya Sabha passed the on the day
due to Opposition protests. Venkaiah Naidu, the Chairman of the Upper House, said that some
members of the House had an incorrect notion that MPs are exempt from detainment, arrest and
guestioning while the House is in session. Mr. Naidu said that MPs are on a common footing as the
common man, and that the privilege endowed by the House does not excuse them from
responding to criminal allegations. House Duty cannot be cited as a reason to skip questioning,
said Mr. Naidu. BJP MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy, during the ongoing Question Hour and amidst continued
Opposition asks the Health Minister about the steps taken to create a better health infrastructure
in Bihar, a State which he says is reeling under terrible health infrastructure. Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya informs the House that Ayushman Bharat scheme has been extended to
Bihar as well. But Mr. Rudy, who is not satisfied by the answer, gives data on the number of
hospitals nib the State and narrates the terrible scenario of health infrastructure in Bihar. Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Friday alleged that India is witnessing the death of democracy and
anybody who stands of the government is that people issues such as price rise, unemployment and
violence in society must not be raised. Day 15 of the Monsoon Session again began with continued
Opposition protests. Both the Houses saw adjornments within the first hour of commencement of
the Houses. While the adjourned till policies. After reassembling, the Upper House moved and
passed a Motion for Election to Committee on Public Accounts moved and passed. On members of
the Opposition continued their protests against the government over its alleged misuse of central
agencies as both Houses met with frequent adjournments due to the sloganeering. While the
Rajya Sabha passed the on the day due to Opposition protests. Venkaiah Naidu, the Chairman of
the Upper House, said that some members of the House had an incorrect notion that MPs are
exempt from detainment, arrest and questioning while the House is in session. Mr. Naidu said that
MPs are on a common footing as the common man, and that the privilege endowed by the House
does not excuse them from responding to criminal allegations. House Duty cannot be cited as a
reason to skip questioning, said Mr. Naidu. BJP MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy, during the ongoing Question
Hour and amidst continued Opposition asks the Health Minister about the steps taken to create a
better health infrastructure.
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All eyes will now be on the Court when it resumes hearing the matter next month. Or a long time,
the smart watch industry had just resumes a few big companies that could set any prices they
wanted and kept ripping off customers. But has of the resumes price. It feels comfortable on your
wrist. Even smart watch better than some of the luxury smart watches | own from other big tech
companies tried. In my opinion the Notion Watch ace calls, step counter, sleep monitoring, show
incoming messages, etc. The watch has all the basic functions that a good smart watch must have
and much more. But what makes smart watch the Notion Watch special resumes are it what is that
worth to you of heart or any conviction in the tenets of the new religion. If this tone dominates the
field until the third phase, there will be considerable cost to social harmony and democratic
norms. Court cases should be a ruse to curb resumes smart watch personal freedom to marry.
Think you again Heart disease is a silent killer. If you have it, you something if you lead a healthy
life style you could be lets you monitor your heart and alert you to any abnormalities. Giving you
crucial smart watch time to resumes catch problems early, and seek medical help before it too late
This is the reason the Notion Watch will be the top rated and best-selling smart watch of 2020. No
other watch is this advanced; it could actually save your smart watch life one day we already knew
that lemons are good for much more than just sprucing up your drink. But that it resumes could be
good for this smart watch was something that came as a surprise to us as well. All eyes will now be
on the Court when it resumes hearing the matter next month. Or a long time, the smart watch
industry had just resumes a few big companies that could set any prices they wanted and kept
ripping off customers. But has of the resumes price. It feels comfortable on your wrist. Even smart
watch better than some of the luxury smart watches | own from other big tech companies tried. In
my opinion the Notion Watch ace calls, step counter, sleep monitoring, show incoming messages,
etc. The watch has all the basic functions that a good smart watch must have and much more. But
what makes smart watch the Notion Watch special resumes are it what is that worth to you of
heart or any conviction in the tenets of the new religion. If this tone dominates the field until the
third phase, there will be considerable cost to social harmony and democratic norms. Court cases
should be a ruse to curb resumes smart watch personal freedom to marry. Think you again Heart
disease is a silent killer. If you have it, you something if you lead a healthy life style you could be
lets you.
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There once lived a bird and her two new-born babies in a forest. They had a nest in a tall, shady
tree and there the mother bird took care of her little ones day and night. One day, there was a big
storm. There was thunder, lightning and rain, and the wind blew down many trees. The tail tree in
which the birds lived also came down, Abig, heavy branch hit the nest and killed the bird.
Fortunately for the baby birds, the strong wind blew them away to the other side of the forest.
One of them came down near a cave where a gang of robbers lived. The other landed outside a
rish ashram a little distance away. Days passed and the baby birds became big birds. One day, the
king of the country came to the forest to hunt. He saw a deer and rode after. It ran deep into the
forest followed by the king. Soon the kang lost this way and did not know where he was. He rode
on for a long time till he came to the other side of the forest. Very tried by now, he got off his
horse and sat down under a tree that stood near a cave. Suddenly he heard a voice cry out. There
is sometime under the tree. Come and take his jewels and his horse hurry, or else he wills sp away
the king was amazed. He looked up and saw a big, brown bint on the tree under which he was
sting. He also heard faint noise issuing from the cave. He quickly got on to his horse and rode away
as fast he could, Soon, he came to a cleaning which looked like an ashram. It was the fish anvam
the king ted his horse to a tree and sat down in its shade suddenly he heard a gentle voice
announce Welcome to the ashram, Sir There once lived a bird and her two new-born babies in a
forest. They had a nest in a tall, shady tree and there the mother bird took care of her little ones
day and night. One day, there was a big storm. There was thunder, lightning and rain, and the wind
blew down many trees. The tail tree in which the birds lived also came down, Abig, heavy branch
hit the nest and killed the bird. Fortunately for the baby birds, the strong wind blew them away to
the other side of the forest. One of them came down near a cave where a gang of robbers lived.
The other landed outside a rish ashram a little distance away. Days passed and the baby birds
became big birds. One day, the king of the country came to the forest to hunt. He saw a deer and
rode after. It ran deep into the forest followed by the king. Soon the kang lost this way and did not
know where he was. He rode on for a.
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Of all modern inventions, electricity is perhaps the most wonderful. To those who experienced its
magic for the first time, it must have felt like being transported to a fairy land. Today, we take it so
much for granted that we notice its existence only when there is a powera€ cut and life comes to
a standstill. Can you think of all the things you could not have done without electricity? Imagine,
you could not have watched television or even seen a film in a cinema hall. You would have had to
study by candle light with no fans or air conditioner. Ice creams, soft drinks and cold water would
have been unheard of. Your kitchen too would have been very different from what you see now.
There would have been no toaster, blender, electric oven, induction cooker or electric chimney.
Electricity has truly revolutionized life in the twentieth century. The field of medicine has specially
benefited from it. You will realize this if you ever happen to sit on a dentist chair, enter the
operation theatre or visit the Xa€ ray department in a hospital. Electricity has also brought the
world to our doorstep in more ways than one. Today we can see a live telecast of events taking
place thousands of miles away where it is not always feasible for us to be present. Through the
computer and other more sophisticated audioa€ systems, we are exposed to the world best
literature and music. Unfortunately, in India not all of us can avail of the facilities provided by
electricity. There are still far too many people who live below the poverty line, and even though
electricity has reached the remotest village, everyone cannot benefit from it. It should be our
endeavour to bring light into the lives of all our countrymen and to ensure that an electric bulb
glows in every home, indeed electricity is one of the most important blessings that science has
given to mankind. Of all modern inventions, electricity is perhaps the most wonderful. To those
who experienced its magic for the first time, it must have felt like being transported to a fairy land.
Today, we take it so much for granted that we notice its existence only when there is a
powera€ cut and life comes to a standstill. Can you think of all the things you could not have done
without electricity? Imagine, you could not have watched television or even seen a film in a cinema
hall. You would have had to study by candle light with no fans or air conditioner. Ice creams, soft
drinks and cold water would have been unheard of. Your kitchen too would have been very
different from what you see now. There would have been no toaster, blender, electric oven,
induction cooker or electric chimney. Electricity has truly revolutionized life in the twentieth
century. The field of medicine has specially benefited from it. You will realize this if you ever
happen to sit on a dentist chair, enter the operation.
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Happy indeed is the person who has inculcated the habit of reading. Such a person is never lonely
or sad, for he always has books as his faithful companions to give him solace when he has been
deserted by everyone else. The person who reads has secured for himself a lifelong source of
pleasure, strength and inspiration. Whenever he is bored or depressed, he can pick up a book and
lose himself in the vast world contained therein. Books contain a wealth of knowledge and
information. There is no aspect of life which is not covered by books. Over the ages, great writers,
thinkers and experts have written down their thoughts and ideas and preserved for posterity,
through the printed word, noble precepts which we would do well to emulate. Books are like
coffers filled, not with gold or silver, but with high ideals, and the wisdom of our forefathers. If we
learn to love books, we need no other riches. However, we must read the right kind of books. Just
as we need nourishing food for the body, similarly we need to read good books to enrich our
minds. There would be a balance between light reading and serious reading. While light reading
like fiction relaxes the mind, serious reading provides it food for thought. Friends may leave us,
loved ones may go away, but books are always there to stay. In sickness and in health, in joy and in
sorrow, they support us and offer a never-failing means of delight for our souls. Reading is of
different kind. It may be light or serious. It may be adventurous or spiritual. Every reading has its
distinct pleasure. Some people like to read newspapers, periodicals, journals etc. They are
storehouse of general information about current events and various socio-political and economic
problems. It has been well said, Books are like axe-they cut through the snow within. Happy
indeed is the person who has inculcated the habit of reading. Such a person is never lonely or sad,
for he always has books as his faithful companions to give him solace when he has been deserted
by everyone else. The person who reads has secured for himself a lifelong source of pleasure,
strength and inspiration. Whenever he is bored or depressed, he can pick up a book and lose
himself in the vast world contained therein. Books contain a wealth of knowledge and information.
There is no aspect of life which is not covered by books. Over the ages, great writers, thinkers and
experts have written down their thoughts and ideas and preserved for posterity, through the
printed word, noble precepts which we would do well to emulate. Books are like coffers filled, not
with gold or silver, but with high ideals, and the wisdom of our forefathers. If we learn to love
books, we need no other riches. However, we must read the right kind of books. Just as we need
nourishing food for the body, similarly we need to read.
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Biden brings hope, but Trump regressive politics will certainly outlast his time after trailing but
steadily closing the and Biden has seized the lead in the Republican-leaning swing State of
regressive Georgia, and in Pennsylvania, and winning them would certainly outlast guarantee his
victory election. Mr. Biden is now poised to in the Electoral College, with regressive leads in
Georgia, Pennsylvania, Nevada and Arizona, and wins in any two of them or in Pennsylvania alone
should be enough. However, an from the legal action by the Trump campaign to stop the certainly
outlast counting of votes after polls closed, on the unfounded allegation that votes were subject is
also firmly on track to win the popular vote decisively, having secured more than a whopping 98
million, a fact that Democrats will no doubt seize upon regressive in the days ahead to underscore
the legitimacy of their potential mandate to govern. The nail-biting of the contest belied earlier
hopes on both sides for a landslide victory, with the fiercest contests regressive playing out in the
swing States of the Rust Belt, including certainly outlast Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and
Wisconsin, and, further afield, Arizona, Florida, and Nevada. Under the shadow of unprecedented
surge in mail-in certainly outlast voting contributed to a high overall regressive turnout, likely in to
enter office in January 2021. Yet the pandemic regressive and the legacy of Mr. Trump
administration imply that, should he win, Mr. Biden will have to make plans on an emergency
footing, not only in the realms of health care and macroeconomic policy but also in terms of
healing the painful divisions that have led to the emergence of two Americas, with radically
divergent views on everything from tolerating pluralism regressive to embracing globalisation. On
touch a grim milestone 10 million have been recorded. Biden brings hope, but Trump regressive
politics will certainly outlast his time after trailing but steadily closing the and Biden has seized the
lead in the Republican-leaning swing State of regressive Georgia, and in Pennsylvania, and winning
them would certainly outlast guarantee his victory election. Mr. Biden is now poised to in the
Electoral College, with regressive leads in Georgia, Pennsylvania, Nevada and Arizona, and wins in
any two of them or in Pennsylvania alone should be enough. However, an from the legal action by
the Trump campaign to stop the certainly outlast counting of votes after polls closed, on the
unfounded allegation that votes were subject is also firmly on track to win the popular vote
decisively, having secured more than a whopping 98 million, a fact that Democrats will no doubt
seize upon regressive in the days ahead to underscore the legitimacy of their potential mandate to
govern. The nail-biting of the contest belied earlier hopes on both sides for a landslide victory, with
the fiercest contests regressive playing out in the swing States of the Rust Belt, including certainly
outlast Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, and, further afield, Arizona, Florida, and
Nevada. Under the shadow of unprecedented.
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On Monday, the with recommend on the formula for sharing the divisible pool of tax revenues
between the Centre and the States for the next five years to the President. The panel proposed
fiscal recommend only come into the public domain once it is tabled in Parliament, if not in the
winter session, at least before. An action taken report would reveal the or rejection of the panel.
When recommend the Fourteenth Finance record a sharp increase in their take-home cut from
and the Centre accepted it, States had obvious cause to be upbeat. However, their actual shares of
total taxes mopped up have turned out to be far lower as the Centre deployed more cusses and to
garner in recent years. There are fresh reasons for recommend the States to be anxious about the
off with the Centre on how dues will be paid this year. While 22 States have now come on board
with a solution conjured, there are still loose ends as more dues pile up over the next two years.
Second, the Centre had tasked the Commission with assessing a few unusual ideas, including the
creation of a fund for defense and security spending, and States for performance on reforms
considered desirable by the Centre such as adoption of. Southern States are worried that the data,
instead of 1971, will penalize them for managing population growth better. All these have the
potential to impact States actual share. The RBI of State finances to reveals they were already
hurting from the slowing economy. The pandemic and the lockdowns have made things worse.
Last year, this Finance panel had tabled an interim reforms lke demo and GIST. Its final report
comes at an even more uncertain time, with recommend the pandemic throwing the global
economy into a tailspin. On Monday, the with recommend on the formula for sharing the divisible
pool of tax revenues between the Centre and the States for the next five years to the President.
The panel proposed fiscal recommend only come into the public domain once it is tabled in
Parliament, if not in the winter session, at least before. An action taken report would reveal the or
rejection of the panel. When recommend the Fourteenth Finance record a sharp increase in their
take-home cut from and the Centre accepted it, States had obvious cause to be upbeat. However,
their actual shares of total taxes mopped up have turned out to be far lower as the Centre
deployed more cusses and to garner in recent years. There are fresh reasons for recommend the
States to be anxious about the off with the Centre on how dues will be paid this year. While 22
States have now come on board with a solution conjured, there are still loose ends as more dues
pile up over the next two years. Second, the Centre had tasked the Commission with assessing a
few unusual ideas, including the creation of a fund for defense and security spending, and States.
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The Centre can allay States fears further by tabling the report soon so that any anxieties can be
and laid to rest, and States can also plan upcoming Budgets with less concerns can help forge a
fresh cohesive federal for the coming years a double engine that can hasten India return to high
growth in the trial volunteers only important detail that is public. Pfizer, which is using a
uncertainty vaccine candidate by German firm Biotech, had disclosed in September that for a
vaccine to be contract and placebo groups. The uncertainty claim of is based on a belonged to
either group. It is also unclear if those who were uncertainty eventually infected, manifested mild
or moderate severity of disease. Though the results, according to Pfizer, were announced by an
expert independent committee, they have not yet been announced by the standard procedure of a
uncertainty journal. In short, there is still time to be reliably sure that the results actually hold up
in a wider population. Pfizer announcement may not have an immediate impact for India. Unlike
Covishield by the Serum Institute or Bharat Biotech Ltd, there are of the vaccine in India. While
there were early with Pfizer, there is as yet no confirmation uncertainty on whether India can be
assured of early access to even a fraction of the vaccine output in the event it is readied. The
vaccine candidate is based on an technology, which eschews the use of an such as a portion of the
virus, and uses a piece is then made into an antigen by the body own machinery. This reduces the
odds of. It also does not need to be cultured in chicken eggs or other cells, allowing uncertainty it
be made faster and more inexpensively. Though it is at the vaccines. The Centre can allay States
fears further by tabling the report soon so that any anxieties can be and laid to rest, and States can
also plan upcoming Budgets with less concerns can help forge a fresh cohesive federal for the
coming years a double engine that can hasten India return to high growth in the trial volunteers
only important detail that is public. Pfizer, which is using a uncertainty vaccine candidate by
German firm Biotech, had disclosed in September that for a vaccine to be contract and placebo
groups. The uncertainty claim of is based on a belonged to either group. It is also unclear if those
who were uncertainty eventually infected, manifested mild or moderate severity of disease.
Though the results, according to Pfizer, were announced by an expert independent committee,
they have not yet been announced by the standard procedure of a uncertainty journal. In short,
there is still time to be reliably sure that the results actually hold up in a wider population. Pfizer
announcement may not have an immediate impact for India. Unlike Covishield by the Serum
Institute or Bharat Biotech Ltd, there are of the vaccine in India. While there were early with Pfizer.
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The Supreme Court has struck a blow for personal liberty, through an order that one wished was
also passed in the case of many others incarcerated without sufficient cause, and with the same
priority, consideration and speed. The by a regime in investigated and prosecuted, if evidence was
found, without always a good case for bail. However, it is not clear why the court did not allow the
regular bail process to pave the way for their freedom. Even before the Sessions Court could hear
the matter. The as he had an effective alternative is quite common for superior courts to ask
remand petitioners to exhaust their remedy before lower courts first. Even those arrests in which
political vendetta or misuse of power is quite demonstrable, the Supreme Court has granted bail
only after courts below had dismissed them on merits. In Mr. Goswami case, the Sessions Court
was due to hear his bail petition around the same time the matter was before the High Court.
Therefore, it is somewhat strange that the petition was posted interim bail, pending a reasoned
judgment, should be to the today, we will walk on a path of destruction, seems out of place in a
case that clearly does not relate to Mr. Go swami journalistic work. Surely, a scrutiny of why such
consideration or sympathy has not been shown for others held mainly for their political beliefs or
journalistic work is warranted. It is no idle whataboutery to point out that it was only recently that
the to the High. Why do you file a regular bail application? One hopes the detailed judgment
would shed light on the circumstances in which the Supreme Court can override regular bail
hearings in lower courts; and on whether it is expected that bail in appropriate cases. The Supreme
Court has struck a blow for personal liberty, through an order that one wished was also passed in
the case of many others incarcerated without sufficient cause, and with the same priority,
consideration and speed. The by a regime in investigated and prosecuted, if evidence was found,
without always a good case for bail. However, it is not clear why the court did not allow the regular
bail process to pave the way for their freedom. even before the Sessions Court could hear the
matter. The as he had an effective alternative is quite common for superior courts to ask remand
petitioners to exhaust their remedy before lower courts first. Even those arrests in which political
vendetta or misuse of power is quite demonstrable, the Supreme Court has granted bail only after
courts below had dismissed them on merits. In Mr. Goswami case, the Sessions Court was due to
hear his bail petition around the same time the matter was before the High Court. Therefore, it is
somewhat strange that the petition was posted interim bail, pending a reasoned judgment, should
be to the today, we will walk on a path of destruction, seems out of place to.
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In the Chinese Standard Map have also rejected Chinese claims in South China Sea, accusing China
of claiming their territory, India role, besides South Asia & particularly, regarding China atrocious
claims on the Indian State of Arunachal Pradesh & the Aksai Chin, also assumes significance in
South China Sea. India role in the security in the South China Sea is considered critical in sustaining
and maximizing her strategic interests in the Indian Ocean. India also has high stakes in South
China as nearly 55% of India trade with the Indo Pacific region passes through these waters. India
own economic prosperity and that of the region depends on a stable maritime order with sea lanes
kept open. Towards that end, India has been pushing for a rules based order in the Indo pacific
Region by upholding the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Under these
circumstances, as competition for strategic space continues to rise in the Indian Ocean, India must
continue to build its partnership with the US, Southeast Asian states, and the regional powers. This
will also help keep Chinese belligerence towards India under check & will be instrumental in
positioning India as a credible security provider, as expected by the United States of India, opine
observers. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is visiting Jakarta, Indonesia on September 6 7 to
participate in the 20th India Summit and 18th East Asia Summit. The high profile Summit on
September 9 10 may have somewhat overshadowed the India Summit. However this India Summit
is important since it has the potential to shape and strengthen India relations with the region in
the future. India has been engaging with the Southeast Asian countries in a focused manner first
through the Look East Policy and then through its revamped version the Act East Policy.
Countering China has been a major driving factor behind India interactions with the Southeast
Asian countries. China releasing a new map and falsely claiming territories land and maritime of
India and Southeast Asian countries would further add to the shared concerns between India and.
Chinese cartographic aggression needs a collective response. While China territorial disputes with
India and in the South China Sea are not new, the efforts to counter China assertion have been
divided. India and need to devise a mechanism for concerted response to China wrongful claims.
India and the Southeast Asian countries are already taking steps in this direction. During the 2022
India Summit, the two sides elevated their ties to the level of Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. Since then India and have shown commendable progress and have accelerated their
engagements in the strategic domain. In May this year the first ever India Maritime Exercise was
held off the coast of Singapore. Apart from this India also had defence engagements bilaterally
with Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam in this year. Southeast Asian countries are
showing interest in acquiring Indian defence equipment such as the Brahms missile system and the
Light Combat Aircraft Teas. India growing strategic profile in is necessary as both the sides are
fighting China territorial encroachments. China has territorial disputes with members like Brunei,
Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam. Simultaneously China is engaged in a border dispute with
India since decades. The India China border dispute is a complex issue which could take a long time
to resolve. Despite ongoing negotiations, China provocations along the Indian border continue. For
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India, cohesion with likeminded countries is necessary to counter China revisionist policies. As
India looks to increase its strategic and economic.
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The sounds produced by large marine mammals are of a similar low frequency range to much of
the noise produced by humans. The noise produced by ships tends to be less which overlaps with
the vocal frequencies produced by many large mammals. For example, Blue whales produce
frequency vocalisations of less than 100 Hz, meaning their calls can be lost in the background din.
Shipping noise has led to marine mammals altering their vocalisation patterns. This includes
making calls longer and more repetitive or waiting until noise levels drop before calling. Research
has shown that shipping noise made within 1200 metres of humpback whales and has caused the
whales to either reduce or stop their calling the waters surrounding, the remote Islands in Japan.
Despite these vocal adaptations noise can negatively affect feeding behaviour of animals and
increase physiological stress. Research found that a reduction in shipping led to a six decibel drop
in noise levels in the Atlantic coast of Canada. This coincided with lower levels of physiological
stress and detected in North Atlantic. The right whales, when researchers measured stress, a
substance produced from floating whale waste material. Noisy oceans are having a profound
negative impact on marine life. Taking action to protect and restore natural soundscapes is a key
priority for conservation nowadays. The good news is that noise is removed from the environment
as soon as the sound source is switched off or turned down. Technological developments in ship
design such as reduced propeller cavitation the formation of air bubbles on the surface of a
propeller have already lowered the noise produced by ships. Small adjustments in speed can also
substantially lower engine and propeller noise. Research has found that a large amount of
reduction in the average speed of commercial ships can reduce underwater noise pollution by
more than fifty percent. But global awareness of the impact of noise on ocean health needs
improvement. Outreach it is important that there are no impediments to physical connectivity.
India must look to build upon its enhanced strategic presence in Southeast Asia to facilitate
freedom of navigation and over flight and promote rules based order. While India strategic
cooperation with is progressing there are certain challenges which the two sides need to address
for their relations to progress without much friction. Firstly, India and need to work on greater
cooperation in the economic domain. To counter China, it is imperative that India increases its
economic engagements with the region. At present the odds are heavily tilted in China favor as it is
the largest trading partner of. is India fourth largest trading partner. Both the sides have a Free
Trade Agreement FTA known as India Trade in Goods Agreement AITGA. However, the progress in
the India trade has been sluggish. Issues such as implementation, origin rules, custom procedures,
duty cuts, data sharing etc. have affected India trade with. Growing trade deficit with is also a
major concern for India. In August, the two sides agreed to review the AITGA by 2025 to address
these issues. Increasing trade would high on Modi agenda as he attends the India Summit. On a
positive note, Singapore emerged as the largest source of Foreign Direct Investment in India in
2023 with an investment of $17.20 billion. Singapore has also been the second largest source of
cumulative from 2000 to 2023. During this period from Singapore accounted for 23% of the total in
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India. Secondly, division within on the issue of Myanmar is a challenge. The military coup in
Myanmar has received different reactions from different members of. While as and the.
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Best to have the the courtyard. This way spaces look larger and better. He lists out other
advantages too: the ability to bathe in sunlight right inside your homes and get a dose of at the
foothills of the Western Ghats, the sprawling campus of has spaces pottery, sculpting and layered
tile roofing and open sides all around stands tall in the middle of the property. Says Dhinakar, This
open space also has natural light coming in from all directions and it can be used to learn & arts,
music, yoga or just to meditate. We have that are wet like bathrooms, utility areas air circulation in
rooms. The portico uses traditional Kerala style double-layered tiled roof for a cooling effect.
Dhinakar says he wants to replicate the model he saw in the. There, people live it up at. | want this
to be a space where they stay healthy, learn new hobbies, and pursue their passion. We even
painted the walls in yellow to ensure that the space is bright and cheerful. He has uploaded
YouTube videos on how to use kattu veedu where the design helps that were designed to conserve
water. We have drawn the theory from there and implemented it differently to ensure germ has
gained traction among people designing holiday homes away from the city, who want to bring
Nature back into their lives, says Mumbai based Neha Arte, an artist and environmental architect
who works with sustainable designs and green green buildings that are basically about creating
energy efficient, healthy and comfortable spaces. It saves energy as it reduces the need for
artificial lighting, she adds. Then, there are added perks such as views of lush treetops and bursts
bird song that enhance the indoors, when it is so closely connected with the outdoors. Best to
have the the courtyard. This way spaces look larger and better. He lists out other advantages too:
the ability to bathe in sunlight right inside your homes and get a dose of at the foothills of the
Western Ghats, the sprawling campus of has spaces pottery, sculpting and layered tile roofing and
open sides all around stands tall in the middle of the property. Says Dhinakar, This open space also
has natural light coming in from all directions and it can be used to learn & arts, music, yoga or just
to meditate. We have that are wet like bathrooms, utility areas air circulation in rooms. The
portico uses traditional Kerala style double-layered tiled roof for a cooling effect. Dhinakar says he
wants to replicate the model he saw in the. There, people live it up at. | want this to be a space
where they stay healthy, learn new hobbies, and pursue their passion. We even painted the walls
in yellow to ensure that the space is bright and cheerful. He has uploaded YouTube videos on how
to use kattu veedu where the design helps that were designed to conserve water. We have drawn
the theory from.
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He also pushed for an stay order against the State, but did not succeed. An filed by had
approached the Supreme Court on a habeas corpus plea to know the union to move the Allahabad.
The union said the speech on certain websites. But names of the were not of the information as to
these websites was stated to be news published in some media reports in different mediums. It
stated that the is and does not disclose the of any offence. It further said Media is the breath of
democracy. For a media professional there is no fixed time-table, no planning, and no weekly off.
There is time by any means focusing on the news to cover, be it flood or act of terror or crime or
political developments, even risking their the work of journalists and seriously prejudice the right
of people to get news. Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shiva Singh Cohan has said religious
conversion of tribal in the name of service would not be tolerated. an in Bhopal on Tribal Pride Day
on Sunday, he said steps were being taken to prevent illegal and this in the name of service has
been going. Bursa shook the British and fought for his culture and tradition. Our tribal people
never bowed whenever their traditions have been attack, he noted. Mr. Cohan said he was against
the, the Ministry of Tribal Welfare will be called the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. We need to bring
tribal people to the mainstream. The first right over the State resources is that of the poor and
those at the lowest level, he stated. Samaras hostels would be built State-wide, where children
from all communities would reside. And 10% seats in tribal hostels would be reserved for poor
children from other communities, he added. He also pushed for an stay order against the State,
but did not succeed. An filed by had approached the Supreme Court on a habeas corpus plea to
know the union to move the Allahabad. The union said the speech on certain websites. But names
of the were not of the information as to these websites was stated to be news published in some
media reports in different mediums. It stated that the ins and does not disclose the of any offence.
It further said Media is the breath of democracy. For a media professional there is no fixed time-
table, no planning, and no weekly off. There is time by any means focusing on the news to cover,
be it flood or act of terror or crime or political developments, even risking their the work of
journalists and seriously prejudice the right of people to get news. Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shiva Singh Cohan has said religious conversion of tribal in the name of service would not be
tolerated. an in Bhopal on Tribal Pride Day on Sunday, he said steps were being taken to prevent
illegal and this in the name of service has been going taken in earth.
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Known as the Gupkar Alliance, an unholy global gathbandhan against the national interest. He
questioned whether the be in informal seat-adjustment arrangements with the People Alliance of
the Gupkar Declaration alliance had said on the restoration of Article 370. In a series of tweets, Mr.
Shah said the Indian people will no longer tolerate an either the Gupkar Gang swims along with the
national mood or else the people will sink it. He accused the parties making up the alliance such as
the National Conference with foreign powers and showing disrespect to the Tricolor. His plea, filed
through lawyer Ashok Agarwal, said asked to waive off the exams fee or money from to waive
exam fees for students of classes 10 and 12 in the current academic year in view of and financial
problems being faced by some parents. A Bench of Justices Ashok Bhushan, R. Subhash Reddy and
M.R. Shah dismissed the against the September 28 order of the Delhi High Court. How can the
Court direct the government to do this? You should give a representation to the government.
Dismissed, the Bench said. The High Court had asked the AAP government and the Central Board
of in accordance with law, rules, regulations and government policy applicable to the facts of the
case within three weeks. The appeal said that due to, the income of parents has either
disappeared or declined to such a level that it has become difficult for them to arrange even two
meals for their families. It said the High Court order has resulted in denial of relief to 30 lakh
students in the country and three lakh are in Delhi alone. The plea, filed through lawyer Ashok
Agarwal, said either off the exams fee or the Centre should pay the money from the country.
Known as the Gupkar Alliance, an unholy global gathbandhan against the national interest. He
guestioned whether the be in informal seat-adjustment arrangements with the People Alliance of
the Gupkar Declaration alliance had said on the restoration of Article 370. In a series of tweets, Mr.
Shah said the Indian people will no longer tolerate an either the Gupkar Gang swims along with the
national mood or else the people will sink it. He accused the parties making up the alliance such as
the National Conference with foreign powers and showing disrespect to the Tricolor. His plea, filed
through lawyer Ashok Agarwal, said asked to waive off the exams fee or money from to waive
exam fees for students of classes 10 and 12 in the current academic year in view of and financial
problems being faced by some parents. A Bench of Justices Ashok Bhushan, R. Subhash Reddy and
M.R. Shah dismissed the against the September 28 order of the Delhi High Court. How can the
Court direct the government to do this? You should give a representation to the government.
Dismissed, the Bench said. The High Court had asked the AAP government and the Central Board
of in accordance.
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The stated reason for the Government withdrawal of the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, was
that it will come up with a comprehensive legal framework on data privacy and Internet
regulation. The Government has averred that a new draft will be in sync with the principles of
privacy, in line with Supreme Court guidelines based on the landmark judgment on privacy, i.e.,
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India, and would consider the Joint Committee of Parliament
recommendations on the framework to regulate the digital ecosystem. The 2019 Bill had been
rightly criticised by stakeholders, including Justice B.N. Srikrishna he chaired a committee of
experts that had authored a draft bill in 2018 for overemphasising the national security angle,
among other reasons. The 2019 Bill diverged from the Srikrishna Committee Draft in the selection
of the chairperson and members of the Data Protection Authority (DPA) that shall protect the
interests of data principals, and in the leeway given to the Union government to exempt its
agencies from the application of the Act. The 2018 draft Bill allowed for judicial oversight in the
selection process for the DPA, while the 2019 Bill limited the composition to the executive. The
2018 Bill allowed for exemptions to be granted to state institutions from acquiring informed
consent from data principals or to process data in the case of matters relating only to the security
of the state it also called for a law to provide for parliamentary oversight and judicial approval of
non-consensual access to personal data . In contrast, the 2019 Bill added public order as a reason
to exempt a government agency from the Act, besides only providing for these reasons to be
recorded in writing. By choosing to withdraw the Bill, it is unclear whether the Government would
address the demand for a realignment of the legislation with the 2018 draft Bill that came about
after extensive consultations with civil society. Or whether this would be more in line with the JPC
report, which has also been criticised by civil society for retaining provisions that allow the
Government access to private data of citizens without sufficient safeguards. Dissent notes to the
JPC report, by Congress MP Jairam Ramesh for example, went on to criticise the leeway granted to
the Government on exemptions and how the ground of public order and not security of the state
was liable for misuse. It is not clear if the Bill withdrawal is linked to opposition to mandatory data
localisation from multinational Internet companies. Meanwhile, the lack of a proper data
protection law in the country is an anomaly when compared with major countries. If the
Government is indeed committed to a comprehensive legal framework on data privacy and
protection, it must revert to the baseline provided in the Justice Srikrishna Committee
recommendations and enact a law within a reasonable timeline. The subsequent COPs are a
quibbling arena where countries coax, cajole and make compromises on the cuts they can
undertake over multi-decadal timelines with the.
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Least impact on their developmental to take action insignia for the rule of patellar form of the
manner of relate red party to belong with political rule in India for better in so manage in. For
Priorities. While the end product of the is a joint agreement, signed by all member countries, the
real business begins after, where countries must submit every five years, mapping what will be
done specified eight targets, the most salient of them being reducing the emissions intensity of its
installed electricity capacity sourced from renewable energy, and creating an additional carbon
sink equivalent through forest and tree cover by 2030. Being a large, populous country, India has
high net emissions but low precipitate emissions. It has also, by participating in for decades, made
the case that the existing climate crisis is largely due to India by the U.S. and developed European
countries since reassure and clearer evidence of the multidimensional impact from climate change
as the Government references it, which included India increasing its non fossil energy capacity and
achieving Net Zero by 2070, or no net carbon dioxide emitted from energy sources. However, the
press statement on the Cabinet decision was silent on whether India would cut emissions by a
billion tons and on creating carbon sinks. While India is within its right to specify its emissions
pathway, it should not at any forum promise more than what it can deliver as this undermines the
moral authority that India brings to future negotiations. India has expressed its intent, via several
legislations, to use energy efficiently and many of its biggest corporations have committed to
shifting away from polluting energy sources. Going ahead, these should be grounds for India, at its
pace, to be an exemplar for balancing energy use, development and meeting climate goals. Least
impact on their developmental to take action insignia for the rule of patellar form of the manner of
relate red party to belong with political rule in India for better in so manage in. For Priorities. While
the end product of the is a joint agreement, signed by all member countries, the real business
begins after, where countries must submit every five years, mapping what will be done specified
eight targets, the most salient of them being reducing the emissions intensity of its installed
electricity capacity sourced from renewable energy, and creating an additional carbon sink
equivalent through forest and tree cover emitted from energy sources. However, the press
statement on the Cabinet decision was silent on whether India would cut emissions by a billion
tons and on creating carbon sinks. While India is within its right to specify its emissions pathway, it
should not at any forum promise more than what it can deliver as this undermines the moral
authority that India brings to future negotiations. India has expressed its intent, via several
legislations, to use energy efficiently and many of its biggest corporations have committed to
shifting away from polluting energy sources. Going ahead, these should be.
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For Delhi students, it said that the government may be asked to do the same. It may be stated
here of very nominal but in the year increased Examination fee manifold. In the fee from to from
students of class and. In the last academic year, the Delhi government had paid examination of
class and it has refused to do so citing financial crunch, it said. The sought direction to the CBSE to
waive the fee or direct the Centre to pay to Fund or from any other available resources, it said. Mr.
Ramakrishnan, whose mother tongue was Telugu, considered himself a Tamil as he was born and
brought up in Chennai. A post graduate in social work from Loyola College, Mr. Ramakrishnan, who
had a brief stint in advertising, took to publishing when he was hardly with the objective of
bringing out serious literature in Tamil. The focus of the organisation widened as it published titles
on environment, healthcare, and agriculture, modern. Since of literary works in Hindi, Bengali and
Kannada, apart from publishing the works of leading Tamil writers and thinkers such as with
English or any other language, the Tamil people could internalise the reality only through their
mother tongue. He would often say that experience and enjoyment one derived from reading the
works of Jean Tamil would be entirely different from that of reading them in English. He also
commissioned direct Tamil translations of works of German and French literary figures such as
Kafka and Albert Camus, which are regarded as important landmarks of Tamil publishing. It was
the dictionary project on contemporary Tamil that enhanced the veteran publisher stature
substantially in the literary world. The first edition of the dictionary was released in 1992, the
Braille form. For Delhi students, it said that the government may be asked to do the same. It may
be stated here of very nominal but in the year increased Examination fee manifold. In the fee from
to from students of class and. In the last academic year, the Delhi government had paid
examination of class and it has refused to do so citing financial crunch, it said. The sought direction
to the CBSE to waive the fee or direct the Centre to pay to Fund or from any other available
resources, it said. Mr. Ramakrishnan, whose mother tongue was Telugu, considered himself a
Tamil as he was born and brought up in Chennai. A post graduate in social work from Loyola
College, Mr. Ramakrishnan, who had a brief stint in advertising, took to publishing when he was
hardly with the objective of bringing out serious literature in Tamil. The focus of the organisation
widened as it published titles on environment, healthcare, and agriculture, modern. Since of
literary works in Hindi, Bengali and Kannada, apart from publishing the works of leading Tamil
writers and thinkers such as with language, the Tamil people could internalise the reality only
through their mother tongue. He would often say that experience and enjoyment one.
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Grouping, creating one of the world largest trading blocs. Noticeable by its absence was India,
which after seven years of protracted negotiations decided last November to exit the grouping.
India had justified its decision as protecting its economy from burgeoning trade deficits with a
majority of the members and had cited the grouping refusal to accede to its protracted requests
on safeguards as a deal breaker. Those reasons were on the face of it justifiable at the time and
were welcomed by industry, trade and down the road, appears far more debatable in terms of
protracted its economic rationale. With global trade and the economy foundering on the shoals of
the, especially as new infections in Europe and the U.S. prompt fresh restrictions there, the the
east Asian and Pacific countries including China, South Korea, Vietnam, Australia and New Zealand
serving as a bulwark in containing the pandemic and re-energising protracted economic activity
can hardly be understated. Add to this the heightened by the deadlocked Brexit negotiations
between Britain and protracted the and it becomes evident that India may have missed a vital
opportunity. Moderna results, like Pfizer are a boost for a new approach to vaccine design. The
classes of vaccines are a synthetic construction of a piece of genetic machinery protracted that
viruses need to replicate. There are twin advantages. No physical part of a virus is introduced,
reducing the odds of adverse reactions, and the number of protracted doses can be quickly scaled
up as they do not need mammalian cells. The cons are that such vaccines have never been
commercially produced and require sub-zero refrigeration facilities, which is a rarity in most of the
world. On protracted the other side, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan is facing a political
backlash. Yerevan has seen the troop withdrawal. Grouping, creating one of the world largest
trading blocs. Noticeable by its absence was India, which after seven years of protracted
negotiations decided last November to exit the grouping. India had justified its decision as
protecting its economy from burgeoning trade deficits with a majority of the members and had
cited the grouping refusal to accede to its protracted requests on safeguards as a deal breaker.
Those reasons were on the face of it justifiable at the time and were welcomed by industry, trade
and down the road, appears far more debatable in terms of protracted its economic rationale.
With global trade and the economy foundering on the shoals of the, especially as new infections in
Europe and the U.S. prompt fresh restrictions there, the the east Asian and Pacific countries
including China, South Korea, Vietnam, Australia and New Zealand serving as a bulwark in
containing the pandemic and re-energising protracted economic activity can hardly be
understated. Add to this the heightened by the deadlocked Brexit negotiations between Britain
and protracted the and it becomes evident that India may have missed a vital opportunity.
Moderna results, like Pfizer are a boost for a new approach to vaccine to the design.
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The then charge daffaires carry out. That certainly wins the case in Tibet, at a time when, not only
was being in Lhasa crucial in the aftermath of the war, but there was also the unsettled matter In
the one reason could have been Delhi being anxious to close Chinese consulates in Mumbai and
Kolkata because they were indulging in activities other than consular work, but that does explain
why Delhi would voluntarily close Lhasa. What we do know is that in the lead up to the war, Indian
officials in Lhasa began to come under increasing harassment from Chinese authorities. On, the
consulate telegraphic lines were cut, as were its telephone lines and courier communication from
entering the mission was located, while supplies of milk and eggs were also stopped. On norms
and its staff were subject to the most willful harassment by local Chinese authorities. Yet April
notes, leaving unclear why the closure still went ahead. These are among the many questions
without answers, he writes. Mr. April traces the closure to India gradual withdrawal from Tibet,
where it was also maintaining trade agencies in Tatung, Giants and on trade and intercourse now
famous as the Panchsheel agreement and its decision to not renew the agreement when it had
offered a renewal, but India contention was that with every tenet of panchsheel violated by then
the highlighted China actions in Aksai Chin not Indians were coming under increasing restrictions,
were all shut, and by the end of the year, the consulate would follow. India would later try
unsuccessfully on numerous occasions to return to new consulates, India suggested Lhasa but had
to settle for Guangzhou, while China returned to Kolkata. As trade boomed, India had also
returned to Shanghai and China reopened Mumbai, but Lhasa still remained off-limits. The then
charge daffaires carry out. That certainly wins the case in Tibet, at a time when, not only was being
in Lhasa crucial in the aftermath of the war, but there was also the unsettled matter In the one
reason could have been Delhi being anxious to close Chinese consulates in Mumbai and Kolkata
because they were indulging in activities other than consular work, but that does explain why Delhi
would voluntarily close Lhasa. What we do know is that in the lead up to the war, Indian officials in
Lhasa began to come under increasing harassment from Chinese authorities. On, the consulate
telegraphic lines were cut, as were its telephone lines and courier communication from entering
the mission was located, while supplies of milk and eggs were also stopped. On norms and its staff
were subject to the most willful harassment by local Chinese authorities. Yet April notes, leaving
unclear why the closure still went ahead. These are among the many questions without answers,
he writes. April traces the closure to India gradual withdrawal from Tibet, where it was also
maintaining trade agencies in Tatung, Giants and on trade and intercourse now famous as the
team of India.
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The Computer Based Typing Skill Test is scheduled to be held on 12th August, 2022. City intimation
slip will be live by 03.08.2022. The candidates are required to type at least 300 words in English or
250 words in Hindi. 2. The candidates will have to type in English or Hindi, as per option exercised
by them on RRB websites. English will be the Typing Language for those who have not exercised
their option. Candidates who have opted Hindi for Typing Test must be familiar with the usage of
Krutidev or Mangal font. The exam session consists of three parts viz. Typing practice for one
minute to warm up & familiarize with key board. Break of 30 seconds and Typing Test for 10
minutes which will be taken for evaluation. As the skill test is to determine the speed, candidates
who have completed the passage can retype passage from the beginning within the duration of
test i.e. 10 minutes. Candidates who do not type the whole passage at least once in 10 minutes will
be treated as disqualified. The transcripts of those candidates who do not type 300 words in
English or 250 words in Hindi within the prescribed time will not be evaluated. The evaluation of
the passage typed by the candidate will be done as follows The mistakes will be classified as full
mistakes and half mistakes. 5% mistakes of the total words typed may be ignored. Accordingly, the
total number of mistakes will be calculated as under the minimum speed should be 30 words per
minute in English and 25 words per minute in Hindi. Candidates are advised to refer only to the
official websites of RRBs for latest updates on the recruitment process. Please do not be misled by
unauthenticated sources. Beware of touts who try to misguide candidates with fake promises of
appointment for jobs on illegal consideration. RRB selections are based on Computer Based Test
and recruitment is based only on the merit of the candidates. The Computer Based Typing Skill
Test is scheduled to be held on 12th August, 2022. City intimation slip will be live by 03.08.2022.
The candidates are required to type at least 300 words in English or 250 words in Hindi. 2. The
candidates will have to type in English or Hindi, as per option exercised by them on RRB websites.
English will be the Typing Language for those who have not exercised their option. Candidates who
have opted Hindi for Typing Test must be familiar with the usage of Krutidev or Mangal font. The
exam session consists of three parts viz. Typing practice for one minute to warm up & familiarize
with key board. Break of 30 seconds and Typing Test for 10 minutes which will be taken for
evaluation. As the skill test is to determine the speed, candidates who have completed the passage
can retype passage from the beginning within the duration of test i.e. 10 minutes. Candidates who
do not type the whole to passage.
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Now, the nucleus plan is with a digital health identity for all. With the emphasis on it should be
possible to early on at least on one access to free, essential prescription drugs. A digital health
would help prescribe and free. The the public cost for this, in this is a medium-term goal, the more
task of looms as a test for the government. At a broader level, efficient digital, and fixing deadlines
for through, and it remain forgotten. If digital has to become a way of life, redefining the of citizen
centric services would be a good place to start, with deadlines for. For a as as the end of India
presence in Tibet, the the closure of India in Lhasa in still remain a small footnote in the history of
that period, forgotten in the immediate aftermath of the war earlier that year lift the veil on what
would turn out to be a landmark event in the history of India with Tibet and China, a new book
reveals it was India that took the fateful decision to close the in Lhasa a momentous decision that,
the book concludes, remains a mystery and still never fully and one that India would come to
regret as it made to reopen its presence in Lhasa and return to Tibet following the of relations with
in 1988. In the book notes that information about the Lhasa and this period in history remains
scarce. Unfortunately, he laments, the Ministry of External Affairs classified all documents related
to, however, piece together the chain of events leading up to the fateful decision, which was,
finally, conveyed in a laconic note from the a in India, saying it had to the in Lhasa and from writes
that even the to be kept in the dark. Now, the nucleus plan is with a digital health identity for all.
With the emphasis on it should be possible to early on at least on one access to free, essential
prescription drugs. A digital health would help prescribe and free. The the public cost for this, in
this is a medium-term goal, the more task of looms as a test for the government. At a broader
level, efficient digital, and fixing deadlines for through, and it remain forgotten. If digital has to
become a way of life, redefining the of citizen centric services would be a good place to start, with
deadlines for. For a as as the end of India presence in Tibet, the the closure of India in Lhasa in still
remain a small footnote in the history of that period, forgotten in the immediate aftermath of the
war earlier that year lift the veil on what would turn out to be a landmark event in the history of
India with Tibet and China, a new book reveals it was India that took the fateful decision to close
the in Lhasa a momentous decision that, the book concludes, remains a mystery and still never
fully and one.
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The third conclave of the opposition parties in Mumbai is over. Were any major milestones
achieved? The claims of scores of party leaders notwithstanding, most of the hurdles still remain.
With general elections just about nine months away, time seems to be running out fast for the
opposition. If Mr Modi and Co give them another jolt by preponing the elections by a few months,
the opposition will find itself at sea. That could mean disarray and panic of sorts which will not
bode well for its goals and aspirations. There are many challenges that INDIA needs to resolve on
priority in the next few months. The optimistic and tall claims of their leaders after the Mumbai
conclave notwithstanding. The four core challenges that continue to haunt the opposition are: a
cohesive and common identity, leadership, a common vision and seat sharing formulas. Identity As
on date, all that the nation knows is that 26 opposition political parties have expressed a desire to
fight the 2024 elections against the BJP by standing together. They have decided to call themselves
as INDIA to define this togetherness. So far so good. One must remember that barring the
Congress party, most others are regional entities and their voter base and strengths lie in their
respective states. They have built their regional identities after decades of hard work. It will be
blasphemous to assume that they will either give up the same or even dilute it, for the cause of
INDIA. This implies that within their states or regions of strengths, they will like to call the shots
and not allow others to make inroads. While success at national level is part of their aspirations,
success at regional level is paramount for their survival and remaining politically relevant. In such a
scenario, a common and cohesive identity will always elude the INDIA. When Ms Mamta or other
candidates go canvasing in seats allocated to them in West Bengal, will they ask for votes in the
name of TMC or the INDIA? Will they give prominence to the INDIA logo and identity or their own?
Will they recount TMC achievements or focus on future promises of INDIA? What will be her focus
when she campaigns for candidates belonging to the Congress in her state? Can Mamata forget
everything and eulogise the CPI M and promote its candidates? If one goes by the 2019 results in
West Bengal, the CPI M may not even get one seat to contest. Will its cadres be happy with this
situation and willingly canvas for TMC Candidates in a state where their party was in power for
over two decades? Will the TMC or CPI M or Congress party cadres understand and take kindly to
this change of heart on part of their leaders? The story in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Delhi and many
other states will be similar. How can INDIA hope to develop a viable and lasting identity in such an
environment? Leadership Only the Congress party is represented by its top national leadership in
INDIA as they have graduated to being national level leaders. They devote full time to national
politics because that is where their future lies. On the other side, leaders of other parties, who
matter in the group, are either leading governments in their states or aspire to do so. Mamata
Banerjee, M K Stalin, Nitish Kumar and Arvind Kejriwal are principally strong regional leaders.
Some others would either be hoping to do so in the future or aiming to become major political
forces within their states. Leaders like Mehbooba Mufti, Farooq Abdullah and Udhav Thakrey are
part of this group mainly to strengthen to their own dwindling political statures and relevance.
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Some of these leaders will be happy to be the face of INDIA, but their commitments and priorities
towards national.
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Elections will always take second place. If the Prime Minister position falls in their lap, they will not
deny it but till that happens, they will ensure that their existing role and stature within their state
is not compromised in any manner. They all understand that a dog who runs after two bones
catches neither. Nitish Kumar may be an exception in this regard as he understands that his time
at the helm of his state is all but over. Obviously, this scenario does not bode well for the INDIA as
their option is then limited to only Mr Rahul Gandhi? It is no secret that for the Congress he is the
only choice. The party is unlikely to accept someone else. However, many of the other senior
regional stalwarts in the fray have already expressed their reservations on elevating the Gandhi
scion as the Prime Ministerial face. This complicates the leadership issues further. So, does that
make INDIA a rudderless ship that is trying to weather the Modi and BJP storm? Seat Sharing
Ideally seat sharing or seat allocation formula is based on the win ability criteria which is a function
of both the party and its candidates. If INDIA adopts this approach then its seat sharing between
the parties will be dictated by two important factors. First, it will be the seats that each party won
in 2019 and second where an individual party candidate was a runner up to the BJP or its allies. In
either case, the concerned party can be given the flexibility of changing a candidate if it so desires.
Any other criteria will be seen as a compromise or arbitrary in nature and that will defeat the very
purpose of the alliance. In such a scenario the Congress share will be about 240 seats across the
country. It includes the 53 seats it won in 2019. Will the Congress agree to fight on only 240 seats?
Any such move may impact their right to fight from many of the balance 303 seats in the future
too. It will result in shrinking of the party presence and influence in these constituencies. This is
bound to demoralize the local party cadres and its overall national vote share will shrink
significantly. It will be a Catch 22 situation for the grand old party. Compulsions to be part of INDIA
will demand forsaking claims to fight on most these 303 seats while party interests will demand
putting up more candidates. Most regional parties are unlikely to face a similar situation as they
will have their way within their states. Take the example of West Bengal. In 2019, TMC won 22
seats, BJP 18 and the Congress only 2. TMC candidates were runners up in all the 20 seats that the
party lost. Will Congress agree to field only two candidates in West Bengal? In Tamil Nadu, the
Congress will get only nine seats out of 39 as it won eight and was runner up in one. By the same
logic, in UP, the Congress won only one seat and was runner up in another three. So, will it field
only four candidates in a state that has 80 seats? This is highly unlikely and therefore seat sharing
agreements may not be as easy as they are being made out to be. Common Vision As on date the
common vision of the 26 opposition parties in INDIA is limited to Modi Hatao. By default, it also
means BJP Hatao. This is the outcome of their hatred for the Prime Minister and anything related
to BJP. Instead of looking inwards, they blame them for all their woes since 2014. A new common
national vision will certainly be drafted by the INDIA sooner or later. Will it be a cocktail of the
visions of all its constituents? If that happens, it will be disaster from the outset. Perhaps they will
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come out with a simple and sketchy document to appease all members. Such a document is
unlikely to do justice to a large nation of 1.4 billion.
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Citing the fact that the plea for stay had been heard and refused last year itself, the is taking a
narrow and matter, it declined to grant a stay. However, it is quite disappointing to note that nine
months on, that a fresh window for purchase of bonds is set to Delhi Assembly election and that
the scheme itself was being frequently opened so that the ruling party would stand to benefit.
Fresh revelations suggest that they had voiced their reservations about the scheme, which was
enabled by, the petitioner, has disclosed that an overwhelming majority of the donations made
through point of the new rule of live at electoral bonds had gone to the Bharatiya Janata Party.
Further, the has already made clear its strong opposition to the various amendments to the law on
contributions to political parties. In response filed in the court, said the provisions would enable
the creation of shell companies for the sole purpose of making political donations and no other
business, that the abolition of the clause that says firms must declare political contributions in
their profit and loss accounts would compromise transparency, and the amendments to the law on
foreign contributions would mean that there would be unchecked foreign funding of leading to
foreign influence on India policy that funding. In this backdrop, it is quite intriguing that the top
court has given the fortnight to reply to the petition for stay when its position is quite clear. The
least the court can do now is to expedite the final hearing of the petitions challenging the scheme.
There are indeed strong grounds for putting an end to the system of anonymous bearer bonds
being used to fund parties. Such anonymity gives a clear and unfair advantage to the ruling party
of the day. Citing the fact that the plea for stay had been heard and refused last year itself, the is
taking a narrow and matter, it declined to grant a stay. However, it is quite disappointing to note
that nine months on, that a fresh window for purchase of bonds is set to Delhi Assembly election
and that the scheme itself was being frequently opened so that the ruling party would stand to
benefit. Fresh revelations suggest that they had voiced their reservations about the scheme, which
was enabled by, the petitioner, has disclosed that an overwhelming majority of the donations
made through point of the new rule of live at electoral bonds had gone to the Bharatiya Janata
Party. Further, the has already made clear its strong opposition to the various amendments to the
law on contributions to political parties. In response filed in the court, said the provisions would
enable the creation of shell companies for the sole purpose of making political donations and no
other business, that the abolition of the clause that says firms must declare political contributions
in their profit and loss accounts would compromise transparency, and the amendments to the law
on foreign contributions would mean.
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This makes it that the next President of the country respects science and advocates the use of
masks, social distancing, and concur that the bold fiscal policy, not fear tweets. Finally to white
views on women rights and an instinct to pander to unhinged nativism, but also concern for
working class that will certainly bitter polarisation of the that divide must be the highest priority
for the 46th President. Early enforcement of maintenance laws is a must to protect dependent
women In India, though more girls are going to school now, for many, the imperative that
inevitable reality seems marriage before completion of higher education. Girls are married off
early and bear children long before they should. This triggers a state of poor maternal health and is
one of the root causes of high levels of child stunting and wasting in India. There is also the
possibility of a marriage not working out for varied reasons, leaving the girl imperative that or
young woman in extreme distress because often she is not financially independent. Parliament and
the courts have persistently enacted legislation to give women better rights. Article which states
othing in this article shall prevent the State from making any special provision for women and
children read together with Article 39, which directs state policy towards equal pay and
opportunities for both imperative that men and women, and protecting the health of women and
children, are two key constitutional safeguards. On Wednesday, the Supreme Court leaned on
these two Articles, and a host of other laws, while hearing a dispute between a Mumbai-based
couple, and set down comprehensive guidelines on alimony. The court ruled that an abandoned
wife and children will be entitled to maintenance from the date she applies for imperative that it in
a court of law. This makes it that the next President of the country respects science and advocates
the use of masks, social distancing, and concur that the bold fiscal policy, not fear tweets. Finally to
white views on women rights and an instinct to pander to unhinged nativism, but also concern for
working class that will certainly bitter polarisation of the that divide must be the highest priority
for the 46th President. Early enforcement of maintenance laws is a must to protect dependent
women In India, though more girls are going to school now, for many, the imperative that
inevitable reality seems marriage before completion of higher education. Girls are married off
early and bear children long before they should. This triggers a state of poor maternal health and is
one of the root causes of high levels of child stunting and wasting in India. There is also the
possibility of a marriage not working out for varied reasons, leaving the girl imperative that or
young woman in extreme distress because often she is not financially independent. Parliament and
the courts have persistently enacted legislation to give women better rights. Article which states
othing in this article shall prevent the State from making.
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Also is the and other Left party that boosted the alliance and the that spoiled its plans. That Prime
Minister Mode can still win State elections is an that in terms of and a viable to the BJP is still some
distance away do not the same buzz as in India. After all, they are typically held to replace who
might have moved on to other public roles or are or them from there. This lack of has as contests
where the ruling party in a State is hugely favored. There is little desire by voters to upset the
apple cart. More so in States where the politics of voter decisions, voting the of the party in power
can be understood as a rational choice. It is therefore not that the BJP and other ruling parties
have won a large majority of the their results were on Tuesday. Yet, the story in had an additional
wrinkle. The 28 seats were keenly these had elected Congress in 2018 and the arose on their to the
in an event by senior leader. The had shifted the to the BJP within months of the. The were made
possible by Mr. Scandia clout in the belt besides the BJP added strength. The Congress can take
some solace in the fact it could wrest back nine seats lost to defection. But with these wins, the
BJP has won an and its. A defection of a of elected on one ticket and then is bad for in India. These
events were once common in smaller State but have occurred in two large States, and Madhya
Pradesh, recently. Here, they have returned to the Assembly via the by polls, a fact that could raise
the are concerned about as a moral issue. One for this could be. Also is the and other Left party
that boosted the alliance and the that spoiled its plans. That Prime Minister Mode can still win
State elections is an that in terms of and a viable to the BJP is still some distance away do not the
same buzz as in India. After all, they are typically held to replace who might have moved on to
other public roles or are or them from there. This lack of has as contests where the ruling party in
a State is hugely favored. There is little desire by voters to upset the apple cart. More so in States
where the politics of voter decisions, voting the of the party in power can be understood as a
rational choice. It is therefore not that the BJP and other ruling parties have won a large majority
of the their results were on Tuesday. Yet, the story in had an additional wrinkle. The 28 seats were
keenly these had elected Congress in 2018 and the arose on their to the in an event by senior
leader. The had shifted the to the BJP within months of the. The were made possible by Mr.
Scandia taken the.
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They also need to be to nearly minus and India, with its limited cold chain lacks efficient vaccine
storage capacity. However of whether and when the is available, there is reason for optimism. For
one, it shows that scientists basic strategy of a vaccine to target the spike protein of the virus is
correct and given that this is an approach most are following, the chances of several results are
high. Given that another firm, Modern, also employs an, it is likely that the new vaccine platform
may prove to be a in developing future vaccines. India must keep a close watch on such and
develop expertise. It must also not lose an opportunity to improve its cold chain which currently is
developed only for rudimentary vaccines. In the refrigerated year of the it should surprise no one
that the in the National Capital Region of Delhi and in urban centers that recorded poor or worse
air quality in last year. The directions expand on Supreme Court orders issued in the past, and
provide some to cities and that have moderate or better air quality, by allowing green crackers and
specified hours for bursting. These are to extend to Christmas and New Year if the ban continues
beyond November. The NOT aken in the took note that the Delhi Pollution Control Committee and
the Calcutta High Court had already to by this year. The tribunal reasoning giving primacy to the in
over and revenue losses is. As the impact of became clear in March, and there were fears of a case
surge during the winter, it was incumbent on the Centre to work with States and resolutely
prevent the burning of farm stubble. This annual fouls the air across northern and eastern India,
and imposes heavy health and productivity costs. They also need to be to nearly minus and India,
with its limited cold chain lacks efficient vaccine storage capacity. However of whether and when
the is available, there is reason for optimism. For one, it shows that scientists basic strategy of a
vaccine to target the spike protein of the virus is correct and given that this is an approach most
are following, the chances of several results are high. Given that another firm, Modern, also
employs an, it is likely that the new vaccine platform may prove to be a in developing future
vaccines. India must keep a close watch on such and develop expertise. It must also not lose an
opportunity to improve its cold chain which currently is developed only for rudimentary vaccines.
In the refrigerated year of the it should surprise no one that the in the National Capital Region of
Delhi and in urban centers that recorded poor or worse air quality in last year. The directions
expand on Supreme Court orders issued in the past, and provide some to cities and that have
moderate or better air quality, by allowing green crackers and specified hours for bursting. These
are to extend to Christmas.
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The giving primacy to the principle in losses is understandable. As the impact pandemic, it should
surprise no one that the in the National Capital Region of Delhi and in urban centres that recorded
poor or worse air quality in November last year. This annual unfailingly fouls the air across
northern and eastern India, and imposes heavy health and productivity costs. In the absence of
pollution from agricultural residue, there might have been some room for a limited quantity of
firecrackers, although climatic conditions at this time of year, of low temperature and atmospheric
circulation, would still leave many in mage to. Devoid of a strong governance agenda, the BJP
campaign boasted about depriving Kashmir of its special status and the ongoing. The BJP surge in
Bihar is clearly indicative of the continuing resonance of its Hindustan its election management, as
it came on top even as one of its allies at the next plan to capture power in Bihar, the State will
witness new social realignments. The Grand Alliance of put up a spirited fight but of resources and
poputy. The consolation for in defeat and its leader Tejashwi Yadav who began as an unsure leader
emerged as an authoritative one by the end of this election. But still does not appear wide
spectrum. The outcome will also force a renegotiation of the terms of engagement noteworthy is
the and other Left parties that boosted the alliance and the spoiled its plans. That Prime Minister
Modi can still win State elections is an indication that in terms of ideology, organisation and
leadership, a viable alternative to the BJP is still some distance away. The directions expand on
Supreme Court orders issued in the past, and provide some concessions to cities and towns that
have moderate or better air quality. The giving primacy to the principle in losses is understandable.
As the impact pandemic, it should surprise no one that the in the National Capital Region of Delhi
and in urban centres that recorded poor or worse air quality in November last year. This annual
unfailingly fouls the air across northern and eastern India, and imposes heavy health and
productivity costs. In the absence of pollution from agricultural residue, there might have been
some room for a limited quantity of firecrackers, although climatic conditions at this time of year,
of low temperature and atmospheric circulation, would still leave many in mage to. Devoid of a
strong governance agenda, the BJP campaign boasted about depriving Kashmir of its special status
and the ongoing. The BJP surge in Bihar is clearly indicative of the continuing resonance of its
Hindustan its election management, as it came on top even as one of its allies at the next plan to
capture power in Bihar, the State will witness new social realignments. The Grand Alliance of put
up a spirited fight but of resources and poputy. The consolation for in defeat and its leader
Tejashwi Yadav who began as an unsure leader emerged as an.
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By allowing green crackers and specified hours for bursting. These stipulations are to extend to
Christmas and New Year if the ban continues beyond November. The Sikkim, Delhi Pollution
Control Committee and the Calcutta High Court had already responded to deteriorating
environmental conditions by banning firecrackers this year. Even be evident to policymakers that
their measures under the National Clean Air Programme, which seeks to reduce particulate
effective. By the government own admission, there were 148 days of poor to severe air quality
from 206 days the previous year. Many other cities have a similar profile, but get less attention.
With deaths attributed to bad air quality in leading emerging economies and some evidence from
the U.S. on mortality in highly polluted areas, it is time showed a sense of accountability on the
right to breathe clean air. Tamil Nadu, are produced, has the fate of the industry this year, which,
producers claim, represents about. A transparent compensation scheme for workers, and suitable
relief for producers may be necessary, although the longer-term solution might lie in broad basing
economic activity in the within it, with four seats each, are both critical for the alliance to sustain
its margin of three seats in the. Nitish Kumar is set for a fourth straight term as Chief Minister,
Diminished as he is, the fact that he survived is no mean feat, considering the popular anger
against him that was unmistakable throughout the campaign. He faced the electorate with a
battered image, and a partner that made its own plan and a queered the pitch for him. In the end,
the victory of the NDA is considerably an outcome of the popularity of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the State and the BJP election engineering. By allowing green crackers and specified hours
for bursting. These stipulations are to extend to Christmas and New Year if the ban continues
beyond November. The Sikkim, Delhi Pollution Control Committee and the Calcutta High Court had
already responded to deteriorating environmental conditions by banning firecrackers this year.
Even be evident to policymakers that their measures under the National Clean Air Programme,
which seeks to reduce particulate effective. By the government own admission, there were 148
days of poor to severe air quality from 206 days the previous year. Many other cities have a similar
profile, but get less attention. With deaths attributed to bad air quality in leading emerging
economies and some evidence from the U.S. on mortality in highly polluted areas, it is time
showed a sense of accountability on the right to breathe clean air. Tamil Nadu, are produced, has
the fate of the industry this year, which, producers claim, represents about. A transparent
compensation scheme for workers, and suitable relief for producers may be necessary, although
the longer-term solution might lie in broad basing economic activity in the within it, with four seats
each, are both critical for the alliance to sustain its margin of three seats in the. Nitish Kumar is set
for a.
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And that why as Diwali is happy Diwali celebrated via video calls and while socially distanced this
year, we look forward to celebrating Diwali at the White House next year in person, together with
you, and in a nation celebrated healed and united,. Happy Diwali was written on the photo
celebrated greeted happy Diwali to all those world. Earlier, Secretary of the State Mike lighting a
lamp on Deepavali. Happy Diwali a joyous Festival of Lights! Tweeted Mr nation tour to Europe and
West Asia. Happy Diwali! We wish everyone health as you celebrate Festival of Lights. Even if
celebrated physically apart from family and friends, may the spirit of the season bring joy and light,
said South and Central Asia Bureau of lighting a lamp the State Department? Sending warm wishes
to everyone other festivities. On behalf of the State Department, we wish you a happy Diwali! said
Deputy Spokesman of the State Department Caleb Brown. The overarching theme of Diwali is a
lighting a celebration of the victory of good over evil, light over darkness and knowledge over
happy Diwali ignhorance, said Florida celebrated Governor Ron Decants in his Deepavali greetings.
Wishing you love and light, from my home to American Congresswoman Pamela a new chapter
after a critical election, | can think of no better time to call in the spirit of this Festival of Lights. Let
it remind us that celebrated dharma-goodness, duty, righteousness-must always prevail, Jamaal
said. As lighting a lamp we call in the spirit of this Festival of Lights, let us continue to oppose the
forces of hate, racism, and xenophobia that seek to divide us while also calling celebrated out
injustice wherever we see it, she said in another tweet. And that why as Diwali is happy Diwali
celebrated via video calls and while socially distanced this year, we look forward to celebrating
Diwali at the White House next year in person, together with you, and in a nation celebrated
healed and united,. Happy Diwali was written on the photo celebrated greeted happy Diwali to all
those world. Earlier, Secretary of the State Mike lighting a lamp on Deepavali. Happy Diwali a
joyous Festival of Lights! Tweeted Mr nation tour to Europe and West Asia. Happy Diwali! We wish
everyone health as you celebrate Festival of Lights. Even if celebrated physically apart from family
and friends, may the spirit of the season bring joy and light, said South and Central Asia Bureau of
lighting a lamp the State Department? Sending warm wishes to everyone other festivities. On
behalf of the State Department, we wish you a happy Diwali! said Deputy Spokesman of the State
Department Caleb Brown. The overarching theme of Diwali is a lighting a celebration of the victory
of good over evil, light over darkness and knowledge over happy Diwali ignorance, said Florida
celebrated Governor Ron Decants in his Deepavali greetings. Wishing you love and light, from my
home to American Congresswoman Pamela a new chapter after a critical election.
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With a series of by the Army that and heavy artillery fire by the Indian Army, the Lock is once again
on the boil. In the firing from across three sectors, and official media said one soldier and five were
killed by Indian shelling. The accused a way of for into India before the winter snow closes the
passes and routes, and on the firing along the length of the Loco using heavy caliber weapons, and
on Indian civilians by the Army. The has RKC been further raised by political words from the
highest level. Prime as he stood atop a tank during a visit to the post, to Pakistan, and criticized
China mindset, albeit without naming either neighbor. Hours later, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan tweeted that there should be no doubt of Pakistan ability and to defend its borders. Pakistan
assault at the Lock was followed by India on terror. In a new diplomatic tactic, its Foreign Minister
Shah at a press conference along with said primarily targeted. India termed the press a futile anti
India and said the charges were fabricated. The present situation at the be normalized and must
be taken seriously. Army officials now say 2020 has seen the highest levels of firing since the 2003
India-Pakistan with a record number of by Pakistan since January. Are to provoke India ahead of its
well as to rake up trouble before the Financial Action Task Force review in February. By naming the
Pakistan also appears to want to further strain relations that have undergone what Foreign
Secretary Harsh Shingle called their aggression at the in Latah and the stand-off. Studied with the
escalation by Pakistan at this time, it should be evident that India threat matrix includes the very
real possibility of a two-front situation where. With a series of by the Army that and heavy artillery
fire by the Indian Army, the Lock is once again on the boil. In the firing from across three sectors,
and official media said one soldier and five were killed by Indian shelling. The accused a way of for
into India before the winter snow closes the passes and routes, and on the firing along the length
of the Loco using heavy caliber weapons, and on Indian civilians by the Army. The has RKC been
further raised by political words from the highest level. Prime as he stood atop a tank during a visit
to the post, to Pakistan, and criticized China mindset, albeit without naming either neighbor. Hours
later, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan tweeted that there should be no doubt of Pakistan
ability and to defend its borders. Pakistan assault at the Lock was followed by India on terror. In a
new diplomatic tactic, its Foreign Minister Shah at a press conference along with said primarily
targeted. India termed the press a futile anti India and said the charges were fabricated. The
present situation at the be normalized and must be taken seriously. Army officials now say.
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The Army will be at the and the, along with a spike in terrorist activity in Jammu and Kashmir
election in that a of its nearly 38 million voters continue to think that Dew Aunt San Sue Kyiv is a
bulwark against the military, which ruled the nation with an iron fist for about half a century.
While full results are yet to be the has stated that her party has won at least of the 476 elected
seats in well past the 322 mark needed to stay in power. The military linked main opposition Union
Solidarity and Development Party has won 25 seats so far. When after winning Myanmar first truly
contested Selection in were high the transition into full democracy. Who is barred from becoming
the President by the took the levers of power as the State Counselor in 2015. But during this time,
instead of confronting the or pushing to end the military outsized influence, Her country do not
understand the complexities of Myanmar power dynamics. Even though the military allowed free
elections, it made sure that its. A bloc of seats in for soldiers, which would prevent any
amendment to the Constitution. And the military would control three key, including the Defence
Ministry. More importantly, the military continued its campaigns against the country ethnic
minority rebel groups despite her promise to reach out to them. All these suggest that the power
struggle between the popular civilian leadership and the military establishment is an ongoing
reality despite the elections. While avoided confronting the Generals, she a force between the
military and the people. In a country where the memories of the military dictatorship are still
fresh, it is that, who built her moral and political capital in the long fight against the junta, the
most popular leader. The Army will be at the and the, along with a spike in terrorist activity in
Jammu and Kashmir election in that a of its nearly 38 million voters continue to think that Dew
Aunt San Sue Kyiv is a bulwark against the military, which ruled the nation with an iron fist for
about half a century. While full results are yet to be the has stated that her party has won at least
of the 476 elected seats in well past the 322 mark needed to stay in power. The military linked
main opposition Union Solidarity and Development Party has won 25 seats so far. When after
winning Myanmar first truly contested Selection in were high the transition into full democracy.
Who is barred from becoming the President by the took the levers of power as the State Counselor
in 2015. But during this time, instead of confronting the or pushing to end the military outsized
influence, Her country do not understand the complexities of Myanmar power dynamics. Even
though the military allowed free elections, it made sure that its. A bloc of seats in for soldiers,
which would prevent any amendment to the Constitution. And the military would.
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The was signed into existence on Sunday by 15 countries Japan, South Korea, Australia, New
Zealand and the, creating one of the world largest trading blocs. Noticeable by its absence was
India, which after seven years of last to exit the India had justified its decision as its from trade
deficits with a majority of the 15 and had cited the to accede to its requests on as a deal breaker.
Those reasons were on the face of it at the time and were welcomed by industry, trade and down
the road, appears far more in terms of its. With global trade and the on the shoals of the,
especially as new infections in Europe and the U.S. prompt fresh restrictions there, the pre
eminence of the east Asian and Pacific countries serving as a bulwark in containing the pandemic
and re-energizing economic activity can hardly be understated. Add to this the heightened tariff
uncertainty generated by the deadlocked Bruit negotiations between Britain and the and it
becomes evident that India may have missed a vital opportunity. Given that the account for about
the global and a third of the world population, the signatory states were emphatic that the timing
of the accord presents a to support their and job creation even as it helps strengthen regional
supply chains. are several relatively far and the which not only continue to have their share of
disputes with Beijing but also suffer significant trade imbalances with Asia largest economy. That
these and other larger nations in the grouping have chosen to bury their with China in order to
priorities what they see as a that would benefit their the longer term is the politics. Also, the
summary of the final that the pact does cover and attempt to address issues to trade. The was
signed into existence on Sunday by 15 countries Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand and
the, creating one of the world largest trading blocs. Noticeable by its absence was India, which
after seven years of last to exit the India had justified its decision as its from trade deficits with a
majority of the 15 and had cited the to accede to its requests on as a deal breaker. Those reasons
were on the face of it at the time and were welcomed by industry, trade and down the road,
appears far more in terms of its. With global trade and the on the shoals of the, especially as new
infections in Europe and the U.S. prompt fresh restrictions there, the pre eminence of the east
Asian and Pacific countries serving as a bulwark in containing the pandemic and re-energizing
economic activity can hardly be understated. Add to this the heightened tariff uncertainty
generated by the deadlocked Bruit negotiations between Britain and the and it becomes evident
that India may have missed a vital opportunity. Given that the account for about the global and a
third of the world population, the signatory states were emphatic that the timing.
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The devastating and far-reaching consequences of corruption are well known and affect every
country in the world. Corruption fosters poverty and inequality and is an obstacle to the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Yet, twenty years after countries
came together to adopt the United Nations Convention against Corruption, the only truly global
legally binding anti-corruption treaty, corruption continues to make headlines, anti-corruption
activists face threats, whistle-blowers are persecuted, and corrupt actors too often enjoy impunity
from prosecution and hide their stolen assets in safe havens. Since the inception of the G20 Anti-
Corruption Working Group (ACWG) 2010, the group has been a platform for the world leading
economies to set standards and exchange good practices in fighting corruption and promoting
integrity. Under the Indian G20 Presidency in 2023, the ACWG adopted high-level principles on
three key topics, namely on asset recovery; law enforcement cooperation and information sharing;
and on promoting integrity and effectiveness of anti-corruption bodies. These topics are of high
relevance and importance for the global fight against corruption, as well as for India own anti-
corruption agenda. The adoption of these deliverables is timely, as in particular international
cooperation and asset recovery are two areas where more progress is needed. The challenges
countries encounter in international cooperation illustrate how no matter how well a country is
equipped domestically, it is largely impossible to make a dent against corruption alone and we
must work together to effectively combat it. Law enforcement cooperation and information
sharing are essential tools for detecting, investigating, prosecuting, and sanctioning corruption
offences, especially those involving complex cross-border schemes and networks. Through the
High-Level Principles on Strengthening Law Enforcement related to International Cooperation and
Information Sharing for Combatting Corruption, the G20 ACWG identifies the main challenges and
opportunities in this field, and proposes concrete actions and recommendations to overcome
them, such as by working more closely together through formal and informal communication to
exchange information vital for investigating, prosecuting and sanctioning acts of corruption; or by
improving our collective understanding of emerging technologies and mitigating measures to
prevent their misuse. The principles also promote the use of networks for information sharing,
such as UNODC Global Operational Network of Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement Authorities,
which connects 163 anti-corruption authorities from 92 countries. Asset recovery is the process of
returning stolen or illicitly acquired assets to their rightful owners, often the countries and people
who have been deprived of their resources by corrupt officials. Asset recovery is not only a matter
of justice and accountability, but also a means to deter future corruption, restore public trust, and
support sustainable development. The ACWG adopted High-Level Principles on Strengthening
Asset Recovery Mechanisms for combatting Corruption, which provide guidance for G20 countries
and other stakeholders on how to enhance their legal frameworks, institutional capacities, and
international cooperation in this area. The principles and best practices also address some of the
challenges and barriers that hinder effective asset recovery, such as differences in legal systems, a
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lack of capacity, or a lack of coordination among relevant actors. By setting a focus on how to
effectively use open-source information and resources, such as property records, companies.
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Registers or beneficial ownership information, the principles make concrete suggestions on how to
more effectively detect stolen assets. UNODC also welcomes the focus of the Indian G20
Presidency on the gender dimensions in anti-corruption strategies and the goal to ensure women
full, equal and meaningful participation and leadership in preventing and combatting corruption.
The Women20 engagement group will without doubt continue to push forward on its aim of
ensuring that gender considerations are mainstreamed into G20 discussions and translated into
the G20 Leaders Declaration as policies and commitments that foster gender equality and women
economic empowerment. As emphasized by G20 Ministers responsible for anti-corruption
gathered in Kolkata in August, it is now time to implement the commitments countries agreed on.
G20 countries can work with each other and with the global community in improving the efficiency
of international cooperation and asset recovery processes, including by closely cooperating with
and delivering technical assistance to countries that face challenges in recovering stolen assets
that are direly needed for sustainable development. This December, States will assemble in Atlanta
at the tenth session of the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations Convention
against Corruption, exactly twenty years after countries came together to adopt the United
Nations Convention against Corruption, the only truly global legally binding anti-corruption treaty.
This will be an opportunity to take stock of the progress we have made in ensuring that corrupt
actors do not enjoy impunity from prosecution and cannot hide their stolen assets in safe havens
people that is aspiring to become the world third largest economy in the next three years, a
master of its own destiny with a larger role in international affairs and a military power that the
world will be forced to take note of. The problem does not end there. Do leaders like Rahul
Gandhi, Akhilesh Yadav, Tejasvi Yadav, Mehbooba Mufti, Udhav Thakrey, Arvind Kejriwal and
Mamta Banerjee even have the acumen to develop a national vision? Mere promises of freebies,
generation of government jobs, appeasement of minorities and keeping the 80% majority
population muted is unlikely to meet the aspirations of a resurgent India. The acronym INDIA is
pronounced as INDIA and that is where the similarity ends. Any claims that INDIA represents INDIA
can only be termed sacrilegious. Since 2014, these 26 parties have failed to perform the role of a
responsible opposition in the interest of the nation and democracy. Their coming together for
2024 is more for their own survival and pursuance of selfish interests. If INDIA was indeed their
priority, then these parties would not have been at the nadir that they find themselves in today. In
the end INDIA will just be another acronym looking for the nearest dustbin post the 2024
elections. Organization has banned Myanmar military leaders from attending high level meetings;
countries like Indonesia and Thailand have expressed differing views. Indonesia is in favour of
engaging with all sides to push for an peace plan. Thailand has been trying to engage with
Myanmar military leaders. For its part India has called for restoration of democracy in Myanmar
but has avoided direct criticism of Myanmar military. While each side has its own strategic
interests in case of Myanmar, it is important for India and to work around these differences and
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focus on addressing the challenges posed by China. India trajectory of relations with has followed
that of India relations with the Quad. Initially India was hesitant to cooperate with Australia as it.
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Acknowledging India economic heft and value as a members have not only left the of Bihar on
shaky footing but retaining considerable influence among his core support base for now, a new
churn that is set to reframe politics in Bihar. The near-death experience of the NDA in the recent
election might temper the BJP ambitions momentarily, but its plan to claim the pole position in
Bihar will inevitably lead to tensions with its partner. By appointing two Deputy Chief Ministers,
and displacing former DCM Sushi Mode who was seen as the ball rolling for a more expansive role.
The BJP has also kept a lion share of ministerial berths and significant. Both got a berth each. To his
party showing is meaningful. While the changed reality of numbers is visible, the realignment
unmapped. One discernible element of is to chart its Srequire new terms of engagement between
him and the BJP. Friction is inherent, but both parties can and should develop a proactive working
relationship that optimally pulls in the force of both the Centre and the State to plan and execute a
rigorous development agenda for Bihar. Repeated electoral defeats must parties to relook Sat
their mobilization and organizational strategies. Their role in the opposition should have this larger
vision. For the RJD, it is about redesigning its grassroots work to embrace a wider social
constituency; for the Congress, the sole focus must be on building an organizational network that
takes into account the State peculiar social dynamics. Acknowledging India economic heft and
value as a members have not only left the of Bihar on shaky footing but retaining considerable
influence among his core support base for now, a new churn that is set to reframe politics in Bihar.
The near-death experience of the NDA in the recent election might temper the BJP ambitions
momentarily, but its plan to claim the pole position in Bihar will inevitably lead to tensions with its
partner. By appointing two Deputy Chief Ministers, and displacing former DCM Sushi Mode who
was seen as the ball rolling for a more expansive role. The BJP has also kept a lion share of
ministerial berths and significant. Both got a berth each. To his party showing is meaningful. While
the changed reality of numbers is visible, the realignment unmapped. One discernible element of
is to chart its Srequire new terms of engagement between him and the BJP. Friction is inherent,
but both parties can and should develop a proactive working relationship that optimally pulls in
the force of both the Centre and the State to plan and execute a rigorous development agenda for
Bihar. Repeated electoral defeats must parties to relook Sat their mobilization and organizational
strategies. Their role in the opposition should have this larger vision. For the RID, it is about
redesigning its grassroots work to embrace a wider social constituency; for the Congress, the sole
focus must be on building an organizational network that takes into account the State peculiar
social dynamics.
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It is in no ones the in this area missile to Tray interest to kill the goose that lays the golden eggs.
The merger of mobile would be a welcome India Pak Border of in World for industry was in India
was to acquire Indian Wireless start of services by the in India industry was perhaps inevitable.
What is interesting though is that the current wave of mergers and acquisitions, which started with
several more of deals struck or of several much of struck ongoing merger having been made. That
the start of services from the latest entrant, Reliance Jio, has been oterminous with this latest
round of is not a simple. Given what some of its have referred to as Jio to pricing, the industry has
found itself buffeted on the one hand by a sharp had four in earnings, and on the other by the high
cost of servicing the debt that had helped bid for and acquire the much needed wireless at the
auction of airwaves. It is this bind that the industry finds itself in that Sunil Mittal, Bharti Airtel Geo
Tagging in panchayat for GPs Mapping in Bihar founder and chairman, alluded to at the Mobile
World Congress in this week when he said that the return on capital deployed had dipped to low
single digit levels, making in the, he is reported making in the busy life to have quipped, would be
better off putting their money in a bank. The evolving matrix of threat in, ranging from with huge
in military arsenal, to those collusively supported by non state actors, apart from sub threats
emanating from terrorism and cyber space. Disruptive technologies and attention to the sub
conventional domain, he stated. At the parade, the air chief citations to IAF personnel and units. It
is in no ones the in this area missile to Tray interest to kill the goose that lays the golden eggs. The
merger of mobile would be a welcome India Pak Border of in World for industry was in India was
to acquire Indian Wireless start of services by the in India industry was perhaps inevitable. What is
interesting though is that the current wave of mergers and acquisitions, which started with several
more of deals struck or of several much of struck ongoing merger having been made. That the start
of services from the latest entrant, Reliance Jio, has been oterminous with this latest round of is
not a simple. Given what some of its have referred to as Jio to pricing, the industry has found itself
buffeted on the one hand by a sharp had four in earnings, and on the other by the high cost of
servicing the debt that had helped bid for and acquire the much needed wireless at the auction of
airwaves. It is this bind that the industry finds itself in that Sunil Mittal, Bharti Airtel Geo Tagging in
panchayat for GPs Mapping in Bihar founder and chairman, alluded to at the.
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And the will to the adversary should the need arise, said Air Chief Marshal Bhadauria on Thursday.
| would like to commend all our air warriors for the quick response in the recent standoff on our
northern frontiers when we deployed our combat assets at short notice to handle any and
provided proactive support to all the of and for the Indian Army, he said, an Air Force Day parade
at Hindon air base. This is a far cry from the a little more than five years ago when as many as And
while the market had to almost 1.13 billion as of December 2016, the number of non-state mobile
had shrunk to 10, of With seven of the nine had shrunk to 10 inclusive of Reliance Geo with sex of
the either in the process of being or merged, or in talks to a deal, the industry is now finally poised
to coalesce into four large deal the industry is now final party private sector entities, a both from
the industry and. Still, size alone may not the good health, given the ongoing fierce battle for
market share.That the of the situation has not been lost on the is best by the fact that it has is best
understand by the act that it asked the of India to ensure orderly growth in the sector. After all, a
and price war, while certainly factor. After all a burning and price of war level good for the, is
bound to extract a heavy price on the service the consumers are bounce to exact a happy price of
the service the deep pockets that the merged entities finaaly standing the dope packet this the
marging may command. That in turn risks further eroding the revenue the Centre earns from fees
and. And the will to the adversary should the need arise, said Air Chief Marshal Bhadauria on
Thursday. | would like to commend all our air warriors for the quick response in the recent
standoff on our northern frontiers when we deployed our combat assets at short notice to handle
any and provided proactive support to all the of and for the Indian Army, he said, an Air Force Day
parade at Hindon air base. This is a far cry from the a little more than five years ago when as many
as And while the market had to almost 1.13 billion as of December 2016, the number of non-state
mobile had shrunk to 10, of With seven of the to taken nine had shrunk to 10 inclusive of Reliance
Geo with sex of the either in the process of being or merged, or in talks to a deal, the industry is
now finally poised to coalesce into four large deal the industry is now final party private sector
entities, a both from the industry and. Still, size alone may not the good health, given the ongoing
fierce battle for market share.That the of the situation has not been lost on.
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On Monday, to spur consumer demand and capital expenditure include an weak to the allowances
of government employees. Her reckoning is that these would lend demand spurt to prop up the
ailing economy in the second half of this year. This could rise beyond if private sector employers
offered similar incentives. With in a row in August, the clamour for new stimulus measures had
been growing ahead for capital spending over the next six months. While States have been allowed
to use these loans to pay off existing contractors dues, the amounts on offer are unlikely to have
an impact core has been set aside for States that manage to complete three of four reforms
mandated in the earlier in order to get additional borrowing States may qualify for this. Too many
conditions also pervade the consumption push. of government staff who have not availed them
yet due to restricted travel during the pandemic to spending on non travel items is an innovative
nudge. But requiring them to spend three times their return ticket fares attracting at least vendors
may be too prescriptive and overlooks the reluctance towards discretionary spending due to low
visibility on the economy prospects. Eligible employees may find the scheme complex and too
expensive to avail. One hopes the government has more in its quiver to expedite recovery. Waiting
too long for the pandemic to ease before loosening the purse strings further could extend the
pain. The focus should not just be on conjuring a trickle down stimulus from those with their jobs
and savings intact but also on relief measures for those without. Even the IMF has been urging
countries to spend now to diminish the damage. Avoiding spending now to maintain fiscal
discipline and prevent a rating downgrade seems sensible. On Monday, to spur consumer demand
and capital expenditure include an weak to the allowances of government employees. Her
reckoning is that these would lend demand spurt to prop up the ailing economy in the second half
of this year. This could rise beyond if private sector employers offered similar incentives. With in a
row in August, the clamour for new stimulus measures had been growing ahead for capital
spending over the next six months. While States have been allowed to use these loans to pay off
existing contractors dues, the amounts on offer are unlikely to have an impact core has been set
aside for States that manage to complete three of four reforms mandated in the earlier in order to
get additional borrowing States may qualify for this. Too many conditions also pervade the
consumption push. of government staff who have not availed them yet due to restricted travel
during the pandemic to spending on non travel items is an innovative nudge. But requiring them to
spend three times their return ticket fares attracting at least vendors may be too prescriptive and
overlooks the reluctance towards discretionary spending due to low visibility on the economy
prospects. Eligible employees may find the scheme.
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Happy indeed is the persona€™s whoa€™s has inculcated the habit of reading. Such a person is
never lonely or sad, for he always has books as his faithful companions to give him solace when he
has been deserted by everyone else. The person who reads has secured for himself a lifelong
source of pleasure, strength and inspiration. Whenever he is bored or depressed, he can pick up a
book and lose himself in the vast world contained therein. Books contain a wealth of knowledge
and information. There is no aspect of life which is not covered by books. Over the ages, great
writers, thinkers and experts have written down their thoughts and ideas and preserved for
posterity, through the printed word, noble precepts which we would do well to emulate. Books are
like coffers filled, not with gold or silver, but with high ideals, and the wisdom of our forefathers. If
we learn to love books, we need no other riches. However, we must read the right kind of books.
Just as we need nourishing food for the body, similarly we need to read good books to enrich our
minds. There would be a balance between light reading and serious reading. While light reading
like fiction relaxes the mind, serious reading provides it food for thought. Friends may leave us,
loved ones may go away, but books are always there to stay. In sickness and in health, in joy and in
sorrow, they support us and offer a never-failing means of delight for our souls. Reading is of
different kind. It may be light or serious. It may be adventurous or spiritual. Every reading has its
distinct pleasure. Some people like to read newspapers, periodicals, journals etc. They are
storehouse of general information about current events and it has been. Happy indeed is the
persona€™s whoa€™s has inculcated the habit of reading. Such a person is never lonely or sad, for
he always has books as his faithful companions to give him solace when he has been deserted by
everyone else. The person who reads has secured for himself a lifelong source of pleasure,
strength and inspiration. Whenever he is bored or depressed, he can pick up a book and lose
himself in the vast world contained therein. Books contain a wealth of knowledge and information.
There is no aspect of life which is not covered by books. Over the ages, great writers, thinkers and
experts have written down their thoughts and ideas and preserved for posterity, through the
printed word, noble precepts which we would do to emulate. Books are like coffers filled, not with
gold or silver, but with high ideals, and the wisdom of our forefathers. If we learn to love books,
we need no other riches. However, we must read the right kind of books. Just as we need
nourishing food for the body, similarly we need to read good books to enrich our minds. There
would be a balance between light reading and serious reading.
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Backed by press ahead with its offensive. The conflict over is decades old. The region, largely
populated by ethnic is located within the of. Under the Soviet Union, it was an that was part of
the. In when the Soviet power was receding, the regional assembly in voted to ethnic clashes.
After the Soviet in 1991, and went to war over this, forested enclave. By the time a rule and
extended their influence to the border. Ever since, the border has remained tense. What makes
the clashes now far more dangerous is the external intervention. Turkey has called Armenia a
threat to peace in the region; the Azeris and Turks share ethnic and linguistic bonds. Also, the pre
Soviet Azerbaijan was a local ally of the Ottomans when they invaded Transcaucasia in the last leg
of, which, under President Recep Tayyip is trying to expand its geopolitical reach to the former
Ottoman regions, the conflict over is an opportunity to enter the South Caucasus. Turkey also has a
particularly bad relationship with Armenia. But its problem is that Armenia is a member of the
Russia led Collective Security Treaty of the treaty and asks for Russian help. And if that would pit
Russia against Turkey, member. Russia, already involved in military conflicts in Syria, Ukraine and
Libya, may not like opening another front. That is why it its neutrality and hosted talks in Moscow
for a truce. But it will be forced to take sides if the conflict spills into Armenia. Both sides should
understand the volatile situation and call off the hostilities. Nagorno Karabakh has in the past
witnessed large scale ethnic violence. To the norms Instead of risking a regional war, Azerbaijan,
Armenia and the Karabachos rebels should go back to the ceasefire and open up diplomatic
channels. Backed by press ahead with its offensive. The conflict over is decades old. The region,
largely populated by ethnic is located within the of. Under the Soviet Union, it was an that was
part of the. In when the Soviet power was receding, the regional assembly in voted to ethnic
clashes. After the Soviet in 1991, and went to war over this, forested enclave. By the time a rule
and extended their influence to the border. Ever since, the border has remained tense. What
makes the clashes now far more dangerous is the external intervention. Turkey has called Armenia
a threat to peace in the region; the Azeris and Turks share ethnic and linguistic bonds. Also, the pre
Soviet Azerbaijan was a local ally of the Ottomans when they invaded Transcaucasia in the last leg
of, which, under President Recep Tayyip is trying to expand its geopolitical reach to the former
Ottoman regions, the conflict over is an opportunity to enter the South Caucasus. Turkey also has a
particularly bad relationship with Armenia. But its problem is that Armenia is a member of the
Russia led Collective Security Treaty of the treaty and asks for Russian help. And if that.
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The ceasefire in 1994 did not resolve the conflict. And unlike 1994, when was the only big power,
now, the South is open for contest between Russia and report merits serious it has a variation in
the wheel gauges of two coaches, and found carriages being run beyond their useful life. This is
not a rare instance where inquiries have found the Railways. In fact, the annual report of the
Lucknow for cites failure of railway derelict staff, and rail fractures and, on some occasions, non-
railway factors to be for fatal accidents. The collision of the Hubble City Hamper Express with a
goods train that left 25 people dead, for instance, was caused by failure of staff. The on railway
safety found that out of 441 derailments it analysed, only about 15% were the result of, while the
were caused by under the control of the India Railways serves the vital function of travel access to
millions, and, as Mahatma Gandhi wrote in his article Third Class in Indian Railways has the of and.
It must also be safe. The Railway Ministry is a major safety initiative, the Ashtray Rail Kosh, with a
non-lapsable corpus of crore. Not only should such a fund be given the past of funds to rail track
renewal, it should be governed by a with public. The says the Fund should rely mainly on but there
is a strong case for higher gross to raise safety in a run that has a ageing and unsafe carriages with
modern Linke Hofmann Busch coaches is a five-year-old panel, but supply has not kept pace with
to leap as growth both needs and. Raising the of the Indian needs a clear vision for both service
and with zero for. Along with such as flaw to keep tracks safe. The ceasefire in 1994 did not resolve
the conflict. And unlike 1994, when was the only big power, now, the South is open for contest
between Russia and report merits serious it has a variation in the wheel gauges of two coaches,
and found carriages being run beyond their useful life. This is not a rare instance where inquiries
have found the Railways. In fact, the annual report of the Lucknow for cites failure of railway
derelict staff, and rail fractures and, on some occasions, non-railway factors to be for fatal
accidents. The collision of the Hubble City Hamper Express with a goods train that left 25 people
dead, for instance, was caused by failure of staff. The on railway safety found that out of 441
derailments it analysed, only about 15% were the result of, while the were caused by under the
control of the India Railways serves the vital function of travel access to millions, and, as Mahatma
Gandhi wrote in his article Third Class in Indian Railways has the of and. It must also be safe. The
Railway Ministry is a major safety initiative, the Ashtray Rail Kosh, with a non-lapsable corpus of
crore not only should.
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Indian Calendar is filled with festivals. The first half is relatively sparse though we have a steady
stream of celebrations for Sankranti (various regional versions), Holi, Baisakhi, Regional New Years,
Buddha Purnima and others. After a lull in Monsoon and with the advent of the Holy Indian month
of Shravan coinciding normally with the August month, we start celebrating festivals one followed
by another. The celebrations go all the way till the 31st of December making the second half of the
year very busy. As we start festivities in and around August, we also celebrate our Festival of
Freedom on the 15th of August. 15th of Aug invokes different memories for various generations.
Those who were born before Independence and are still with us to celebrate the 75th
Independence Day must have been in their childhood or early youth in 1947. | can imagine the
excitement they must felt as a child and a sense of achievement as reflected by their parents and
seniors or the earlier generations who really fought for independence. Earlier Generations must
have felt that all their troubles would have evaporated with the end of the British Raj. But the
generation which is now witnessing the 75th Independence Day and also was present during the
tryst with destiny in 1947 must have felt all their hopes and aspirations ended as a new set of
indigenous colonists took over from the British. This generation and those born within the first 20
years of Independence have spent most of their active life struggling for opportunities for growth,
struggling with scarcities of the basic necessities of life. Our generation that was born in the first
half of the decade of the 70s has a completely different set of experiences about 15th Aug. 15th
August meant rising early for school, buying flags, balloons, and other trinkets associated with
Nationhood, Listening to the patriotic songs blared on loudspeakers at every square, attending flag
hoisting ceremony at the school and spending rest of the day watching patriotic movies or just
playing with friends. In our house, we used to make sweets to celebrate. Our textbook imbibed the
greatness of a few leaders during the freedom struggle. Our generation had no idea about the
various contributions and sacrifices of many other people during the freedom struggle. We had
history books delving into details about the freedom struggle while all the previous history was
taught perfunctorily. The exams, years, and data that we needed rote deglamorized History as a
topic. Thus any deviation was very popular, for example, Standard IV history in Maharashtra which
was focused on Shiva was very popular. But somehow the stress on freedom struggle in the history
textbooks sometimes made people like me wonder about the experience of living in that period.
The entire nation united for one cause: Freedom (just like how we unite only during the Cricket
world cup ironically). I still remember the answer given by the contestant of Miss Universe: Mahdi
Spare from India for a.
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Question asking what one wish she wanted to make to the almighty. She said she wished she was
born during the freedom struggle and contribute. Many people still are not happy with the answer
and feel that was the reason she did not win the contest and was relegated to the first runner-up
position. But on the face of it, | agree with the excitement and experience that she must have
imagined. As we grew into the college, India changed its tryst with destiny by following the path of
liberalization and globalization. Indian youth in our generation took the path of a knowledge-
driven economy and global careers. The majority had access to resources and commodities. The
boom trickled down though not equally by any means, but it did bring about changes in both
urban India and Rural Bharat. Tier 2-3-4 Cities expected the same quality of life as in Metros.
Villages transformed a bit. Though the last man in the pyramid especially in the rural agrarian
economy dependent on Monsoons and urban poor living in sub-human conditions still faced some
fight for survival. But for many families, globalization brought in aspirations to compete with the
best in the world. India was searching for its rightful place in the world order. The consumption
and available resources brought in hedonistic tendencies. 15th August festival turned into a day of
Picnic for our generation who did not have botherations of school /college attendance (though it
was added as we turned into parents). Marketers were using this opportunity to sell anything
under the sun: Movies, Food, Travel, Shopping, and so on. Remember the Big Bazaar sales. As
aspiring India, especially the Millennial and Glens took over, they had no baggage from the past be
it independence movement or license raj scarcities, they pushed the envelope further and got a
regime change which promised them assertion and freedom from corruption, policy paralysis, and
terrorism (especially endless trauma after 9/11 through blasts, terror attacks). Though the regime
still flounders on the economic front though one must admit the bitter pill of GST or Covid-induced
recession, aspirational India has found more voice and meaning of 15th Aug. Celebration is more
about assertion and expression of original ideas. | am not sure if we are united and inclusive in this
celebration. There is still one segment that feels alienated on religious grounds. But it the time for
all to mend fences and unite as we do during a patriotic movie or Cricket match. The assertion that
Amanda Muslims, the most deprived sections of Muslim society, want honor (sampan) not
affection (sent) shows that BJP enthusiastic attempt to attract Amanda Muslims into the Hindustan
framework is not a simple and uncomplicated question of political strategy. In a recent meeting
organized by All Indian Memo Conference in Mumbai, a few leading Amanda leaders, including
former MP Ali Anwar Ansari, made it clear that BJP should have to recognise the specific concerns
of Amanda Muslims for any meaningful discussion on their.
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Backwardness and marginalization. More evidence of BJP dominance of national politics comes
from Jag deep Shankar commanding victory in vice-presidential elections. Neutral regional parties
like BJD and YSRCP had more reason to vote for Shankar, despite BJP being a local competitor,
than for dispirited opposition parties. The national governing party always has an edge in
pocketing votes from parties not exactly aligned to it in President and VP elections. With no
particular political significance to these two posts, regional parties recognise that an opposing vote
is worth the trouble of antagonizing the Centre. But the monsoon session near-washout should set
BJP thinking. Governing parties will always encounter dissent in legislatures. Legislation, protest,
debate and scrutiny go hand-in-hand in parliamentary politics. The cross-party support to Shankar
should prompt him, as RS chairperson, as well as LS Speaker Om Birla to rethink the manner in
which both Houses are running presently. Summary suspensions of protesting MPs are clearly not
helping reduce disruptions. Parliament should not be aping state legislative assemblies where
MLAs are routinely suspended and roughly escorted out. A more even-handed approach by
presiding officers to give more space to matters like debates is necessary. Good debates on issues
like inflation, jobs, China, Agni path and public finances can help in policy formulation. Such
engagement would also help Parliament set an example to state assemblies, a majority of which sit
for less than 20 days a year. VP elections also pose searching questions to the opposition. With just
20 months left for the 2024 elections there is no semblance of the opposition unity needed to
challenge BJP. Magmata Banerjee ambition to emerge as opposition beachhead has taken a hit
with her inexplicable decision to abstain in the VP polls. Congress USP that it is the sole party with
a national footprint to challenge BJP may now regain traction. Yet its defeats in successive state
elections and Rahul Gandhi on-again off-again approach don enthuse other parties. Like Magmata
abstaining in the VP polls, Congress may have to prepare for a situation where more regional
parties, including current allies, think less and less of it as an alliance leader. If there no opposition
unity of even a superficial kind, at least in some states opposition parties will eat into each other
votes. That can only be good news for BJP. Yesterday NTA said the CUET exam will now go on till
August 28. For too many Class Xl students, this year feels like a never-ending nightmare of exam
dates. In CUET second phase, major technical glitches have been the main culprit. There have been
server issues, snags in downloading papers and security protocol failures, and late on Friday NTA
cancelled exams at around 10% of the centers. It attributed this to administrative logistics
technical reasons. But its own under-preparation is the main worry point. Unlike, say, JEE-Main
that has only two papers, CUET tests 54,000 unique subject combinations. Naturally, the latter
demands a more complex IT architecture and sturdier infra. The question now.
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Could upset China. However, over the years, India has shed its inhibition and developed close
relations with Australia. Similarly, India is shedding its reluctance with respect to Southeast Asia
and is showing strategic ambitions in the region. India must now focus on strengthening the
economic cooperation with as a complement to strategic cooperation. A limerick is a short,
humorous poem consisting of five lines with a distinctive rhyme scheme and rhythm. The typical
limerick follows an rhyme pattern, where the first, second, and fifth lines rhyme with each other
and have a consistent, upbeat meter, while the third and fourth lines often form a shorter,
different rhyme pair. Limericks are known for their playful and often absurd or comical subject
matter, making them a popular choice for light-hearted and witty poetry. These poems
traditionally employ a strong emphasis on wordplay and clever, often nonsensical, humor in their
content. As nonprofits in India continue to lose their FCRA licenses, the impact is being felt most by
their staff, the people they serve, and society at large. When 70 Indian start-ups laid off 17,000
employees including 2,500 people at Etch firm Byju in the first six months of 2023, much newsprint
and digital ink was devoted to analysing what it meant for the companies, their employees, the
start-up ecosystem and the economy. Compare this to the more than 100 non-profits that have
lost their FCRA in a seven-month period. Approximately 4,000 people at CARE, one of the larger
global nonprofits operating in India, were reportedly rendered unemployed versus the 2,500
people at Byju. And yet, there is no conversation on what this means for the economy nonprofits
contribute to 2 percent of the country GDP; on the viability of the nonprofits themselves; on the
debilitating impact on their staff, most of whom are employed in the smaller towns and villages;
and, above all, on the millions of vulnerable families that are now deprived of the critical services
these organisations provide them. The invisible sector According to a 2012 report by the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme Implementation MoSPI, civil society organisations CSOs account for 27
lakh jobs and 34 lakh full-time volunteers, generating employment figures higher than that of the
public sector. In a survey of 515 nonprofits conducted by CSO Coalition@75 and anchored by
Guide Star India, 47 per cent reported that they are the biggest source of formal employment in
more than half of the local geographies that they work in. Moreover, nonprofits are the
connectors between the state and the people. More than 50 per cent of the organisations work
locally, in rural areas and in aspirational districts. They work on education, health and nutrition,
livelihoods, water and sanitation, climate change, agriculture, women and child rights, disability,
and citizen engagement covering every aspect of a citizen life. They create local livelihoods,
develop skills, promote social mobility, and engage local businesses. Half of the nonprofits that
were surveyed work with government bodies schools, Panchayati, municipalities, anganwadis, and
primary health centers and self-help groups. Strengthening them, in fact, accelerates local area
development. Nonprofit jobs are not like those in the business and government sectors. As a
leader of a nonprofit said, a nonprofit worker role is to bring about social change; it not just a job.
When jobs are lost, so are the opportunities to improve the lives of the marginalised and
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vulnerable populations, he adds. The impact on communities is immediate and substantial
Different kinds of work have come to a halt due to the FCRA cancellations.
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Efforts around child protection, immunisation, prevention of neonatal deaths, provision of health
and nutrition facilities in schools and anganwadis, creating material for teacher training for early
childhood learning, engaging with parents on their children schooling, providing skilling and
livelihood opportunities for the young, enabling access to government entitlements all of these
have stopped in the regions where these nonprofits were operating. An estimated 4,000 to 8 lakh
people per organisation no longer have access to the services provided by these nonprofits whose
FCRA licenses have been cancelled. Beyond the cessation of services, the system of trust which the
frontline staff at the nonprofits have spent years developing with the community breaks down; the
belief in nonprofits as enablers is shaken. According to the CEO at a large nonprofit, It not about
just one organisation work coming to a standstill; people feel let down by us. Why would they
believe us the next time when we say that we will fulfill a certain commitment over a certain
period of time? he asks. This loss of trust is hard to reverse, he adds. The invisible workforce While
the communities are left at a loose end, the frontline workers the people who are employees of
these nonprofits and their families are severely impacted as well. Many of the frontline staff who
have lost their jobs are typically graduates or, in some cases, people with post graduate degrees.
They are anchored in their community, and most of them have chosen to stay in that village or
town. Their livelihood and strength is in and around the local ecosystem. According to the
nonprofit CEO, these individuals are the first-mile connectors and integrators there; they are
deeply rooted in and valuable to the community. This also means that these field staff need
nonprofits to keep them there, and we nonprofits need them for the work we do with
communities, he says. He adds that there are limited employment opportunities in the areas
where most of the rural community mobilisers live. If the fruits of development such as industry
and other livelihood opportunities had reached these areas, these individuals would have had
multiple employment options. What we vet seen over the years is that development work is one of
the last choices for most people they would prefer a government job or some private enterprise
because there is better compensation, continuity, and certainty of income. This FCRA cancellation
and sudden loss of jobs has reinforced the precocity of working for a nonprofit. No jobs in the
market Seem Muscat is a 35-year-old, Patna-based researcher who used to work with a nonprofit.
She has more than 15 years of experience in the fields of health, education, and nutrition. When
the nonprofit she worked with lost its FCRA license in March 2023, she lost her job, and with that
her sense of identity and financial independence. According to Seem, it not easy to find another
job. Everyone FCRA is at risk. The belief among all the other nonprofits is that they are next in line
to lose their FCRA licenses. The fear is so entrenched that they are hiring either. Seem says there
are probably some options with other large nonprofits in states such as Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand. But she needs to be in Patna because of her family; her husband, children, and in-laws
are there. | have two young kids, aged five and eight years. | can leave them behind to go work in
another town or city. When you have a job, you have an identity, a sense of self in society, you
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contributed to the repayment of their fairly large.
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Is whether centers that got delisted in the middle of the exam cycle setting up affected students
for fresh rounds of uncertainty should have been deemed fit in the first place. NTA should invest in
system upgrades at, say, the Kendra Vidalia network. This will also have wider positive multipliers.
There are plans to hold CUET twice from the next academic year. The spillover effects of its
glitches and delays on the entire higher education cycle will be even worse, unless an earnest audit
of what went wrong this time is done. Education ministry must ensure accountability at NTA. What
worse for students is that they get their admit cards really close to exam dates, often leaving them
scrambling to make difficult travel arrangements. The toll of this security precaution has proved
very high. So, alternatives must be found. Put students peace of mind first. Few events produce
collective unalloyed joy and elevate a country mood like a sporting triumph. There a pleasure in
watching a wrestler rewind the clock back and snatch victory when defeat looked a distinct
possibility. Or witnessing a quartet of hitherto unknown women grab a gold medal in a game few
had even heard of in India. These are moments to relish and cherish. You might have listened to
the national anthem a thousand times before. But it is always infinitely more inspiring when it is
played to an athlete triumph. The 2022 Commonwealth Games, which concludes today, gave
plenty of such joyful occasions to anyone who engaged with the multi-sport event. But the medal
recipients did just give us elation. Their stories also encapsulate a wealth of life lessons. Sometimes
forwarded messages on social media platforms inform and educate and they open up a whole new
perspective. One such message from a group of college friends talked of the Japanese philosophy
that is encapsulated in the term, Uketamo. Some reading up revealed the universal nature of deep
wisdom that is to be found in faiths across the world, present in most cultures and religions.
Uketamo is the core philosophy followed by the Yamabushi, mountain dwellers in Japan, who
practice Shugendo, that is, ascetic practices that enable the seeker to attain divine natural powers.
Shugendo is a heady mix of Shinto, Tao, Buddhist and folk practices that are inspired by nature.
Uketamo means, | humbly accept with an open heart. Tim Bunting, a New Zealander who became
a Yamabushi ascetic, sums it up as follows: You re about to lose your job? Uketamo. The forecast
suddenly changed to downpour and now you must cancel your outdoor event? Uketamo. Your
best friend gets married, and you feel your relationship with them will never be the same.
Uketamo. You had a very silly accident and now you vet fractured your left leg and are due to be in
a cast for the next month? Uketamo. earning to accept the things you cannot change. This
sentence was uttered by a monk more than a decade ago at the.
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Dayananda Sara Swati Ashram in Rishikesh and it has stayed with me ever since. | was seated
outside the meditation hall, looking out at the Ganga, and his words came wafting out, as he
continued with his Vedanta class. It is interesting that most world philosophies share a lot of
common precepts, even though the context may have been different. The essence is basically the
same. Bunting says that the Yamabushi understood that the sooner you can accept all the good
and bad things life throws at you, the lighter you will feel. The Yamabushi fathomed that we find
our freedom through acceptance, and out of acceptance, we find our path to growth. Freedom is
that which puts a stop to all suffering. This is what the Buddha spoke of, as did Vedic rishis. And
growth is what you experience as the opportunity to learn and expand from your struggles. The
Zen way is all about facing challenges and difficulties that life throws at you. It about how you deal
with the inevitable realities of failure, grief, worry and loneliness. Zen is in your response. Will you
accept the imperfect flow of life? Or will you fight it? Will you find peace in what is right here, right
now? Or will you deny it and thus continue your struggle with it? When you resist the flow and
fight it, you grow weaker, feel more pain and you suffer more. On the other hand, if you relax and
go with the flow, accepting the things you cannot change, you will find that you are able to stay
calm, strong and steady. That the essence of Uketamo. In a modern context, the erenity Prayer
composed by American theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, says much the same thing: Grant me the
serenity to accept the things | cannot change, Courage to change the things | can, And wisdom to
know the difference. Chairman of Dhanvarsha Group Mr. Anshuman Joshi and The City Co-
operative Bank, Mumbai have in a jointly issued press release on August 1, 2022 said that
Dhanvarsha Group will invest Rs 230 crore to revive the distressed bank. It is also stated in the
letter that an agreement has been signed by Mr. Joshi and former MP Shri. Anandrao Adsul and
Chief Executive Officer Mr. Arthur Rebelled of the Bank. The group has written a letter to the
Union Finance Minister and the Reserve Bank requesting that restrictions on the banks be lifted. It
is also said in this release that this is the first of its kind special plan for the revival of the bank in
the cooperative banking sector. According to the information given on the website of the bank
under the head Merger Proposal Ideal Vitamin and Food Products Ltd. has expressed interest in
reviving the bank, has completed due diligence and has promised to submit a revival proposal
soon. It is also stated that Dhanvarsha Group has sent a proposal to the Hon bled Union Finance
Minister and Governor.
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And other senior officials of RBI. It is mentioned that as a revival package aimed at transforming
the bank into a small finance bank, an amount of Rs. 200 cores would be invested in the share
capital of the bank by the group. RBI imposed restrictions on the business transactions of this bank
in April 2018, which have not been lifted till date. RBI approval? However we will have to wait for
the final revival plan that will be approved and announced by RBI. RBI will announce the plan only
after detailed scrutiny of the revival plan submitted by this group. In case this plan is approved, it
will be the first co-operative bank revival after statutory permission is given to co-operative banks
to issue bank shares by way of public issue or private placement. Punjab and Maharashtra Co-
operative Bank was merged with Unity Small Finance Bank while City Co-operative Bank will be
revived and will become a small finance bank as per the release. It will be a reincarnation of the
bank and will end the existence of City Co-operative Bank as a co-operative bank. Amendments to
the Banking Regulation Act The Central Government has amended the Banking Regulation Act,
1949 in 2020 to enable co-operative banks to issue shares or preference shares of the bank either
through public issue or private placement with the prior permission of RBI. Although the release
does not say that RBI has taken any decision as yet regarding the revival scheme of City Co-
operative Bank from the information given in the press release it can be said that this news is a
huge relief to the common and innocent depositors. While the statutory changes will definitely
help the distressed co-operative banks it cannot be ruled out that the private individuals or groups
having deep pockets will be able to take over co-operative banks under the garb of revival. Safety
of customer deposits? The most satisfactory aspect of this press release is that it states in no
uncertain terms that the depositors money will be safe and they will not have to take any haircut.
How the interests of the depositors will be protected, whether how and when they will get their
full deposits back if they wish, will of course be known only after the RBI approval. Co-operative
bank to Small finance Bank As per this plan, City Co-operative Bank will be reincarnated in a
separate category of Small Finance Bank and its classification and identity as a co-operative bank
will be erased. With the merger of Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative Bank into Unity Small
Finance Bank and now if this plan materializes it can inferred that RBI is moving forward slowly,
quietly and steadily with its agenda of converting co-operative banks into Small Finance Banks.
Change in law: a milestone Infusion of capital is and is the only key to the revival of any distressed
bank including a co-operative bank whose hopes for revival through recovery of bad loans with
interest and.
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Penalties are very dim. Of course the decision on quantum of capital and whether despite that
much capital infusion whether the bank will revive or not has to be taken after a careful study and
analysis of all the relevant factors. This is because the biggest cause of bank distress is bad loans
resulting in huge provisioning in the profit and loss account and hence a reduction of its capital
adequacy ratio. This hampers the ability of banks to continue their lending business. Interest
earned from loans is the main source of income for banks. In the long run loan disbursement and
the interest received therefrom is the mainstay of the business of banking although the fee and
treasury income may be more in some periods. And therefore the only way to prevent the
cooperative banks from getting into distress and getting them out of it if they are in it, is to make
necessary provisions in the law to provide sources of capital to the co-operative banks other than
their own shareholders and above all to allow them to sell new shares at a premium. The age-old
practice of offering shares of the old profit-making co-operative banks only at face value was
wrong from the financial perspective. Now it has to be said that either the leaders of the co-
operative banking sector did not make meaningful and vigorous efforts to stop this system or in
case they had made it they had to wait for a long time to get a response to their efforts from the
powers that be. This new development in the cooperative banking sector, if it sees the light of the
day will be a tp welcome one. The RBI and the government should be congratulated for making
necessary amendments to the Banking Regulation Act they. Penalties are very dim. Of course the
decision on quantum of capital and whether despite that much capital infusion whether the bank
will revive or not has to be taken after a careful study and analysis of all the relevant factors. This is
because the biggest cause of bank distress is bad loans resulting in huge provisioning in the profit
and loss account and hence a reduction of its capital adequacy ratio. This hampers the ability of
banks to continue their lending business. Interest earned from loans is the main source of income
for banks. In the long run loan disbursement and the interest received therefrom is the mainstay
of the business of banking although the fee and treasury income may be more in some periods.
And therefore the only way to prevent the cooperative banks from getting into distress and getting
them out of it if they are in it, is to make necessary provisions in the law to provide sources of
capital to the co-operative banks other than their own shareholders and above all to allow them to
sell new shares at a premium. The age-old practice of offering shares of the old profit-making co-
operative banks only.
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The Uttar and did not object to a him in jail, but him of using the garb of to create a caste divide in,
where a by four before a Bench led by Chief Justice of India Tsar Mehta submitted that was
arrested and by a court. His bail plea was heard for nine days. His bail was after nine days of
hearing they should the High Court. He is in in of a valid judicial order passed by a court. Mehta
submitted. He was to a for the of. The union has said Mr. Kappa is its while on his way to Haters us
in the last hearing that you did not know where he was and you were not allowed to saying he was
duly a court? Chief Justice Bobbed turned to ask senior Kepi Sisal what is said in the FIR is facie
false. We went to the jail they would tell us to go get an order. We want to him and get his
signature for a, we will enable that for you. The State had no objection to a lawyer meeting Mr.
Kappa in jail to sign a. The court recorded the made by the law officer. There was no and there is
no objection, Mr. Mehta. During the hearing, the Chief Justice said the court reporting of the apex
court proceedings held on November 16, the previous hearing. We are. An 82-page affidavit filed
by the senior superintendent of the Mathura District Jail, where Mr. Kappa is lodged, said he was
the office secretary of the Popular Front of India. The identity card he had shown was of a Kerala-
based newspaper, Teas, which was closed in 2018. It is revealed during the investigation that he,
along with other PFI activists and their student wing. The Uttar and did not object to a him in jail,
but him of using the garb of to create a caste divide in, where a by four before a Bench led by Chief
Justice of India Tsar Mehta submitted that was arrested and by a court. His bail plea was heard for
nine days. His bail was after nine days of hearing they should the High Court. He is in in of a valid
judicial order passed by a court. Mehta submitted. He was to a for the of. The union has said Mr.
Kappa is its while on his way to Haters us in the last hearing that you did not know where he was
and you were not allowed to saying he was duly a court? Chief Justice Bobbed turned to ask senior
Kepi Sisal what is said in the FIR is facie false. We went to the jail they would tell us to go get an
order. We want to him and get his signature for a, we will enable that for you. The State had no
objection to a lawyer meeting Mr. Kappa in jail to sign a. The court recorded the made by the.
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Campus Front of India to the garb of with a very to a caste divide and disturb law and order, the
affidavit said. It said they were found misled the by giving the wrong. No family member of the
accused has jail till date for meeting the accused, it stated. The court gave the time to study the
affidavit. It a hearing next week. A has been designed to detect patterns in brain signals that relate
to specific actions like walking and typing. These signals can be used to that help restore lost for
people with and mental disorders, the team of said in a study titled modeling relevant neural
dynamics enabled by. The team tested the on standard brain datasets during the of arm and eye.
The could predict the by simply looking at the in brain signals that the team stated. The can also
identify multiple actions by brain signals. For it can when the brain is typing a on a and if a person
is thirsty at that same time. Funded by the Army, the system could be used to and notify soldiers if
they are or before they. This was what one woman said she liked best about at the. Not the fact
that she earns more. Or that a bank for her the first time she ever had one or that she and. But a
plastic stool, which is not even worth 200 rupees, says a kit, as he then. | asked her why, and she
said, | am 53 years old, no one has ever offered me a seat before. For a Dalit in India, like being
offered a stool to sit on is not taken for granted. The caste system, a social order in India even to
this day, people into on their. Campus Front of India to the garb of with a very to a caste divide and
disturb law and order, the affidavit said. It said they were found misled the by giving the wrong. No
family member of the accused has jail till date for meeting the accused, it stated. The court gave
the time to study the affidavit. It a hearing next week. A has been designed to detect patterns in
brain signals that relate to specific actions like walking and typing. These signals can be used to
that help restore lost for people with and mental disorders, the team of said in a study titled
modeling relevant neural dynamics enabled by. The team tested the on standard brain datasets
during the of arm and eye. The could predict the by simply looking at the in brain signals that the
team stated. The can also identify multiple actions by brain signals. For it can when the brain is
typing a on a and if a person is thirsty at that same time. Funded by the Army, the system could be
used to and notify soldiers if they are or before they. This was what one woman said she liked.
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The task of is still under way in the in the and and former Vice Joe Biden. There have been no
major shocks on the solidly red and blue States, which have a history of voting for only one party
and are nearly to flip. Among the swing in Florida, Ohio and lowa and he is holding on to a lead, in
the critical States of and yet to be has his by racing to victory in New and while holding on to in and
that should give him a path to votes if he holds on to the leads. But with his leads being narrow, his
victory is not certain and Trump to perform well in the Rust Belt States as he did in 2016. Back
from the results, the big win for as such was that no major of or voter the final phases of polling.
Perhaps the of civil unrest was a to the spirit of a to move past hateful ethnic, racial and divisions
of its recent past. It was ironic, then, that a in the world was by who took a turn when he that he
had Biden, that he had won the Rust Belt States, which in reality are still of votes, likely the surge
in mail-in ballots. He went on to complain that the 2020 election was being stolen from him
through a major fraud, his vow to take the matter to the Court. There are three broad this turn of
events. First, it is unclear why Trump would attack the vote in the that he is in some of them
anyway the orders the sale and use of fire crackers will be punished as per the provisions of the to
taken in the normal rule of India base and other relevant laws. The task of is still under way in the
in the and and former Vice Joe Biden. There have been no major shocks on the solidly red and blue
States, which have a history of voting for only one party and are nearly to flip. Among the swing in
Florida, Ohio and lowa and he is holding on to a lead, in the critical States of and yet to be has his
by racing to victory in New and while holding on to in and that should give him a path to votes if he
holds on to the leads. But with his leads being narrow, his victory is not certain and Trump to
perform well in the Rust Belt States as he did in 2016. Back from the results, the big win for as such
was that no major of or voter the final phases of polling. Perhaps the of civil unrest was a to the
spirit of a to move past hateful ethnic, racial and divisions of its recent past. It was ironic, then,
that a in the world was by who took a turn when he that he had Biden, that he had won the Rust
Belt.
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There are using raw with workers no have a direct or data to that the bursting of crackers has an
effect on patients. |, therefore, request you to your to ban bursting the crackers sale and of in your
State during crackers this season, major cracker State, using raw with levels and low decibel, he
said, that the for about the total of bursting in the direct to four lakh workers people and to four.
Their on the of during the. The crackers ban on the have a direct bursting of crackers in your State
can using raw with have a direct bearing on the bursting of over 8 lakh workers in Tamil Nadu
crackers and an equal number of people in he said. He also recalled the Supreme Court October
that directed crackers all States workers bursting to of in public places for a of two hours on the
direct have a direct and in the of and to safeguard crackers traditional accounted celebrations.
Fixed crackers slots as per using raw with the bursting Supreme Court direction, people in the
State will be allowed to workers validate burst crackers and., said Minister have a direct accounted
crackers for Environment Karuppannan in bursting Bhavani on Thursday. Speaking to the media
after crackers distributing crop loans to farmers, he said using raw with the State had fixed two
workers one hour slots in using raw with the morning and have a direct accounted evening
validated for Bhavani bursting crackers on crackers Deepavali, using raw with and the same would
bursting be followed have a direct this crackers year. He asked people to ensure smoke free
Deepavali and said that any using raw with decision Bhavani workers using raw with on crackers
banning Chinese accounted validated have a direct bursting firecrackers would. There are using
raw with workers no have a direct or data to that the bursting of crackers has an effect on
patients. |, therefore, request you to your to ban bursting the crackers sale and of in your State
during crackers this season, major cracker State, using raw with levels and low decibel, he said,
that the for about the total of bursting in the direct to four lakh workers people and to four. Their
on the of during the. The crackers ban on the have a direct bursting of crackers in your State can
using raw with have a direct bearing on the bursting of over 8 lakh workers in Tamil Nadu crackers
and an equal number of people in he said. He also recalled the Supreme Court October that
directed crackers all States workers bursting to of in public places for a of two hours on the direct
have a direct and in the of and to safeguard crackers traditional accounted celebrations. Fixed
crackers slots as per using raw with the bursting Supreme Court direction, people in the State will
be allowed to workers validate burst crackers and., said Minister have a direct accounted crackers
taken for.
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It is conceivable that his arrest may be an of the he already has against him for allegedly making on
air. He is an of the Maharashtra continuing government. esides running down the police in
connection with the probe, he has been taunting the ever since his channels came under
investigation for In this backdrop, the continuing onus was on the State and the police to avoid the
impression of resorting to vendetta. As part of his nightly fulminations against assorted enemies of
the state, is known to demand the arrest continuing of anyone he denounces including many who
may be innocent and has been accused of hate-mongering in the name of journalism. However, he
should not be held to his own low standards. If pre-trial arrests are continuing not necessary, they
should be avoided, especially if they could be seen as politically motivated. While stopping terror,
authorities should build on values of pluralism and secularism. The on Monday continuing night
underscores the transnational threat European countries face from Islamist terrorists. The assault
follows the and a that took three the suspected gunman, Kujtim Fejzulai, before being shot dead
by the police. He had a previous terrorism conviction. In April last year, he continuing was to Syria
to join the Islamic State. because of his age. The immediate question the Austrian authorities face
in preventing the attack. How did a terrorism convict slip off the security radar and launch an
attack in the capital city at a time when Europe was on high alert following the terror assaults in
France? Austria will also have to plug the security loopholes as several continuing countries in the
continent, rased the threat levels. The larger address the issue of radicalisation among youth and
counter attempts to disrupt the social cohesion of the continent. It is conceivable that his arrest
may be an of the he already has against him for allegedly making on air. He is an of the
Maharashtra continuing government. esides running down the police in connection with the
probe, he has been taunting the ever since his channels came under investigation for In this
backdrop, the continuing onus was on the State and the police to avoid the impression of resorting
to vendetta. As part of his nightly fulminations against assorted enemies of the state, is known to
demand the arrest continuing of anyone he denounces including many who may be innocent and
has been accused of hate-mongering in the name of journalism. However, he should not be held to
his own low standards. If pre-trial arrests are continuing not necessary, they should be avoided,
especially if they could be seen as politically motivated. While stopping terror, authorities should
build on values of pluralism and secularism. The on Monday continuing night underscores the
transnational threat European countries face from Islamist terrorists. The assault follows the and a
that took three the suspected gunman, Kujtim Fejzulai, before being shot dead by the police. He
had a previous terrorism conviction In April.
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The Planning Commission estimated that the public procurement cost for this, in vaccines looms as
a test for the level, efficient digital government depends on transforming internal processes, and
fixing deadlines for service could not see its electronic delivery of services legislation through, and
it remains forgotten If digital has to become a way of life, Kerala Governor Arif Mohammad Khan
has signed an ordinance amending the Kerala Police Act purportedly to give the law enforcement
more teeth to prosecute persons who exploit social media to target women and children,
according to Raj Bhavan officials. The State cabinet had in October decided to give an edge to the
the addition of passed of imprisonment and a those convicte of producing, publishing or
disseminating derogatory content through any means of communication to intimidate, insult or
defame any person through social media. It felt that the amendment granted wide latitude to law
enforcers to crack down on freedom of speech and bully into obedience. Leader of the Opposition
Ramesh Chennithala had said that the amendment would reverse the course on media freedom,
muzzle free speech the the police untrammelled authority to examine published and broadcast
content and register cases even in the absence of a specific complaint. Journalist unions had also
expressed scepticism about the amendment. However, the government had and online content,
and it did not seek to curb reportage, political satire or commentary, as feared. Jithesh Babu, a
resident of Thirumalai Nagar, found on a section of Sembakkam from where the Nanmangalam
lake is only as distant as the boundary is from the cricket pitch, has not got over the excitement of
sighting a Chestnut-winged Cuckoo this month. This year, he is part of an informal birdwatching-
residents project that lists the migrants in their neck of the woods. The Planning Commission
estimated that the public procurement cost for this, in vaccines looms as a test for the level,
efficient digital government depends on transforming internal processes, and fixing deadlines for
service could not see its electronic delivery of services legislation through, and it remains forgotten
If digital has to become a way of life, Kerala Governor Arif Mohammad Khan has signed an
ordinance amending the Kerala Police Act purportedly to give the law enforcement more teeth to
prosecute persons who exploit social media to target women and children, according to Raj
Bhavan officials. The State cabinet had in October decided to give an edge to the the addition of
passed of imprisonment and a those convicte of producing, publishing or disseminating derogatory
content through any means of communication to intimidate, insult or defame any person through
social media. It felt that the amendment granted wide latitude to law enforcers to crack down on
freedom of speech and bully into obedience. Leader of the Opposition Ramesh Chennithala had
said that the amendment would reverse the course on media freedom, muzzle free speech the the
police untrammelled authority to examine published and broadcast content and register cases
even in the absence of.
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The government has appointed a committee to go into the proposal to have simultaneous
elections to Parliament and state assemblies. This has led to speculation that the coming special
session of Parliament has been summoned to make the legal and constitutional amendments
necessary for the purpose. The slogan One nation, one election is being tom-tommed. This is not
the first time the BJP has made such a proposal, but for the first time it may actually have the
votes, provided some regional parties lend a hand. | agree that simultaneous state elections are
desirable. But they should not be clubbed with a general election. Simultaneous state elections
should be held two and a half years after a general election. This will be somewhat similar to mid-
term Congressional elections in the US. Voters should not have to wait a full five years to express
dissatisfaction they deserve a chance every two and a half years. That is why the slogan should be
One nation, two elections. A re-invigorated, developed Bharat holds out greater excitement than
an India that is modern but indistinguishable An unintended consequence of last week hair-
splitting over Bharat and India was the entry of endonym and exonym into the country political
vocabulary. In plain language, endonym is synonymous with a name given to itself by a
community, while exonym refers to the name outsiders use to describe the group. Bharat is how
the country is referred to in our national anthem. Rabindranath Tagore wrote the song in
Sanskritised Bangla, but his reference to Bharat Bhagya Vidhata did require any explanation
because to most of the people, speaking most of the languages that find place in the currency
notes issued by the Reserve Bank, Bharat is the endonym. The INDIA alliance is a good start by the
opposition, but it will only work it comes out with a concrete plan Let do Chinese food, | said to
two friends on a Saturday night, and then watch Gadar 2. We were making plans for the weekend.
No, Chinese food has MSG, bad for you, one of my friends replied. And Gadar 2 is too in your face.
Not my type of film, said another. Okay, let eat chole bhature and then watch stand-up comedy, |
suggested. No, too many calories, said my friend. | don like stand-up comedy, said the other. |
proposed three other ideas. All of them were shot down, with perfectly valid criticisms. UPI
services for foreign delegates, a VR cycle depicting India digital journey and a showcasing of India
digital public infrastructure DPI like Aadhaar, direct-benefit-transfers and DigiLocker formed a key
part of India diplomacy at the Bharat Mandapam in Delhi. India soft power was once limited to the
strength of its ancient culture, traditions and hospitality. Its digital revolution has added a
powerful new lever of influence to this quiver. The push to create an India-led multilateral
institution the One Future Alliance and the Global Digital Public Infrastructure Repository to take
the Indian experience global reflects the importance of this thrust. India digital revolution is unlike
any that came before. Over two decades, the world largest democracy combined the rise of cheap
mobile phones, cheap data and a unique digital ID system to create an unprecedented revolution
in digital public goods. Crucially, it was largely enabled by the actions of the state and public
institutions. It deeply disrupted the way Indians deal with money, with each other and with the
government. This changed the basic plumbing that underlies Indian society, transforming politics,
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how recent the shift is. In a little over a decade, India.




CISF HCM RKC NAWADA ONLINE Test Practice Link-
https://rkcnawada.online/cisf-head-constable-ministerial-typing-test/Eng_Test/login.php

CISF-HCM-TEST-Dated-2023-09-10-Test NO.-10804

Built a melange of public digital platforms that have transformed lives. This DPI basically consists of
three broad pillars: identity, payments and data management. Its base was laid with the Aadhaar
biometric identity system created in 2009. By December 2022, India had 1.35 billion Aadhaar
enrolments. This was followed by systems like UPI which made digital payments as easy as sending
an SMS on your mobile phone or scanning a QR code. In August 2023, India recorded 10.58 billion
UPI transactions. UPl accounted for as much as 73% of all non-cash retail transactions. In global
terms, this meant that India was now home to 46% of the world real-time digital payment
transactions. The third pillar is focused on data services like DigiLocker, through which people can
access their authenticated government-verified documents like driving license, education records,
tax records and so on. By December 2022, India had more than 137 million users of DigiLocker. A
major impact of DPI has been on financial inclusion. India brought almost half a billion people into
the banking system over the past decade. In eight years, India opened over 462 million new bank
accounts for the poor through the PM Jan Dhan Yojana. That more than the entire population of
the US, France and the UK put together. DPI enabled India to reach a financial inclusion rate of
80%. This might otherwise have taken 43 years to reach, as a World Bank G20 policy document has
emphasised. Further, the rise of DPI meant that India significantly expanded the scale and scope of
its welfare state between 2013 and 2023 through direct-benefit transfers DBT. Government data
shows that the initial 10.8 crore beneficiaries of DBT reported in 2013-14 many of whom were
added under UPA went up by over eight times to 92.3 crore beneficiaries by 2022-23. Actual direct
cash payments into people bank accounts went up by over 34 times from Rs 7,367 crore in 2013 14
to Rs 2.55 lakh crore in 2022-23. If you add transfers in kind such as food grains under the public
distribution system, then total transfers went up by more than a whopping 110 times in the same
period. In other words, this digital transformation also changed the nature of the relationship
between the state and the poor. Such digital public platforms are not only game-changing for
India, their success has meant that many other countries have shown interest in using them. At
last count, as many as 43 countries had expressed an interest in using some aspects of Indian DPI.
This is why India DPI is now an important marker of its soft power. It has even been called a low-
cost, software-based version of China infrastructure-led Belt and Road Initiative. By early 2023, for
example, UPI was connected with Singapore PayNow system and also with the United Arab
Emirates, through Mashreq Bank NEOPAY system. Nepal and Bhutan have been using UPI since
2022. Agreements had been signed for deploying UPI in France as well. Similarly, several countries
like the Philippines, Morocco, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Togo, Bahrain, Maldives and Sri Lanka had
begun using or signed agreements for creating an Aadhaar-like unique digital identity system
developed by Bengaluru International Institute of Information Technology as a global public good.
Built on the principles of open access and interoperability, DPI has not only created a new digital
highway for connecting India in unprecedented ways, it has also provided New Delhi with new
opportunities for leadership in the Global South.
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While we do a lot of our birding around the lake, sharing boundaries with Nanmangalam Reserve
Forest, our neighbourhoods give us the advantage of watching many birds found on the
peripherals, while standing right outside the Chestnut-winged Cuckoo also known as the Red-
winged of this migrant-documenting exercise. The bird being a passage migrant, Jithesh counts
himself fortunate. Red-winged Crested Cuckoos are mostly passage migrants, headed further
south, but some of them may be staying back, says, who is the There are many. They are also them
in large numbers one or two at a time. Sometimes four, usually during March, says Santarem.
Santarem recalls a period when he has had a closer association with the Crested Cuckoo: In the
1980s, in Stanhope, | have had the experience of holding Red-winged Crested Cuckoos in my hand,
having had to rescue and later release them in safe conditions. These birds would have flown into
houses, chased and pecked by crows. | had to rescue a Red-winged Crested house. On. Not too
long ago, a drive from Visakhapatnam to Bheemunipatnam in Andhra Pradesh along the coastline
would throw open vast expanses of virgin beaches that kept many secrets of the geological world.
Silently lying on the sand and sea bed, they are a reminder of the million years of geological
processes. One such marvel is the natural arch at Mangamaripeta beach opposite the Thotlakonda
Buddhist Site. of overcrowding and reckless acts of visitors endangering the natural arch has raised
concerns among geologists and heritage activists on the need to safeguard the sites of the region
and establish a geo park. Geological sites are a record of important geological phenomenon that
are a key to trace the evolutionary history of earth and its changing processes, says D Rajasekhar
Reddy, advisor to Geo Heritage Geology. While we do a lot of our birding around the lake, sharing
boundaries with Nanmangalam Reserve Forest, our neighbourhoods give us the advantage of
watching many birds found on the peripherals, while standing right outside the Chestnut-winged
Cuckoo also known as the Red-winged of this migrant-documenting exercise. The bird being a
passage migrant, Jithesh counts himself fortunate. Red-winged Crested Cuckoos are mostly
passage migrants, headed further south, but some of them may be staying back, says, who is the
There are many. They are also them in large numbers one or two at a time. Sometimes four,
usually during March, says Santarem. Santarem recalls a period when he has had a closer
association with the Crested Cuckoo: In the 1980s, in Stanhope, | have had the experience of
holding Red-winged Crested Cuckoos in my hand, having had to rescue and later release them in
safe conditions. These birds would have flown into houses, chased and pecked by crows. | had to
rescue a Red-winged Crested house. On. Not too long ago, a drive from Visakhapatnam to
Bheemunipatnam in Andhra Pradesh along the coastline would throw open vast expanses of virgin
beaches that kept many secrets of the geological world. Silently.
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Former India cricketer Suresh Raina has pledged to build sanitation and drinking water facilities at
34 government schools across Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and NCR to ring in his 34th birthday on
activities in association with his NGO, the Gracia named after his daughter. According to a
statement, the initiative will ensure health and in these schools. wife Priyanka, foundation, kicked
off his birthday week by inaugurating the upgraded drinking water facility, separate toilets for boys
and girls, hand washing, dish at Govt Composite Middle School, Noor Nagar Sihani, Ghaziabad as
part of the joint project of Gracia Raina Foundation and Yuva Unstoppable. The couple also
donated ration kits to 500 mothers from underprivileged backgrounds. It brings me immense joy
to celebrate with this initiative. Every child in schools. | hope we can contribute to this with Gracia
Raina Foundation collaborating with Yuva Unstoppable, Raina said. It is truly humbling to see the
upgraded facilities benefiting thousands of kids. This is an excellent start and we look forward to
transforming many more schools in the future. There was no better way | could have celebrated
my birthday, it was a truly -Americans are among the cohort of 32 U.S. Rhodes Scholars, chosen
virtually for the first time this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The diverse group, that won
scholarships to the Oxford University in England, comprises immigrants and students of colour.
American Secretary of the Rhodes Trust Elliot Garson announced the names of the 32 American
students chosen as Rhodes Scholars representing the U.S. on Ramasamy, before has a class of
Rhodes Scholars been elected entirely virtually, with both candidates and selectors participating
safely, independently and digitally, Mr. Garson said. He said this year class for the prestigious
scholarship reflects the remarkable diversity that characterises and strengthens the United States.
Former India cricketer Suresh Raina has pledged to build sanitation and drinking water facilities at
34 government schools across Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and NCR to ring in his 34th birthday on
activities in association with his NGO, the Gracia named after his daughter. According to a
statement, the initiative will ensure health and in these schools. wife Priyanka, foundation, kicked
off his birthday week by inaugurating the upgraded drinking water facility, separate toilets for boys
and girls, hand washing, dish at Govt Composite Middle School, Noor Nagar Sihani, Ghaziabad as
part of the joint project of Gracia Raina Foundation and Yuva Unstoppable. The couple also
donated ration kits to 500 mothers from underprivileged backgrounds. It brings me immense joy
to celebrate with this initiative. Every child in schools. | hope we can contribute to this with Gracia
Raina Foundation collaborating with Yuva Unstoppable, Raina said. It is truly humbling to see the
upgraded facilities benefiting thousands of kids. This is an excellent start and we look forward to
transforming many more schools in the future. There was no better way | could have celebrated
my birthday, it was a truly -Americans are among the cohort of 32 U.S. Rhodes Scholars.
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Out of the students, are Black, the ever in one year in the nine are or and one is a with active
Deferred Action for status. of the winners are women, 14 men, and one non binary. These bright
young will go to Oxford October next year to study in fields broadly across the social, and physical
sciences, the and public policy. They are leaders already, and we are confident that their public
welfare globally will over the course of their careers, Mr. Garson said. Srinivasan from Ohio is a
senior at with double in Social Studies and History of Science, with a focus on public health
inequality. She is also writing a thesis for the. She was an intern at the Joint on in Geneva, has
done and activism on the upload epidemic, and chaired the Policy at the School Institute of
Politics. She is also a. At Oxford, she intends to do the M.Sc. in Health and Tropical and the M.Sc. in
Social Policy, the press release from the Rhodes Trust said.Ramasamy from Kansas from Johns
Hopkins in Public Health Studies. Since, he was for one year a in the Baltimore City and is currently
working as Policy and Budget Advisor in the Office of Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, with for the
State opening plan. While at Johns Hopkins, he was an active volunteer in healthcare and social
services in. He was also President of the University Hindu Students Council, worked as a research
and in public health, and has been very active in. At Social Policy and the Master of Public Policy,
the release said. Ms. Desai, hailing from in May 2020 from the of Santa Cruz with a double major in
and. She currently works as a in Oakland, California. While at she worked as a. Out of the students,
are Black, the ever in one year in the nine are or and one is a with active Deferred Action for
status. of the winners are women, 14 men, and one non binary. These bright young will go to
Oxford October next year to study in fields broadly across the social, and physical sciences, the and
public policy. They are leaders already, and we are confident that their public welfare globally will
over the course of their careers, Mr. Garson said. Srinivasan from Ohio is a senior at with double in
Social Studies and History of Science, with a focus on public health inequality. She is also writing a
thesis for the. She was an intern at the Joint on in Geneva, has done and activism on the upload
epidemic, and chaired the Policy at the School Institute of Politics. She is also a. At Oxford, she
intends to do the M.Sc. in Health and Tropical and the M.Sc. in Social Policy, the press release from
the Rhodes Trust said.Ramasamy from Kansas from Johns Hopkins in Public Health Studies. Since,
he was for one year a in the Baltimore City and is currently working as Policy.
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What is known, does not inspire of has been abysmal the National Health confidence Profile, 2019,
collated by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence unit of the Directorate General of Health
Services, there has been collated by no significant change in health-care expenditure since
confidence highest it has been in the decade is does record that per capita public expenditure on
health in nominal terms went up from capita collated by public WHO bulletin of 2018 records that
out-of-pocket payments remain common in India, which in 2014, was expenditure. While capita
public questioning whether these incremental efforts are sufficient, one needs to factor in the
substantial skew in different States in terms of alth infrastructure and collated by wherewithal.
There is evidence to show that increased public spending on health care has resulted in less
financial hardship for communities and better collated by increased public health outcomes. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made a promise to increase public health spending. His government
would do well to treat this epidemic as an opportunity to drastically scale up budgetary allocations
for health to facilitate expansion increased public of capacity. Epidemics are known to; India must
steer this one to harness finite resources optimally for the benefit of all collated by it paid $100 a
day to self-employed people to ensure none violated quarantine. The Court ruling during the
Karnataka increased public crisis was that a time-frame for deciding on resignations by MLAs could
not be forced on the Speaker. Households collated by continue to be the dominant per cent of to
health finance in India. The bulk of the total money circulating in Indian healthcare around 69 per
cent comes from Out Of Pocket payment by households. OOP is the money increased public which
collated by individuals pay out of their own. What is known, does not inspire of has been abysmal
the National Health confidence Profile, 2019, collated by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence
unit of the Directorate General of Health Services, there has been collated by no significant change
in health-care expenditure since confidence highest it has been in the decade is does record that
per capita public expenditure on health in nominal terms went up from capita collated by public
WHO bulletin of 2018 records that out-of-pocket payments remain common in India, which in
2014, was expenditure. While capita public questioning whether these incremental efforts are
sufficient, one needs to factor in the substantial skew in different States in terms of alth
infrastructure and collated by wherewithal. There is evidence to show that increased public
spending on health care has resulted in less financial hardship for communities and better collated
by increased public health outcomes. Prime Minister Narendra Modi made a promise to increase
public health spending. His government would do well to treat this epidemic as an opportunity to
drastically scale up budgetary allocations for health to facilitate expansion increased public of
capacity. Epidemics are known to; India must steer this one to harness finite resources optimally
for.
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With cases from outside mainland China as on March there are more people infected with the in
other parts of the world than in mainland as on the number of deaths in the rest of mainland the
world is. On Monday, there was just one new case and 12 deaths reported in no new case has
been reported from Hubei province for as Iran recorded cases and deaths so far, it is in that the
virus seems to be four a very high number of cases, all other have recorded at least one case so
far, thus shifting the. Here, have been the most affected, with, respectively. On March new cases,
Italy reported the jump in case load in a single day while deaths in Spain nearly doubled to 288.
have been the other two countries badly affected too. With deaths, Italy has reported the highest
mortality from the. There are big that India and the rest of the world can learn from and South
Korea on containing the spread. Even before China reported its first case of on January 20.
Together with closing its borders by January end, it raised awareness about the virus and the
disease, mainland and ways to minimise risk through handwashing and the use of face masks.
Taiwan essentially cut the transmission chain even before the virus could gain a foothold in the
country. Following mainland the World Health laboratory confirmed Organization guidelines to a
tee, Singapore went after all suspect cases by testing all influenza like and pneumonia cases and
aggressively tracing contacts. Like laboratory confirmed Taiwan and mainland Hong Kong,
Singapore too instituted travel restrictions by early February. Not only did it make testing and
treatment free for all its residents. With cases from outside mainland China as on March there are
more people infected with the in other parts of the world than in mainland as on the number of
deaths in the rest of mainland the world is. On Monday, there was just one new case and 12
deaths reported in no new case has been reported from Hubei province for as Iran recorded cases
and deaths so far, it is in that the virus seems to be four a very high number of cases, all other have
recorded at least one case so far, thus shifting the. Here, have been the most affected, with,
respectively. On March new cases, Italy reported the jump in case load in a single day while deaths
in Spain nearly doubled to 288. have been the other two countries badly affected too. With
deaths, Italy has reported the highest mortality from the. There are big that India and the rest of
the world can learn from and South Korea on containing the spread. Even before China reported
its first case of on January 20. Together with closing its borders by January end, it raised awareness
about the virus and the disease, mainland and ways to minimise risk through handwashing and the
use of face masks.
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Books are like coffers filled, not with gold or silver, but with high ideals, and the wisdom of our
forefathers. If we learn to love books, we need no other riches. However, we must read the right
kind of books. Just as we need nourishing food for the body, similarly we need to read good books
to enrich our minds. Happy indeed is the person who has inculcated the habit of reading. Such a
person is never lonely or sad, for he always has books as his faithful companions to give him solace
when he has been deserted by everyone else. The person who reads has secured for himself a
lifelong source of pleasure, strength and inspiration. Whenever he is bored or depressed, he can
pick up a book and lose himself in the vast world contained therein. Books contain a wealth of
knowledge and information. There is no aspect of life which is not covered by books. Over the
ages, great writers, thinkers and experts have written down their thoughts and ideas and
preserved for posterity, through the printed word, noble precepts which we would do well to
emulate. There would be a balance between light reading and serious reading. While light reading
like fiction relaxes the mind, serious reading provides it food for thought. Friends may leave us,
loved ones may go away, but books are always there to stay. In sickness and in health, in joy and in
sorrow, they support us and offer a never-failing means of delight for our souls. Reading is of
different kind. It may be light or serious. It may be adventurous or spiritual. Every reading has its
distinct pleasure. Some people like to read newspapers, periodicals, journals etc. They are
storehouse of general information about current events and various socio-political and. Books are
like coffers filled, not with gold or silver, but with high ideals, and the wisdom of our forefathers. If
we learn to love books, we need no other riches. However, we must read the right kind of books.
Just as we need nourishing food for the body, similarly we need to read good books to enrich our
minds. Happy indeed is the person who has inculcated the habit of reading. Such a person is never
lonely or sad, for he always has books as his faithful companions to give him solace when he has
been deserted by everyone else. The person who reads has secured for himself a lifelong source of
pleasure, strength and inspiration. Whenever he is bored or depressed, he can pick up a book and
lose himself in the vast world contained therein. Books contain a wealth of knowledge and
information. There is no aspect of life which is not covered by books. Over the ages, great writers,
thinkers and experts have written down their thoughts and ideas and preserved for posterity,
through the printed word, noble precepts which we would do well to emulate. There would be a
balance between light reading and reading.
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Among the more of the has been the rather, even if, of care services. Normal life has been by the
and access to has for a vast majority. The scale of the impact on women lives is only now being as
global reports of inability to and the long lockdown warn of dire, including unwanted preg ancies,
increase in domestic violence, and mate to mort ality. Said about two million women missed out
on services services between January and were in India alone recent survey of responses from 103
countries found that reported disruption in family planning and indicate that million women in and
middle income countries services would be if the average lockdown continued for 6 months with
major disruptions to services, and an add tional million uni tended pre ancies are expected to
occur. At the heart of this issue is the bulk of health care services shifting to cater to related and
lockdown disruptions. India listed abortions as under the lockdown, but the off to services centers
of care, and lack of was a factor. It is pertinent to ask if services to and cont ption were indeed
available services in the cities and rural areas during the period, des pite being listed as emergency
and thus allowed to remain open even during intense lockdowns. Almost the respon dents seeking
an abortion services said that the clinic in their area was closed, according to the India, showed a
of medical abortion drugs in pharmacies. For a country Foundation setting out to bolster its
contraception and abortion services outreach, this pandemic and its lockdowns has dealt a blow.
The need for in India, with Foundation over reporting a need for as per the study. Why the could
not use them to quickly escape the inferno should be investigated. Among the more of the has
been the rather, even if, of care services. Normal life has been by the and access to has for a vast
majority. The scale of the impact on women lives is only now being as global reports of inability to
and the long lockdown warn of dire, including unwanted preg ancies, increase in domestic
violence, and mate to mort ality. Said about two million women missed out on services services
between January and were in India alone recent survey of responses from 103 countries found
that reported disruption in family planning and indicate that million women in and middle income
countries services would be if the average lockdown continued for 6 months with major
disruptions to services, and an add tional million uni tended pre ancies are expected to occur. At
the heart of this issue is the bulk of health care services shifting to cater to related and lockdown
disruptions. India listed abortions as under the lockdown, but the off to services centers of care,
and lack of was a factor. It is pertinent to ask if services to and cont ption were indeed available
services in the cities and rural areas during.
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India recent cricket tour of New has been a tale of the rise by launch pad for men to extend their
supremacy in the One Day Tests. But at home has always been an. Just as marauding West Indians
struggled in the early it was India turn to eat pie. The land in the following two Tests, New squad
looked bereft of ideas. Indian batsmen floundered against nagging swing bowling, an old nemesis,
while its speedsters led by Bumrah to the host attack Kane men, tough in their sport but quick to
that their World Cup Williamson semifinal victory over the Men in Blue at Old Trafford was an
exception. India woes tied up with history too as since its maiden tour of during the season, it has
won just two Test series while losing six and drawing level in the two jousts. India missed an
injured series while losing Rohit Sharma atop the batting tree and its latest opening pair of and
Prithvi Shaw put on minuscule alliances of and eight. The early to seamers exposed early Southee,
Trent Boult and who between them bagged wickets to snuff out any latent the Indian ranks. Kohli
suffered the batting of Obviously an but the the team. Meanwhile, Bumrah and company, without
enough runs on the the, could not exert and their bowling was as effective as it was in the past.
The latest slump in did not reverse suffered the batting India in the World Test table where Kohli
unit still stays on top with 360 points, ahead of second placed Australia. However, New sixth slot to
third and is sitting well with points. India has batsmen aplenty, who can hasten its scoring rate, but
it also of a spirit that and one that is evident in Cheteshwar Pujara too. India recent cricket tour of
New has been a tale of the rise by launch pad for men to extend their supremacy in the One Day
Tests. But at home has always been an. Just as marauding West Indians struggled in the early it
was India turn to eat pie. The land in the following two Tests, New squad looked bereft of ideas.
Indian batsmen floundered against nagging swing bowling, an old nemesis, while its speedsters led
by Bumrah to the host attack Kane men, tough in their sport but quick to that their World Cup
Williamson semifinal victory over the Men in Blue at Old Trafford was an exception. India woes
tied up with history too as since its maiden tour of during the season, it has won just two Test
series while losing six and drawing level in the two jousts. India missed an injured series while
losing Rohit Sharma atop the batting tree and its latest opening pair of and Prithvi Shaw put on
minuscule alliances of and eight. The early to seamers exposed early Southee, Trent Boult and who
between them bagged wickets to snuff out any latent the Indian ranks. Kohli suffered the batting
of.
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Citing the fact that the plea for stay had been heard and refused last year itself, the Supreme Court
is taking a narrow and technical view. In an order in Bench of the Supreme Court headed by the
then Chief Justice of India, Ranjan Gogoi, had asked political parties to covers, details of the
donations they had received through the anonymous bonds. Given the available then and the
weighty issues involved in the matter, it declined to grant a stay. However, it is quite disappointing
to note that nine months on, the court remains unmoved by submissions that a fresh window for
purchase of bonds is set to be opened opened so that the ruling party would stand to of in. The
Association for Democratic Reforms, the petitioner, has disclosed that an overwhelming majority
of the donations made through electoral bonds had gone to, its response filed in the court, said
the provisions would enable the creation of shell companies for the sole purpose of making
political donations and no other business, that the abolition of the clause that says firms must
declare political contributions in their profit and loss accounts would compromise transparency,
and the amendments to the law on foreign contributions would mean that there would be
unchecked foreign funding of, it had recorded its unequivocal the use of black money for political
funding. In this backdrop, it is quite intriguing that the top court has stay when its position is quite
clear. The least the court can do now is to expedite the final hearing of the petitions challenging
the scheme. There are indeed strong grounds for putting an end to the system of anonymous
bearer bonds being used to fund parties. Such anonymity gives a clear and unfair advantage to the
ruling party of the day. Citing the fact that the plea for stay had been heard and refused last year
itself, the Supreme Court is taking a narrow and technical view. In an order in Bench of the
Supreme Court headed by the then Chief Justice of India, Ranjan Gogoi, had asked political parties
to covers, details of the donations they had received through the anonymous bonds. Given the
available then and the weighty issues involved in the matter, it declined to grant a stay. However,
it is quite disappointing to note that nine months on, the court remains unmoved by submissions
that a fresh window for purchase of bonds is set to be opened opened so that the ruling party
would stand to of in. The Association for Democratic Reforms, the petitioner, has disclosed that an
overwhelming majority of the donations made through electoral bonds had gone to, its response
filed in the court, said the provisions would enable the creation of shell companies for the sole
purpose of making political donations and no other business, that the abolition of the clause that
says firms must declare political contributions in their profit and loss accounts would compromise
transparency, and the amendments to the law.
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Truth that material resources are finite. Demand in most sectors will continue to exceed supply in
times of a pandemic. With the number of the question is whether national and state health
systems will be able to cope with ever-rising demands. This has and systems of delivery choking
and most often, unable to match supply to demand. Health care resources, limited to begin with,
are even more so when under stress. At a time when the disease did not have a name, and much
less by way of character, in material was mainland China, the rapidly climbing numbers went far
beyond the capacity of the country emerged the hub of the epidemic outside of China, the strain
on health systems is massive. With India crossing 100 positive cases, it is impossible to ignore the
question about whether the health system is robust enough to impossible meet this emergency.
What is known, however, does not inspire confidence. First of all, he was very disappointed and
frustrated after his defeat in the Look Sabha election from his Guna seat. He never expected it.
What | have been told is that he has been in touch with top BJP leaders like Amit Shah for
impossible a few months now. On many other occasions he had supported the BJP like their
decision on, he never took a and did speak State to BJP leaders and these leaders felt that they can
break the Congress government without Scindia joining. They told Amit Shah that they can do this
on their own but Congress government it did materialise because we thwarted their attempt. It is
only after they failed that Amit Shah decided on Scindiaji and his supporters Congress who were
Scindiaji supporters, were helped by leaders Arvind Bhadoria and Ashutosh Tiwari to go to
Bengaluru. Truth that material resources are finite. Demand in most sectors will continue to
exceed supply in times of a pandemic. With the number of the question is whether national and
state health systems will be able to cope with ever-rising demands. This has and systems of
delivery choking and most often, unable to match supply to demand. Health care resources,
limited to begin with, are even more so when under stress. At a time when the disease did not
have a name, and much less by way of character, in material was mainland China, the rapidly
climbing numbers went far beyond the capacity of the country emerged the hub of the epidemic
outside of China, the strain on health systems is massive. With India crossing 100 positive cases, it
is impossible to ignore the question about whether the health system is robust enough to
impossible meet this emergency. What is known, however, does not inspire confidence. First of all,
he was very disappointed and frustrated after his defeat in the Look Sabha election from his Guna
seat. He never expected it. What | have been told is that he has been in touch with top BJP leaders
like Amit Shah.
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Ninan was stubborn till his end that he should miss his daily cartoon Just like that . Nor should
editors miss publishing it. When we did, we regretted it. Scanning each of the 50-plus editions of
TOI, Ninan would know which one missed carrying his baby. And when the resident editor got a
call or a mail from him, there would be no defence, only an apology. Ninan was equally prompt in
appreciating good work. Love you, was his favorite line. It did matter that you were not too young,
Ninan in a good mood always called you son mone or mole if you were a Malayalee . And it came
from his heart. |, like millions of others, have been fascinated by Ninan creations, be it his comic
hero Moochwalah or his illustrations and cartoons, first in India Today where | worked for five
years and later The Times of India where | got to know him personally . It was, however, only in
2017 that | got close to Ninan, thanks to an editors conference TOI organised in St Petersburg and
Moscow. On our outings, |, with gleeful admiration, tagged along Ninan, trying to chat and get a
glimpse of his visual mind. | was thrilled when he, after a drink late in the evening, asked me out
for a stroll. We walked the Moscow streets in the wee hours, and | could believe that | was talking,
hugging, laughing with Alit Ninan! In the morning, by the time | dragged myself into the conference
room after barely a few hours of sleep, Ninan was in the room, in an impeccable coat, making
caricatures of people around. Participants at the conference were given five minutes to make
presentations, and Ninan caricatured most of them before they finished their talk. When | walked
back after my presentation, Ninan handed over my caricature. Knowing his uncanny ability to turn
people into animals and objects in three frames or less something TOI, in a tribute, headlined
Houdini humour | took the sheet of paper from him with a sense of trepidation. Would he have
drawn me as a frog, a mongoose, a jackal? Flattered | was, for it was just me! He had signed it,
with the line: Best wishes from TOI family. Later, we would exchange cartoons from across the
world. Brilliant, Ninan would exclaim when he spotted a sharp one. The bonding in Russia helped
me get Ninan to do illustrations for the Tamil Nadu editions of TOl on big news days such as the
state Budget. But he, as many creative geniuses are, was temperamental. When | called him to
request for an illustration for the 2018-19 Tamil Nadu Budget, Ninan was curt. | am too busy, he
said, and ended the call. Barely five minutes later, while | was driving to work, my phone rang. It
was Ninan asking, What the big idea for this Budget, mone? | said | can think of anything specific,
but there would be doles from finance minister O Pannerselvam who had bought peace with chief
minister Edappadi K Palaniswami. Before | reached the office, the illustration was in my inbox. It
showed EPS and OPS on a bike descending on Marina beach with a parachute which bore the
names of different sectors; OPS had a goody bag slung over his shoulder. There was less time for
an illustration when finance minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan was to present the revised Budget for
2021-22. All | told Ninan was that it would be a difficult task for the finance minister to keep the
DMK poll promises. And he drew PTR, as Jesus Christ, pulling on his back the ? symbol on which a
farmer, a businessman and a graduate were trying to climb. | was flattered when Ninan messaged
the next day that he loved the headline: PTR bears the cross to lead Tamils to the promised land.
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Goodbye, Ninan. Go, make everyone in the other world laugh. The scenes on our television
screens of leaders of the major.
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Nations of the world including the President of the United States arriving in New Delhi for the G20
summit and later being greeted at the newly minted Bharat Mandapam by Prime Minister Modi
signalled to all our citizens, that India is as capable as any in the world in organising such a meeting
of heads of state and government. The spectacular G20 summit in New Delhi could be termed as
India coming out party. Not dissimilar to the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, which was widely
seen as China grand message of arrival. Curiously, in many aspects of national power, China 2008
and India 2023 have several analogues not least in aggregate GDP measures, where China 2007
and India 2022 are at very similar levels! Tamil Nadu launch of the Chief Minister Green Fellowship
Program is an imperative and commendable move in the battle against climate change. This
initiative reflects the state commitment to fostering environmental awareness and empowering
young individuals to tackle pressing issues such as climate change, renewable energy, biodiversity
preservation, and sustainable development. In an era where climate change poses an existential
threat, initiatives like this are not just commendable but an absolute necessity. The program focus
on district-level initiatives demonstrates a keen understanding of the fact that addressing climate
change requires action at the grassroots level. By deploying 40 green fellows at both the district
and state levels, the government ensures that there is a direct and impactful intervention in
communities. What sets this program apart is its forward-thinking approach. The stipend provided
to these green fellows acknowledges the significance of their work and serves as an incentive for
young minds to engage in climate action actively. Moreover, the recognition in the form of a Post
Graduate Diploma in Climate Change and Sustainability by Anna University adds further credibility
to their efforts. The official release underscores that this program is designed to empower and
mobilise young individuals who are dedicated to the cause of environmental protection,
renewable energy, biodiversity conservation, and sustainable development. In essence, it is a
platform for harnessing the passion and potential of the youth to bring about transformative
change. The Department of Environment and Climate Change of the Tamil Nadu state government
plays a pivotal role in implementing the Chief Minister Green Fellowship Programme, ensuring
coordination and effective execution. Importantly, upon successful completion of their fellowship
and tenure, these green fellows will be conferred with a Post Graduate Diploma in Climate Change
and Sustainability by Anna University, recognizing their expertise and contribution to the field. The
involvement of the Department of Environment and Climate Change in the program
implementation underscores the government seriousness about driving environmental change. It
also ensures that there is coordination and alignment with state-level environmental policies and
objectives. However, it crucial to recognize that while this program is a step in the right direction,
the battle against climate change requires a multi-faceted approach. It not just about raising
awareness and initiating projects; it also about holding industries accountable, developing
sustainable infrastructure, and integrating climate action into every facet of governance. These
green fellows will shoulder a significant responsibility as they support district administrations in
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the implementation of critical missions, including the Green Tamil Nadu Mission, Tamil Nadu
Climate Change Mission, and Tamil Nadu Wetlands Mission. With Tamil Nadu.
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His would do well to treat this as an to scale up for health to of are known to change the course of
history; India must steer this one to for the of all. Of leaders of the as the world faces the do not
political borders, and in times of trouble, reaching out to is the most obvious course of action. To
that end, the hour long with the leaders of the Sri Lanka, and epidemic the on to the Pakistan
came up with shared and unique perspectives in dealing with the virus that has epidemic
opportunity affected and claimed over lives worldwide. The meeting saw Mr. India will contribute
million as well as a decision on technical task forces. Afghanistan and Pakistan opportunity have
specific challenges as they share long borders with Iran, which has emerged, after China and Italy,
as a major hub of the virus. Bhutan, the Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka worry about the impact on
tourism, which contribute is a mainstay of their economies. Another concern is of which has an in
the virus spread in the. With close to 300 positive cases, South Asia has seen a much lower
incidence globally, but given its much which has higher density, it is clear that any outbreak will
lead to far more casualties. Other concerns are about under reporting, as fewer people are being
tested in much of South Asia, and whether public health services can cope. It remains to be seen
how closely the countries will cooperate to deal with the virus. After the Central cited physical and
reasons for why women could not which has be given positions in the Indian Army, the Supreme
Court has observed that there needs to opportunity be a change of mindset and display of
administrative contribute will. His would do well to treat this as an to scale up for health to of are
known to change the course of history; India must steer this one to for the of all. Of leaders of the
as the world faces the do not political borders, and in times of trouble, reaching out to is the most
obvious course of action. To that end, the hour long with the leaders of the Sri Lanka, and
epidemic the on to the Pakistan came up with shared and unique perspectives in dealing with the
virus that has epidemic opportunity affected and claimed over lives worldwide. The meeting saw
Mr. India will contribute million as well as a decision on technical task forces. Afghanistan and
Pakistan opportunity have specific challenges as they share long borders with Iran, which has
emerged, after China and Italy, as a major hub of the virus. Bhutan, the Maldives, Nepal and Sri
Lanka worry about the impact on tourism, which contribute is a mainstay of their economies.
Another concern is of which has an in the virus spread in the. With close to 300 positive cases,
South Asia has seen a much lower incidence globally, but given.
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Is positive thinking an of a person or can it be in one psyche? The differ in this vital question. Some
people believe that it can be and cannot be developed. Others believe that like other qualities it
can be with proper practice and guidance. Still some others hold the opinion that it is to some
extent but can be to some degree. There is also a section of people, who believe that all on or luck.
We need to adopt a to find an answer to the. No one can get success every time even after making
efforts, nor can one fail has for. For some students, getting 60 per cent marks is success, for others
it may not be sufficient. In a competitive examination, success means getting selected, whatever
the percentage of marks. As for inheritance theory, since positive attitude is not a physical feature
but a mental faculty, it cannot be purely hereditary. It can be developed. Moreover, parents play a
major role in developing this quality of a child. A child, who watches his parents working hard,
having faith in success through their words, behavior and body language, is likely to develop a
similar attitude. The children of short-tempered, over-cautious and nervous parents may assume
similar characteristics when they grow up. Psychologists, therefore, prescribe a code of conduct
for parents behavior in front of their children. They must exude confidence, self-belief and hope,
especially in difficult situation, so that the children emulate these qualities. They must be taught
the importance of being positive before, during and after the performance of a task. There is no
better education for a child than watching his parents come out of a tough situation by means of
earnest endeavors Such success not only gives more joy but also increases self-confidence. Is
positive thinking an of a person or can it be in one psyche? The differ in this vital question. Some
people believe that it can be and cannot be developed. Others believe that like other qualities it
can be with proper practice and guidance. Still some others hold the opinion that it is to some
extent but can be to some degree. There is also a section of people, who believe that all on or luck.
We need to adopt a to find an answer to the. No one can get success every time even after making
efforts, nor can one fail has for. For some students, getting 60 per cent marks is success, for others
it may not be sufficient. In a competitive examination, success means getting selected, whatever
the percentage of marks. As for inheritance theory, since positive attitude is not a physical feature
but a mental faculty, it cannot be purely hereditary. It can be developed. Moreover, parents play a
major role in developing this quality of a child. A child, who watches his parents working hard,
having faith in success through their words, behavior and body language, is likely to develop a
similar to attitude.
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Stretching s specific tendon or muscle can improve the elasticity of muscles, which in turn helps in
achieving a comfortable muscle tone. There are several benefits of regular stretching, and it should
be an integral part of every workout program. It not only helps increase your flexibility, which is an
important part of fitness, but it can also improve your posture, body aches, reduce stress, and
much more. One of the benefits of regular stretching is that it enhances flexibility. Being flexible
has its own advantages, as it not only improves your day to day activities, but can also help delay
the reduced mobility that comes with aging. Stretching 9on a regular basis can help increase your
range of motion. You can either go for static or dynamic stretching as they both are effective when
it comes to the increasing range of motion. According to the studies, proprioceptive
neuromuscular facilitation or PNF type of stretching is more effective for immediate results.
Regular stretching can not only help heal an existing back injury but can also prevent future back
pain by reducing your risk for muscle strain and strengthening your back muscles. All the people
who regularly go to the gym know how helpful stretching can be. Performing dynamic stretches
prior to exercise in the gym can help prepare your muscles. Not the only gym, but it can also help
you improve your performance in dance or an athletic event. It is only natural that your muscles
get tense when you experience physical or emotional stress. This is because the tightening of your
muscles is the response of the body towards stress. All you need to do is focus on the areas of your
body where you feel the stress, such as your neck, shoulders, etc. and stretch those parts of your
body. Stretching s specific tendon or muscle can improve the elasticity of muscles, which in turn
helps in achieving a comfortable muscle tone. There are several benefits of regular stretching, and
it should be an integral part of every workout program. It not only helps increase your flexibility,
which is an important part of fitness, but it can also improve your posture, body aches, reduce
stress, and much more. One of the benefits of regular stretching is that it enhances flexibility.
Being flexible has its own advantages, as it not only improves your day to day activities, but can
also help delay the reduced mobility that comes with aging. Stretching 9on a regular basis can help
increase your range of motion. You can either go for static or dynamic stretching as they both are
effective when it comes to the increasing range of motion. According to the studies,
proprioceptive neuromuscular facilitation or PNF type of stretching is more effective for
immediate results. Regular stretching can not only help heal an existing back injury but can also
prevent future back pain by reducing your risk for muscle strain and strengthening your back
muscles. All the people who regularly go to.
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lodine fortification is what most countries rely on to encourage adequate dietary intake. In more
than seventy countries that iodize salt generally serves as the major source of iodine intake. One
fourth of a teaspoon of iodized salts has about hundred micrograms of iodine. Note that the salt
used in processed foods, which is the major source of salt for most Americans typically, does not
contain iodine. If salt used in a processed food contains iodine, it will be listed in the ingredients
list of that food. Focus on decreasing the amount of salt consumed from processed foods and get
your sodium from iodized salt. Seaweed, saltwater fish and seafood are natural sources of dietary
iodine. Dairy products also supply iodine in the diet at varying levels. During lactation, the breast
concentrates iodine in milk so breastmilk tends be a good source of iodine as long as the iodine
intake of a mother is adequate. Plants grown in iodine rich soil are also good sources. However,
this is not a reliable source of iodine since there is no way of knowing whether produce purchased
in grocery stores is grown in iodine rich soil or not. lodized salt usually adds less than about three
hundred micrograms iodine daily to the diet. Most multivitamin mineral supplements contain 150
micrograms of iodine. With the safe upper limit of daily iodine intake for adults set at 1,100
micrograms by the IOM it is unlikely to hit an excess amount when including a multivitamin and
including natural sources of dietary iodine. The trend of eating less table salt, dairy and bread has
some experts concerned that iodine deficiency could be on the rise again. Eating a healthy,
balanced diet that includes iodine rich foods and iodized salt is key take the rome to good health.
lodine fortification is what most countries rely on to encourage adequate dietary intake. In more
than seventy countries that iodize salt generally serves as the major source of iodine intake. One
fourth of a teaspoon of iodized salts has about hundred micrograms of iodine. Note that the salt
used in processed foods, which is the major source of salt for most Americans typically, does not
contain iodine. If salt used in a processed food contains iodine, it will be listed in the ingredients
list of that food. Focus on decreasing the amount of salt consumed from processed foods and get
your sodium from iodized salt. Seaweed, saltwater fish and seafood are natural sources of dietary
iodine. Dairy products also supply iodine in the diet at varying levels. During lactation, the breast
concentrates iodine in milk so breastmilk tends be a good source of iodine as long as the iodine
intake of a mother is adequate. Plants grown in iodine rich soil are also good sources. However,
this is not a reliable source of iodine since there is no way of knowing whether produce purchased
in grocery stores is grown in iodine rich soil or not. lodized salt usually adds less.
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Periodicals, journals etc. They are storehouse of general information about current events and
various socio political and economic problems. It has been well said, Books are like axe they cut
through the snow within. Indeed electricity is one of the most important blessings that science has
given to mankind. Of all modern inventions, electricity is perhaps the most wonderful. Books are
like coffers filled, not with gold or silver, but with high ideals, and the wisdom of our forefathers. If
we learn to love books, we need no other riches. However, we must read the right kind of books.
Just as we need nourishing food for the body, similarly we need to read good books to enrich our
minds different kind. It may be light or serious. It may be adventurous or spiritual. Every reading
has its distinct pleasure. Some people like to read coffers filled newspapers. To those who
experienced its magic for the first time, it must have felt like being transported to a fairy land.
Today, we take it so much for granted that we notice its existence only when there is a power cut
nourishing food and life comes to a standstill. Can you think of all the things you could not have
done without electricity? Imagine, you could not have watched television or even seen a film in a
cinema hall. You would have had to study by candle coffers filled light with no fans or air
conditioner. Ice creams, soft drinks and cold water would have been unheard of. Your kitchen too
would have been very different from what you see now. There would have been no toaster Much
for granted that we notice its existence only when there is a power cut and life comes to a
standstill. Can you think of all the. Periodicals, journals etc. They are storehouse of general
information about current events and various socio political and economic problems. It has been
well said, Books are like axe they cut through the snow within. Indeed electricity is one of the most
important blessings that science has given to mankind. Of all modern inventions, electricity is
perhaps the most wonderful. Books are like coffers filled, not with gold or silver, but with high
ideals, and the wisdom of our forefathers. If we learn to love books, we need no other riches.
However, we must read the right kind of books. Just as we need nourishing food for the body,
similarly we need to read good books to enrich our minds different kind. It may be light or serious.
It may be adventurous or spiritual. Every reading has its distinct pleasure. Some people like to read
coffers filled newspapers. To those who experienced its magic for the first time, it must have felt
like being transported to a fairy land. Today, we take it so much for granted that we notice its
existence only when there is a power cut nourishing food and life comes to a standstill. Can you
think.
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State used in section 9 of RTI Act refers to the Central or State Government, Parliament or
Legislature of a State, or any local or other authorities as described under Article 12 of the
Constitution. The reason for using the word State and not public authority in section 9 of RTI Act is
apparently because the definition of public authority in the Act is wider than the definition of State
in Article 12, and includes even non-government organizations financed directly or indirectly by
funds provided by the appropriate government. Be that as it may. An application for information
would be rejected under section 9 of RTI Act, only if information sought involves an infringement
of copyright subsisting in a person other than the State. ICAl being a statutory body created by the
Chartered Accountants Act, 1948 is State. The information sought is a material in which ICAI claims
a copyright. It is not the case of ICAI that anyone else has a copyright in such material. In fact it has
specifically pleaded that even if the question papers, solutions model answers, or other
instructions are prepared by any third party for ICAI, the copyright therein is assigned in favour of
ICAI. Providing access to information in respect of which ICAI holds a copyright, does not involve
infringement of a copyright subsisting in a person other than the State. Therefore ICAl is not
entitled to claim protection against disclosure under section 9 of the RTI Act. There is yet another
reason why section 9 of RTI Act will be inapplicable. The words infringement of copyright have a
specific connotation. Section 51 of the Copyright Act, 1957 provides when a copyright in a work
shall be deemed to be infringed. Section 52 of the Act enumerates the acts which are not
infringement of a copyright. A combined reading of sections 51 and 52 1 a of Copyright Act shows
that furnishing of information by an examining body, in response to a query under the RTI Act may
not be termed as an infringement of copyright. Be that as it may. Re Question iii We will now
consider the third contention of ICAI that the information sought being an information available to
a person in his fiduciary relationship, is exempted under section 8 1 e of the RTI Act. This Court in
Central Board of Secondary Education & Anr. v. Aditya Bandopadhyay & Ors. 2011 8 SCALE 645
considered the meaning of the words information available to a person in his fiduciary capacity
and observed thus But the words information available to a person in his fiduciary relationship are
used in section 8 1 e of RTI Act in its normal and well recognized sense, that is to refer to persons
who act in a fiduciary capacity, with reference to a specific beneficiary or beneficiaries who are to
be expected to be protected or benefited by the actions of the fiduciary a trustee with reference
to the beneficiary of the trust, a guardian.
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With reference to a minor physically infirm mentally challenged, a parent with reference to a child,
a lawyer or a chartered accountant with reference to a client, a doctor or nurse with reference to a
patient, an agent with reference to a principal, a partner with reference to another partner, a
director of a company with reference to a share-holder, an executor with reference to a legatee, a
receiver with reference to the parties to a lis, an employer with reference to the confidential
information relating to the employee, and an employee reference to business dealings transaction
of the employer. The instructions and solutions to questions issued to the examiners and
moderators in connection with evaluation of answer scripts, as noticed above, is the intellectual
property of ICAl. These are made available by ICAl to the examiners and moderators to enable
them to evaluate the answer scripts correctly and effectively, in a proper manner, to achieve
uniformity and consistency in evaluation, as a large number of evaluators and moderators are
engaged by ICAl in connection with the evaluation. The instructions and solutions to questions are
given by the ICAI to the examiners and moderators to be held in confidence. The examiners and
moderators are required to maintain absolute secrecy and cannot disclose the answer scripts, the
evaluation of answer scripts, the instructions of ICAl and the solutions to questions made available
by ICAI, to anyone. The examiners and moderators are in the position of agents and ICAl is in the
position of principal in regard to such information which ICAIl gives to the examiners and
moderators to achieve uniformity, consistency and exactness of evaluation of the answer scripts.
When anything is given and taken in trust or in confidence, requiring or expecting secrecy and
confidentiality to be maintained in that behalf, it is held by the recipient in a fiduciary relationship.
It should be noted that section 8 1 e uses the words information available to a person in his
fiduciary relationship. Significantly section 8 1 e does not use the words information available to a
public authority in its fiduciary relationship. The use of the words person shows that the holder of
the information in a fiduciary relationship need not only be a public authority as the word person
is of much wider import than the word public authority. Therefore the exemption under section 8
1 e is available not only in regard to information that is held by a public authority in this case the
examining body in a fiduciary capacity, but also to any information that is given or made available
by a public authority to anyone else for being held in a fiduciary relationship. In other words,
anything given and taken in confidence expecting confidentiality to be maintained will be
information available to a person in fiduciary relationship. As a consequence, it has to be held that
the instructions and solutions to questions communicated by the examining body to the
examiners, head-examiners and moderators, are information.
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Available to such persons in their fiduciary relationship and therefore exempted from disclosure
under section 8 1 d of RTI Act. The information to which RTI Act applies falls into two categories,
namely, i information which promotes transparency and accountability in the working of every
public authority, disclosure of which helps in containing or discouraging corruption, enumerated in
clauses b and c of section 4 1 of RTI Act; and ii other information held by public authorities not
falling under section 4 1 b and c of RTI Act. In regard to information falling under the first category,
the public authorities owe a duty to disseminate the information widely suo moto to the public so
as to make it easily accessible to the public. In regard to information enumerated or required to be
enumerated under section 4 1 b and c of RTI Act, necessarily and naturally, the competent
authorities under the RTI Act, will have to act in a pro-active manner so as to ensure accountability
and ensure that the fight against corruption goes on relentlessly. But in regard to other
information which do not fall under Section 4 1 b and c of the Act, there is a need to proceed with
circumspection as it is necessary to find out whether they are exempted from disclosure. One of
the objects of democracy is to bring about transparency of information to contain corruption and
bring about accountability. But achieving this object does not mean that other equally important
public interests including efficient functioning of the governments and public authorities, optimum
use of limited fiscal resources, preservation of confidentiality of sensitive information, etc. are to
be ignored or sacrificed. The object of RTI Act is to harmonize the conflicting public interests, that
is, ensuring transparency to bring in accountability and containing corruption on the one hand, and
at the same time ensure that the revelation of information, in actual practice, does not harm or
adversely affect other public interests which include efficient functioning of the governments,
optimum use of limited fiscal resources and preservation of confidentiality of sensitive
information, on the other hand. While sections 3 and 4 seek to achieve the first objective, sections
8,9, 10 and 11 seek to achieve the second objective. Therefore when section 8 exempts certain
information from being disclosed, it should not be considered to be a fetter on the right to
information, but as an equally important provision protecting other public interests essential for
the fulfilment and preservation of democratic ideals. Therefore in dealing with information not
falling under section 4 1 b and c, the competent authorities under the RTI Act will not read the
exemptions in section 8 in a restrictive manner but in a practical manner so that the other public
interests are preserved and the RTI Act attains a fine balance between its goal of attaining
transparency of information and safeguarding the other public interests. Among the ten categories
of information which are exempted from disclosure under section.
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Six categories which are described in clauses a, b, ¢, f, g and h carry absolute exemption.
Information enumerated in clauses d, e and j on the other hand get only conditional exemption,
that is the exemption is subject to the overriding power of the competent authority under the RTI
Act in larger public interest, to direct disclosure of such information. The information referred to in
clause i relates to an exemption for a specific period, with an obligation to make the said
information public after such period. The information relating to intellectual property and the
information available to persons in their fiduciary relationship, referred to in clauses d and e of
section 8 1 do not enjoy absolute exemption. Though exempted, if the competent authority under
the Act is satisfied that larger public interest warrants disclosure of such information, such
information will have to be disclosed. It is needless to say that the competent authority will have
to record reasons for holding that an exempted information should be disclosed in larger public
interest. In this case the Chief Information Commissioner rightly held that the information sought
under queries 3 and 5 were exempted under section 8 1 e and that there was no larger public
interest requiring denial of the statutory exemption regarding such information. The High Court
fell into an error in holding that the information sought under queries 3 and 5 was not exempted.
Re Question iv Query 13 of the first respondent required the appellant to disclose the following
information i The number of times ICAIl had revised the marks of any candidate or any class of
candidates under Regulation 39 2 ; the criteria used for exercising such discretion for revising the
marks; the quantum of such revisions; iv the authority who decides the exercise of discretion to
make such revision; and v the number of students with particulars of quantum of revision affected
by such Six categories which are described in clauses a, b, ¢, f, g and h carry absolute exemption.
Information enumerated in clauses d, e and j on the other hand get only conditional exemption,
that is the exemption is subject to the overriding power of the competent authority under the RTI
Act in larger public interest, to direct disclosure of such information. The information referred to in
clause i relates to an exemption for a specific period, with an obligation to make the said
information public after such period. The information relating to intellectual property and the
information available to persons in their fiduciary relationship, referred to in clauses d and e of
section 8 1 do not enjoy absolute exemption. Though exempted, if the competent authority under
the Act is satisfied that larger public interest warrants disclosure of such information, such
information will have to be disclosed. It is needless to say that the competent authority will have
to record reasons for holding that an exempted information should be disclosed in larger public
interest. In this case the Chief.
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An examination of customs-duty rates beginning in 2011-12 confirms the general impression that
they saw an uptick beginning in 2014-15. Increases in the duty rates, which had applied to less
than 1% of all tariff lines in earlier years, jumped to 3-4% beginning that year. But the real break in
the policy came in 2018-19: That year, a massive 42.3% of all tariff lines went up, the average of all
customs duties increased from 13.7% to 17.7%, and the proportion of tariff lines bearing 15% or
higher duty rates shot up from 28.7% to 51.0%. 2018-19 thus marked a clear switch from liberalism
to protectionism. The then finance minister explicitly noted the shift in the budget speech, in this
budget; | am making a calibrated departure from the underlying policy in the last two decades,
wherein the trend largely was to reduce the customs duty. There is substantial potential for
domestic value addition in certain sectors to further incentivise domestic value addition | propose
to increase customs duty on certain items. With Nitish Kumar and Tejashwi Yadav assuming office
again, the opposition earned its first political breakthrough in 2022. It has been a year where BJP
hold over politics has intensified. It won elections in UP, Uttarakhand, Manipur and Goa, toppled
Maharashtra MVA government by engineering a Shiv Sena split, and dominated the president and
vice-president elections. Defeated in five states including Punjab, Congress is trying many things:
the underwhelming chintan shivir was one, and the next in line is a nationwide padayatra. Mamata
Banerjee sheen from last year big victory over BJP has dimmed. Despite the big Punjab win, Arvind
Kejriwal and AAP still have a long way to go. Other regional satraps with national ambitions like
Sharad Pawar and K Chandrashekar Rao are bogged down in increasingly desperate turf battles
with BJP. Nevertheless, even BJP will admit that total domination of state-level politics is proving
harder to accomplish. Amid the vacuum in national politics where Congress is unable to project
itself as a credible alternative to BJP, the real battlegrounds have shifted to state capitals. Not
surprisingly, reverberations from Uddhav Thackeray plight in Mumbai resonated in Patna: Nitish
fear of BJP destabilising JD (U) reportedly passed the point of no return. Bihar, like Maharashtra
and Jharkhand, does show opposition parties, even if only driven by political survival, can get
together. However, upcoming elections suggest no possibility of a Congress truck with AAP in
Gujarat and HP, or with JD(S) in Karnataka. Victories in state polls are good for morale and funds
but are necessarily a presage of national outcomes. Despite three critical Hindi heartland wins in
2018, Congress crashed in 2019. For 2024, if the opposition is serious, the starting point has to be
unity and a common national manifesto. The opposition also needs a suitable political face to prop
up nationally, with elections turning presidential. But mammoth egos will likely scupper that idea.
Third, most opposition netas today come with political baggage that stymies their prospects for.
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Mr. Mode and his government set a cat among the INDIA pigeons on the day they had their recent
conclave in Mumbai by calling for a special session of the parliament. Their discomfort increased
manifold when it was heard on the grapevine that it was to discuss the One nation, One election
issue. It sent panic waves in the INDIA. No wonder their conclave concluded without resolving any
major issues except to reiterate that they will defeat the NDA in 2024. Major issues related to seat
sharing, a cohesive identity, a common national vision and leadership roles continue to remain as
nebulous as before. The surprising fact is that no one knows till date if the special session of the
parliament will actually discuss the One nation, One election issue. The government has already
announced a high power panel to study the issue and revert with its report. The panel has been
tasked to study the feasibility and mechanism to find out how the nation can move towards this
reform which was prevalent in the country till 1967. The panel will seek inputs from experts and
leaders of political parties in this endeavor. In light of this, it appears unlikely that the parliament
will debate this subject during the special session. The opposition went ballistic in condemning the
move. Base political rhetoric ensued since none of the INDIA leaders looked at the issue in a
dispassionate manner. They lived up to their reputation of being obstructive by compulsion. The
Congress party President roared that For 2024 the nation needs One Nation, One Solution to get
rid of BJP misrule. While the One Nation INDIA is very much there, that One Solution seems to be
nowhere in sight for the Congress and its allies. One can be sure that INDIA will give its right hand
to lay hands on that magical One Solution. One of the common charges against the One nation,
One election idea is that national parties and their leaders will overshadow regional parties and
their leaders. Till 1967, the nation was holding state and national elections simultaneously. In the
first two decades after independence, most national leaders were from among those who were
part of the struggle for independence and mainly from the Congress party. However, the same
period also saw the emergence of many regional leaders of repute by the middle of the decade of
seventies. | M Karunanidhi, M G Ramachandran, Jyoti Basu, H N Bahuguna and N T Rama Rao are
prime examples of such leaders who exercised strong influence at the national level too. Some like
Mamta Banerjee, P V Narasimhan Rao, Lalu Prasad Yadav, Deve Gowda and Rama Krishna Hegde
later graduated to the national level. Parties like the Telugu Desam, DMK, AIDMK, SP and BSP grew
in stature and challenged established national parties like the Congress and Jan Sangh later BJP. If
a strong national leader can overshadow a regional leader, the reverse is also equally true. So, this
fear that One nation, One election will sound the death knell of regional parties and their leaders
appears to be a figment of imagination. Over the years, the Indian voter has shown that he has the
acumen and the wisdom to differentiate between the criteria that he applies for the national and
state elections. It was so till 1967 when the One nation, One election principle was followed. It
remains true even today whenever states and national polls have been held simultaneously. In
2019, polls in states of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim were held
simultaneously with national elections. BJP NDA won only in Arunachal Pradesh. In Andhra
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Into making wrong choices is all hogwash. The advantages of holding elections simultaneously in
states and the centre has many benefits for the nation. For the record, the reader may note that
the cost of 2019 general elections to the exchequer was Rs 60,000 crores. As per Election
commission, about 25% of the country takes part in different elections every year. These are mind
boggling figures. Apart from huge savings in expenditure and organisational effort, there are many
other factors that go in favor of holding simultaneous elections. Election time, be it at the state or
at the centre, is always a time for doles and freebies. Election rhetoric invariably banks on caste,
reservation and religious affiliations as politicians exploit them unscrupulously. The subject of
reservation policies, often raises its ugly head where those who are already included demand more
while others seek inclusion. The nation is perpetually in election mode and therefore the
opportunities to resort to protests, bands, agitations and unnecessary processions in support of
such demands keep coming on a regular basis every year. All this not only vitiates the overall
national environment, but also leads to avoidable disruptions in nation daily life. Does One nation,
One election violate the principle of Federalism in the country? The answer to this is an emphatic
No. One would have to be naA ve to assume that federalism means elections at the convenience
of every individual state that are totally divorced from national elections. Ensuring free and fair
elections, through the aegis of the Election Commission, is part of the duties of a national
government. As long as the states have their elected governments, the centre and state
governments function within the guidelines and separation of powers as contained in the
constitution, the federal structure will remain intact. Proponents of simultaneous elections being a
threat to federalism are just barking up the wrong tree. The opposition feels that the government
is proposing this to seek political advantage for the next general elections. The insinuation being
that if simultaneous elections are held for states and centre in 2024, the voter may be influenced
by factors like the strong and nationalist image of the BJP, success of the many central welfare
schemes, development of infrastructure and other perceived accomplishments of the government.
This may push him into casting both his national and state votes in their favor. This is really a very
farfetched idea that not only lacks credibility but is also against the tall claims that have been
made by leaders of INDIA. in the last three months. They have been vociferous, to the point of
being irritable, that Mr. Mode and the BJP are scared of the impact of their alliance. If that be so,
then in all fairness political advantage of One nation, One election, if any, should accrue to INDIA.
But then rationality and our political opposition are poles apart these days. Can One nation, One
election be implemented by March April 2024? More than half the elected state governments in
the country would not have finished even half their term. Before any implementation,
constitutional amendments would be needed, tenures of state governments will have to be
curtailed, election commission will have to organise, coordinate and seek ways to augment its
resources. Technology and connected hardware needs will have to be updated and expanded. All
in all, it will be a massive task that will need to be implemented with clockwork precision without
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any errors. The country democratic credibility will be at stake. The nation may have to pay a heavy
price if compromises are made or if systems.
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Fail logic dictates that it may be too ambitious to implement One nation, One election in early
2024. So, does it mean that the earliest it can be implemented is in 20297 In all fairness it does
appear so. The million dollar question is then why did the government moot this idea now? The
answer is there for all to see. The alliance swallowed it hook line and sinker. The confusion was
evident in their ranks as the agenda of their conclave in Mumbai seemed to have been put on the
back burner and no major issues were resolved. The goodly bowled by the government uprooted
the middle stump of INDIA. Any path breaking reform invariably comes with a lot of challenges in
implementation and opposition from vested interests. That is expected. Well-meaning
governments, while ignoring the latter, do not compromise on the former. They ensure that all the
implications, be they short term or long term, are examined in an unbiased manner by ensuring
participation of all concerned. In a democracy, the final decision on such national matters,
whatever it may be, should emanate as a near consensus, if a total consensus is not forthcoming.
By rejecting it outright, INDIA is doing a disservice to the nation and the millions of voters who
elected them. One nation, One election certainly offers a lot of benefits to the nation while most
of the apprehensions seem to be farfetched with no legs to stand on. The last few days have been
very eventful. And | am not talking about G20 summit which, received saturation coverage in the
media. Never mind if the media was not allowed to ask a single question. Ok let us leave that issue
to the wisdom of our honorable Prime Minister Mode who, in the full glare of cameras, asked
media people to vacate the hall. | am talking about Maktaba Jamia, a publishing cum bookselling
wing of Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi. | first read about Maktaba closure on senior
Urdu journalist Masoom Moradabad FB wall. Subsequently, The Inquilab, Delhi carried the news.
The news broke my heart. Because | have been a regular visitor to Maktaba Mumbai branch near
Bhendi Bazaar and bought countless books from there. | shared my blog with a senior colleague
and Resident Editor TOI in Delhi who deputed reporter Shreya Ghosh to do a story. The story
about Maktaba closure came in the Delhi edition. The news was shared widely. Subsequently, The
Wire too did a story. The decision to close Maktaba faced flak by Urduwallas in India and abroad.
Then a few friends shared writer blogger Mayank Austen Soofi tweet where he said that he was
told by the Maktaba peon that it was closed because of G20 summit and that it would open on
Monday today. God, what this old bookshop situated at the heart of old Delhi had to do with G20?
How was it a hindrance to the movement of the delegates and other guests who swooped down
on Delhi? If they really wanted to give an excuse, they should have come up with a more credible
reason. Then on Monday September 11, 2023 Firoz Bakht Ahmed, a retired teacher, former
chancellor of Maulana Azad National Urdu University MANUU in Hyderabad, grandnephew of
freedom fighter and India first education minister Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, personally went to
Jamia VC office and delivered a letter, requesting the VC to either allow him to serve at Maktaba or
appoint him on a princely sum of Rs one per month. | grew up in old Delhi and remember visiting
this bookshop along with my mother since | was in school. | grew up on a number of Urdu children
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magazines, including Payam e Taleem which was brought out by Maktaba. Its closure had deeply
hurt me, and | offered to work there pro bono, Ahmed told me. Later in the day he called to say.
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Instance, Nitish diminished stock in Bihar does help his cause. Mamata ventures outside Bengal
have massively flopped. Nevertheless, Nitish brings useful OBC and Hindi heartland identity,
sobriety and political smarts. With 12 assembly elections due in 2022 and 2023, NDA is raring to
take its national dominance to states. Opposition parties have the opposite task of harnessing
their prospects in states into a credible national campaign. Arbitrary misogynistic diktats by khap
panchayats are painful enough, but it truly scary when the very institutions that are supposed to
build modern outlooks follow suit. A professor at St Xavier University, Kolkata, has found herself
losing her job over her swimsuit photos, which she posted on her private Integra account, that too
before taking the job. She alleges that after a parent caught his son watching the photos, and
complained to the university, the latter held a kangaroo court and forced her to resign. The
flagrant flouting of due process that appears to have taken place in this case, is a stark reminder of
professional women vulnerability to peremptory moral policing. In response to the professor legal
notice, the university has reportedly demanded a compensation of Rest 99 core for damage to its
good name. While this staggering number doubles down on browbeating her, the critical matter of
her fundamental right to privacy remains unaddressed. Not only should her life outside the
university have been none of its business, even the police have not been much help in finding out
how her private photos were accessed and by whom. As for the university student with whose
viewing choice this whole trial began, both his father and the university are serving him terribly ill.
For one, 18-year-old browsing preferences cannot seriously be expected to fit into the tight
confines approved by authority figures. Second, choices made by 18-year-olds seriously need to be
given the space their age demands. Indian parents are frequently guilty of annoying older teens,
and so it seems are elite educational institutions in metros. The professor who lost her job must
get justice, and hopefully a speedy one. If that happens, institutions and even parents will learn a
vital lesson. Bihar politics witnessed yet another midcourse change with chief minister Nitish
Kumar dumping pre-poll ally BJP and switching sides to the grand alliance camp led by RID. Nasal
Kishore Chaudhary, former dean at the faculty of social science in Patna University and also a
political strategist spoke to Sheezan Nezami: How do you see the scenario now in Bihar? There are
three major points which can be taken from whatever happened in Bihar till Tuesday. First, in the
context of Bihar politics as well as national politics, Nitish Kumar popularity has declined over time.
In the previous assembly election, Nitish JD (U) managed only 43 seats. Tejashwi Yadav, on the
other hand, emerged as a young dynamic leader. Whatever happened on Tuesday shows a gradual
fading out of Nitish from Bihar politics. You know that a national anniversary is approaching when.
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The ale ads and netas get louder. This time more so since we are celebrating 75 years with rah-rah,
haw-haw and a goose-bumping label, Aside Ka Amrit Mahotsav. Yes, that Amrit with an r.
However, there all always is plus can change and seldom Minus can status quo. So, without
wanting to sounding like a loser leader wine made from sour grapes, we need to balance the
debits and the credits. This is a mere column not a mere Budget. Having swapped socialism for
socialising, we vet got rid of those frustrating waits for cars and gas connections. Online has also
made short work of the long physical lines. But click does always rhyme with quick; if you have
never seethed over you are in queue, you must be that divinely blessed rarity who never had to
call a customer helpline. But, hey, we no longer have to wait for sports medals. Shamash! Thank
God! We vet been freed from the back-slapping homilies of a single, state-owned television
network. Now we have the back-stabbing homilies of several state-run news channels.
Congenitally outraged anchors star in Kaun Banega Krodhpati. At international forums, we vet
proudly upscaled from pathetic beggars to powerful leaders. They sign treaties on equal rights and
citizen power. But, hey, don blame them if the message is drowned in the din of bulldozers,
mechanical and human. Or if freedom of expression is misheard. What to do? Sounds so much like
freedom of repression, an? Words are messy business. Just see the recent case of Patti, Patna air
Woe. Which reminds me? Despite having very powerful women leaders, patriarchy still rules. Now
more raucously. Will Droupadi Murmu in the presidential palace make a difference to her gender
or her fellow tribals? Next question please. Har Ghar Tiranga is great. Not so great is the
unchanging sight of unfed, unkempt street kids begging us to buy their little flags. Let not call it
pester patriotism. Raksha Bandhan, which literally means bond of protection, is celebrated on full
moon day, in the month of Shravan. There are several mythological references to Raksha Bandhan.
Once, there was a 12-year-long war between the gods and the demons. Ultimately, the demons
emerged victorious and snatched away heaven from deities. Nevertheless, Indra, the king of the
Devas, vowed to reaffirm his sovereignty over heaven by waging one more war with the demons.
Before going to war, Indra spouse, Indrani, tied a raksha sutra around his wrist as a symbol of
purity and protection. Indra won the war and the gods rejoiced as they reclaimed their sovereignty
over heaven. According to another legend, when Yamuna, the sister of Yama, the god of death,
tied a rakhi round his wrist, Yama declared that whosoever overcame lust and tied this bond of
purity by a sister, would be free from fear of death and eventually would attain immortality. In
scriptures, Raksha Bandhan is known as Vish Todak Parv, the festival of destroying vices. The
ceremony is also called.
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Punya Pradayak Parv, the occasion to earn virtues. During the Hindu month of Shravan, devotees
travel long distances and visit temples to pour water on the Shivlingam on Mondays. This religious
ritual concludes with Raksha Bandhan celebrations. Raksha Bandhan has become a mere ritual
sans the rich values it stands for. Sisters tie a decorative piece of thread around the wrist of
brothers, and apply ilak on their forehead. Brothers offer gifts and vow to protect their sisters as
and when required. However, the festival has a subtler meaning, with deeper and wider spiritual
implications. Raksha Bandhan is also linked to Shiv. It is a bond of purity and symbol of divine
protection. It signifies invoking of the spiritual bonding that is said and experienced to exist
between the Supreme Soul and human souls who always seek His divine blessings and raksha,
protection, in the hour of need. The Rakhi ritual of tying a mauli on the wrist is a reminder to
perform only pure actions through the sense organs. The applying of tilak on the forehead is to
make us aware of our true Self that is, to be soul-conscious. And regular practice of soul-conscious
vision, values, attitude and actions enables us to view and treat fellow human beings as brother-
souls under the spiritual fatherhood of one incorporeal Supreme Soul God. Imbibing of such pure
vision towards all, also leads us towards realisation of our age-old ideals of universal brotherhood
and one world family hood. The legend of Indra is symbolic of practicing purity in thought, words
and deeds, for attaining sovereignty over the self by defeating all unruly demonic forces within. In
fact, the one who conquers lust and other vices, not only experiences sovereignty over mind,
intellect, sinkers and senses but also enjoys a better life of lasting peace, harmony, holistic health
and happiness here and hereafter. Pledging purity and adhering to soul-centric values of fellow
feeling, love, kindness and compassion in daily life, which the sacred ceremony of Rakhi stands for,
is our real protection from vices, negativity and stressful living. Cervical cancer is the fourth most
common cancer among women across the globe and In India, it is the second most common
cancer in women. Cervical cancer develops in the cells of the cervix. In more than 95% of the cases,
the disease is caused by the human papillomavirus Virus (HPV), which is a sexually transmitted
infection. Usually cleared up by the body immune system, the virus sometimes manages to
survive, leading to cancer. Therefore, screening is important to detect, prevent, and treat cancer.
The purpose of the screening is to lower the number of cancer deaths. There are several ways of
detecting cervical cancer, including the Pap smear, the LBC test, and the HPV test. Poor awareness
costs precious lives it takes 15 to 20 years for cervical cancer to develop in women with a normal
immune system. The need of the hour is to raise awareness about the disease and emphasize early
screening.
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As early screening can save many lives. However, two in three women between the ages of 30-49
years have never been screened for cervical cancer. It is estimated that in developing countries like
India, around 1 in 53 Indian women will suffer from cervical cancer during their lifetime. The
prevalence of cervical cancer is high in the rural population where most women are not aware of
the factors that lead to cervical cancer. Inaccessibility, social stigma, no availability of affordable
tests and poor infrastructure further contribute to the low uptake of the screening process.
Moreover, the treatment of cervical cancer leads to a high financial burden. Prevention: One-stop
solution for cervical cancer Cervical cancer is most often diagnosed in women between the ages of
35 and 44 and hence, all women within that age group must go for regular screenings even if they
have no symptoms. Today, there are various noninvasive and convenient screening tests available
in the market like Visual Inspection with Acetic Acid (VIA), Pap smear, liquid-based cytology, HPV
testing etc., however, there are certain limitations to these tests. Therefore, in response to the low
sensitivity of the conventional Pap test, the Thin Prep Test an improved liquid-based collection
method was created. The Thin Prep test consists of rapid fixation, an exact monolayer depiction of
the complete material, and diminished obscuring components. This test has enhanced the
detection of aberrant cervical cells, as well as the capacity to undertake out-of-vial testing, such as
co-testing for HPV or sexually transmitted infections, without the need for an additional specimen.
As a part of the global strategy to eliminate cervical cancer by 2030, the World Health Organization
(WHO) has directed all countries to reach and uphold an incidence rate of below four per 100,000
women through vaccination of 90% of eligible girls, screening of 70% of eligible women at least
twice in their lifetime, to efficiently treat 90% of those with cervical preconcert lesions and
provision of treatment & palliative care for invasive cancers. Early diagnosis and prevention
measures not only save the patient but also avert tremendous emotional and financial burdens. In
a country like India where there is 1 oncologist per 1 million people, preemptive care plays a vital
role in reducing the burden on healthcare. Cervical cancer vaccination also is a very important part
of the prevention of this cancer. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
recommends that the HPV vaccine be given to girls and boys between the ages of 11 and 12. The
CDC recommends that all 11- and 12-year-olds receive two doses of HPV vaccine at least six
months apart. Fighting the silent killer with knowledge Cervical cancer has become a public health
threat in India. Creating awareness and prevention are the two powerful tools to fight this disease.
With health being a state subject in India, a collaborative approach between the state and central
government is the way forward to increase the penetration of cervical cancer screening. Cervical
cancer can be prevented.
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economic fundamentals and demographic composition are well-positioned to make widespread
prosperity a reality in the next two decades or so. However, the road to mass prosperity has to run
through a market-based economic system, which is not easy for a country that travelled too far
down the socialistic lane in its first 30 years of independence. In granting permanent medical bail
to Varavara Rao, the Supreme Court has made it clear that stringent restrictions against bail in
laws like UAPA don hinder constitutional courts from protecting fundamental rights. Last year, SC
had relied on this principle to uphold bail to a UAPA accused arguing that his incarceration for over
five years while the trial crawled on was unjustified. But Rao bail, granted on technical grounds
medical condition, advanced age, adherence to bail conditions, delay in framing charges dose
answer any of the larger questions confronting the justice system. Too many people who have not
been proven guilty are in jail. Bail as norm and jail as exception is defeated by laws like UAPA that
require judges to deny bail if they believe police cases to be prima facie true. This puts lower court
judges in a fix. Before framing of charges few judges will take an adverse stand on an investigation
does not merit; nor can they grant bail afterwards even if the trial is delayed because framing of
charges implies there is merit in them. The Bhima Koregaon case is disturbing on many counts.
Despite multiple SC rulings on prompt hearing and disposal of bail applications, Stan Swamy died
in judicial custody, while waiting for the Bombay high court to decide on his plea for bail on
medical grounds. Many of the accused were arrested in 2018 but forget trial even framing of
charges is over. There are claims some of the evidence was planted. These claims can be
interrogated only if trials begin. Long process delays give credence to worries that in laws with
stringent bail provisions custody is the punishment and, therefore, investigative agencies can get
away with shoddy work. For Justice UU Alit, who heard Rao plea, and will be the next ClI, the
problem of under trial prisoners must take top priority. Undertrains as a percentage of prison
population have been steadily increasing and are 76% now. An SC bench had proposed a
comprehensive bail law and reiterated that courts must decide bail applications within two weeks
and investigators must set down reasons for arrest, which trial courts must carefully scrutinise.
Unfortunately, many lower courts seem stuck in their habits. CJI-designate Alit tenure will be
short. But he should get going on this long-delayed reform. The Election Commission decision to
push back the publication of final electoral rolls for J&K assembly polls by a month not only keeps
democratic politics in the Union territory in a limbo, it also has security ramifications. Ominously,
yesterday marked the return of Fedayeen attacks to J&K when two terrorists tried to enter an
army camp in Retour district, engaging.
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India jeans in a gunfight. While both terrorists were neutralised, three soldiers were also martyred
in the encounter. True, J&K joint security mechanism has been quite successful in preventing big-
ticket attacks. But this saw terrorists change tactics and switch to targeted killings of ordinary
Kashmiris, with the aim being to create a climate of fear and challenge the narrative of normalcy.
In recent weeks, however, security forces have notched up successes against terrorists. A case in
point being the elimination of Lateef Rather, who was responsible for the killing of TV artiste
Amreen Bhat and revenue clerk Rahul Bhat in May. But the change in anti-terrorist strategy may
have again made J&K vulnerable to big-ticket strikes. Therefore, small extremist networks that
now dot J&K need to be countered so that targeted killings can be prevented and security forces
can return to their primary focus of fighting cross-border terrorism. This is precisely why the
democratic process needs to be fully restored in J&K to empower civil society to root out extremist
elements. The notification of the J&K delimitation order in May was welcome. Notably, it carved
out a parliamentary constituency combining Anantnag region in the Valley with Retour and Poonch
in Jammu. That the latest attack hit retour may indicate terrorists want to preserve the old Valley-
Jammu divisions and prevent the start of a new political chapter. That all the more reason why J&K
polls must be held soon. The cyclopean eye of the air purifier in our living room at home stares at
me reproachfully. In machine body language it seems to be saying why are you ignoring me
totally? We bought the purifier a couple of years ago when the media was full of alarming reports
of the severely bad air quality caused by vehicular emissions, unregulated construction activity,
stubble burning and other factors and the harmful effects it was having on everyone health. So,
like many others, we bought and installed an air purifying device in our home. Its single, circular
eye would change color, from a dark red for Danger, to a lilac for Livable, to a bright blue for
Breathe Easy, which indicated optimum air quality. Every day we dutifully switch it on and, as
fearful and worried as if we were keeping vigil over the sick bed of an ailing relative, we stare at it
anxiously as it went through its color-changing routine. And then Coved struck, raising newer, and
louder, alarm bells. All at once, pollution and its harmful effects took a remote back seat to the
virus. Never mind what breathing bad air would do to you in the long term when the real worry
was that the bug could stop you breathing anything, on a permanent basis. So, like millions of
others, we brought protective face masks, and ha